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Eft brevitate opus, ut currat fent^tia, neu fe 
Impediat verbis laiTas onerantibus aures : 
£t fermone opus eft modo trifti> £epe jocoib* 

Hoft. 

Iwrite^ as I mould talk I amjhorty and clears 
Not clogged with words ^ th^ load the wearied ear: 
Agravej dull E£ay now and then goes down i 
But folks expeSf to laugh with Mr. Town. 

*«»h}k«-«$*MONG the feveral degrees 'of au- 

1 A 1 thors, there are none perhaps, wha 

{ I have more obftacles to furmount at 

•^MM.^«M,|^ their letting out, than the writers of 

periodical eflays. Talk with a modern critic, 

and he will tell you, that a new paper is a vain 

Vol. III. B attempt 
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attempt after the inimitable Spectator and 
others; that all the proper fubjedls are already 
pre-occupied, and that it is equally impoflible to 
find out a new field for obfervation, as to difcover 
a new world. With thefe prejudices the public 
are prepared to receive us ; and while they ex- 
pe6l to be cloyed with the ftale repetition of the 
fame fare, though toiled up in a difFerent man- 
ner, they fit down with but little relifh for the 
entertainment. 

That the Spectator firft led the way, 
muft undoubtedly be ^ acknowledged : but that 
his followers muft for that reafon be always fup- 
pofed to tread in his fteps, can by no means be 
allowed. In the high road of life there are 
feveral extenfive walks, as well as bye-paths, 
which we may ftrike into, without the neceflity 
of keeping the fame beaten track with thofe 
that have gone before i|^« New objeSs for ridi- 
cule will continually prefent themfelves ; and even 
the fame charadlers will appear difFerent by being 
difFerently difpofed, as in the fame pack of c^rds, 
though ever fo often fliufflcd, there will never be 
two hands exadly alike. 

After this introduftion I hope to be par- 
doned, if I indulge myfelf in fpeaking a word or 
two concerning my own endeavours to entertain 

the 
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the public. And firft, whatever objeftions the 
reader may have had to the fubje£ls of my papers, 
I fliall make no apology for the manner, in which, 
I have chofe to treat them. The dread of falling 
into (what they are pleafed to call) colloquial 
barbarifms, has induced fome unfkilful writers to 
fwell their bloated dicSion with uncouth phrafes 
and the afFe£led jargon of pedants. For my own 
part, I never go out of the common way of 
expreffion, merely for the fake of introducing a 
more founding word with a Latin termination. 
The Englijh language is fufficiently copious and 
expreffive without any further adoption of new 
terms ; and the native words feem to mc to have 
far more force than any foreign auxiliaries, how- 
ever pompoufly uihered in : as Brttijh foldiers 
fight our battles better than the alien troops taken 
into our pay. 

The fubjefts of my eflays have been chiefly 
fuch, as I thought might recommend themfelves 
to the public notice by being new and uncom- 
mon. For this reafon I purpofely avoided the 
worn-out pra£tice of retailing fcraps of mora- 
lity, and afFe<^ing to dogmatize on the commoti 
duties of life. In this point, indeed, the Spec- 
tator is inimitable; nor could I hope to fay 
any thing new upon thefe topics after fo many 

B 2 excellent 
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excellent moral and religious eflays, which are 
the principal ornament of that worl. I have 
therefore contented myfclf with expofing vice 
and folly by painting mankind in their natural 
coloun, without aiTuming the rigid air of a 
preacher, or the morofenefs of a philofopher. I 
have rather chofe to undermine our falhionable 
excefles, by fecret fapping, than to ftorm them 
by open afiault. In a word, upon all occaiions 
1 have endeavoured to laugh people into a better 
behaviour: as I am convinced, that the fting 
of reproof is not left ibarp for being concealed ; 
and advice never comes with a better face, than 
when it comes with a laughing one. 

There are fome points in the courfe of this 
work, which perhaps might have been treated 
with a more ferious air. I have thought it my duty 
to take every opportunity of expofing the abfurd 
tenets ofour modern Free-thinkers and Enthufiafts. 
The Enthufiaft is, indeed, much more difficult to 
cure than the Frec-Ainkeri becaufe the latter, 
wkh all his bravery, cannot but be confcious 
that he is wrong ; whereas the former may have 
deceived himfdf into a belief, that he is certainly 
in the right; and the nxne he is oppofed, the 
more he confiders himfelf as *^ patiently fuffcr- 
** ing for Ac truth's fake." Ignorance is too 

ftubborn 
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ftubborn to yield to convi£lion ; and on the other 
hand thofe, whom ^< a Utile learning has made 
*^ mad," are too proud and felf-fufficient to 
hearken to the fober voice of reafon. The only 
way left us, therefore^ is to root out fuperftition, 
by making it's followers afbamed of themfelves : 
and as for our Free-thinkers, it is but right to 
turn their boafled weapons of ridicule againft 
tiiem i and as they themfelves endeavour to ban- 
ter others out of every ferious and virtuous 
notion, we too (in the language of the Pfalmift) 
ihould *< laugh them to fcorn, and have them 
•* in dcrifion." 

It is with infinite pleafure, that I find myfelf 
(o much encouraged to continue my labours, 
by the kind reception which they have hitherto 
met with from the public : and Mr. Baldwin with 
no lefs pleafure informs me, that as there are 
but few numbers left of the Folio edition, he in- 
tends to colled my papers into Two Pocket 
Volumes. The reader cannot conceive, how much 
I already pride myfelf on the charming figure, 
which my works will make in this new form[: 
and I (hall endeavour to render thefe volumes as 
complete as I poffibly can, by feveral confiderable 
additions and amendments. Though coatra6ied 
into the fmall fpace of a twelves volume, I fiill 

B 3 ho^ 
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hope to maintain my former dignity ; like the 
Devils in AChon^s ParuLemomumj who, 

— — -— — — To fmaUeft forms 
Reducd their Jhapes immenfe^ and were at large. 

The Spectator has very elegantly 
compared his (ingle papers, as they came out, 
to " cherries on a ftick," of the dearnefs of 
which the purchafers cannot complain, who 
are willing to gratify their tafte with choice fruit 
at it's earKeft produflion. I have confidered 
my own papers as fo many flowers, which joined 
together would make up a pretty nofegay ; and 
though each of them, fingly taken, may not be 
equally admired for their odours, they may re- 
ceive an additional fragrance by an happy union 
of their fweets. 

The learned decoration in the front of my 

papers, though perhaps it has fometimes put 

my fcholarfhip to a ftand, I could by no means 

difpenfe with : for fuch is the prevalence of 

cuftom, that the moft finifhed efliay without a 

motto would appear to many people as maimed 

and imperfed, as a beautiful face without a nofe. 

But cuftom has impofed upon us a new tafk, of 

giving tranflations to thefe mottos^ and it has 

been 
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been the ufual method to copy them promifcuoufly 
from Dryden or Francis: though (as Den/jam has 
remarked of tranilation in general) ^^ the fpirit of 
^* the original is evaporated in the transfufion, 
^< and nothing is left behind but a mere caput 
•* mortuumJ* A motto, as it ftands in the ori- 
ginal, may be very appofite to the fubjefl of the 
eilay, though nothing to the purpofe in the com- 
mon tranflation ; and it frequently derives all it's 
elegance from an humourous application, in a 
different fenfe to what it bears in the author, 
but of which not the leaft trace can appear in 
the verfion. For this reafon I have determined to 
give entire new tranflations, or rather imitations, 
of all the mottos and quotations, adapted to the 
prefent times. And thefe, I flatter myfelf, will 
refied an additional beauty on my work ; as fome 
of them admit of epigrammatic turns, while 
others afford room for lively and pifturefque allu- 
fions to modern manners. In this drefs they will 
at leafl appear more of a piece with the effays 
themfelves j and not like the patch- work of ran- 
^m tranflations. 

In the mean time I fhall only add, that if any 
Nobleman, Gentleman, or Rich Citizen, is am- 
bitious to have his name prefixed to either of 
thefe volumes, he is deflred to fend in propo- 

B 4 fals, 
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fals, together with a lift of his virtues and good 
^ qualities, to the publiflier ; amd the Dedication 
ihall be difpofed of to the beft bidder. 

*^* None but principals will be treated with. 
T 



Numb. LXXU. Thurfdayj June 12, 1755. 

— — Verfus inopes rerum^ nugaeque canorae. 

HoR. 

n^ though 9ur fmgs t$ wH bavi n$ frHmei% 
Tbi fiMi-Jiiik JbM fiT0fi thm im fim/i. 

THE managers of our Public Gardens^ 
willing to make their fummer diverfions as 
complete as po£Bble, are not content with laying 
out beautiful walks, and providing an excellent 
band of muiic, but are ^alUo at much expence 
to amufe us with die' old EngUJh entertainment 
of Ballad-finging. For this end they not only 
retain the beft voices than can be procured, but 
each of them alfo has a poet in ordinary, who 
is allowed a ftated falary, and the run of the Gar- 
dens. The produ£lions of thefe petty laureats 
naturally come within my notice as Critic: 
and, indeed, whether I am at VauxhaU^ Rane- 

lagh^ 
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laghy MarykH0^ or even Sadler* s Witts^ I indulge 
myfelf in many remarks on the poetry of the 
place ; and am as attentive to the Songs as to the 
Cafcadc, the Fireworks^ or Mifs IfobeUa H^liinfiru 

Ballaivs feem peculiarly ads^d to the 
genius of our peofJe \ and are a fpecies of com- 
poCtioo, in which we are fuperior to all other 
nations. Many of our old EngUJh Songs have in 
them an aflSuSting iunplicity; and it is remark- 
able, that our beft writers have not been afbamed 
to cultivate this branch of poetry. Cowley^ 
WtMetj RofemnmMj Rowe^ G^^ Prior^ and many 
others, have left behind them very elegant 
Ballads : but k muft be confefled, to the honour 
of the prefent age, that it was referved fpr our 
modem writers to bring this kind of poetry to 
perfedion. Song-writing is now reduced te cer- 
tain rules of art ; and the Ballad-maker goes to 
work by a method as regular and mechanical, as 
ai carpenter or a Uackimith. 

Swift, in hisVoyage to Laput^y defcribes a ma-- 
chine to write books in all arts and fciences : I have 
ldfi> read of a mill to make ver&s) and remem- 
ber to have kern a curious table, by the afilfiance 
ef which the raoft illiterate might amufc fhem* 
felves la compe&ng hexamttera and pentameters 

B 5 v,«i 
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in Latin: Inventions wonderfully calculated for 
the promotion of literature. Whatever gende- 
men of Grub-Jireet or others are ambitious to 
enlift themfelves as hackney fonnetteers, are de- 
fired to attend to the following rules, drawn from 
the praftice of our modenirSong-writers : a fct of 
geniufes excellent in their manner, and who 
will probably be hereafter as much known and 
admired as Garden -Poets, as the celebrated 
Taylor is now famous under the denomination 
of Water-Poet. 

I MUST beg leave pofitively to contradidl 
any reports, infinuating that our Ballad-makers 
are in poflef&on of fuch a machine, mill, or 
table as above-mentioned ; and believe it to be 
equally falfe, that it is their pra£Uce to hufUe 
certain quaint terms and phrafes together in an hiat, 
and take them out at random. It has, indeed, 
been ailerted on fome juft ground, that their pro- 
ductions are totally void of fenfe and exprelHon, 
that they have little rhyme and lefs reafon, and 
'that they are, from beginning to end, nothing 
more than nonfenfical rhapfodies to a new tune. 
This charge I do not mean to deny : though I 
cannot but lament the deplorable want of tafle, 
(hat mentions it as a fault. For it is this very 
circumftance, which I, who am profefledly a 

Connoisseur, 
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CoNKOissEUR, particularly admire. It is a 
received maxim with all compofers of mufic, 
that nothing is fo melodious as nonfenfe. Manly 
fenfe is too har(h and ftubbom to go through 
the numberleis diviflons and fub-divifions of mo- 
dem mufic, and to be trilled forth in crotchets 
and demiquavers. For this reafon, thought is 
fo cautioufly fprinkled over a modem Song; 
which it is the buiinefs of the finger to warble 
into fentitnent. 

Our Ballad-makers for the moft part Aide 
into the familiar flile, and afFe£l that eafy manner 
of writing, which (according to fVycherly) is 
eafily written. Seeing the dangerous confequence 
of meaning, in words adapted to mufic, they 
are very frugal of fentiment: and indeed they 
hu(band it fo well,* that the fame thoughts are 
adapted to every fong. The only variation 
Fequifite in twenty Ballads is, that the laft line 
of the ftanza be diiFerent. In this ingenious 
line the wit of the whole Song confifts ; and the 
author, whether hi Jhall die if he has not the lafs 
cf the mlly Qt defervis to be reckoned an afiy turns 
over his dictionary of rhymes for words of a 
(imilar found, and every verfe jingles to the fame 
word, with all the agreeable variety of a fet of 
bells eternally ringing the fame peal. 

B 6 The 
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The audiors of love-fbngs formerly wafted 
a great deal of poetry in iDuifaatix^ their own 
paifion . and the beauty of ^eir mtSExtb ; but 
our modem poett content themfelves with falling 
in love widi her nameii There cannot be a 
greater misfortune to one of thefe rhymers than 
a miftrefi with an hard name : fuch a misfortune 
lends them all over the worlds and makes them 
run through all arts, fciences^ and languages for 
correfpondent terms; and after all perhaps the 
name is fo hadh and untradable, that our poet 
has as much difficulty to bring it into verfe, as 
the celebraters of the Duke of Marlborough were 
puzzled to reduce to rhyme the uncouth names 
of the Dutch Towns taken in Queen ATmi\ wars. 
Vakntine in Lov^ for Lovf^ when he talks of 
turning poet, orders 'Jeremy to get the maids to- 
gether of an evening to Crambo : no contemptible 
hint to our Ballad-makers, and which, if properly 
made ufe of, would be of as much iervice to them 
as Byftiii Art of Poetry. 

Fearihg left this method of Song-writing 
fliould one day grow ob&lete, in order to preferve 
to pofterity fome idea of it, I have put together 
the fbllowifig dialogue as a fpecimen of the modern 
manner. I muft however be ingenuous enough 
to cQnfefs, that I can claim no fardier merit in 

this 
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this elegant piece than that of compiler. It is a 
Cento fnnn our mod: celebrated new Songs ; 
from which I have carefully culled all the fweeteft 
flowers of poetry, and bojund them up togetbcn 
As all the lines are taken from different Songs 
fet to different tunes, I would humbly propofe, 
that this curious performance fbould be fung 
jointly by all the beft voices, in the manner of 
a Dutch concert, where every man fings his own 
tune. I had once fome thoughts of affixing 
marginal references to each line, to inform the 
reader by note, at what place the Song, whence 
it is taken, was firft fung. But I (ball (pare 
myfelf that trouble, by defiring the reader to 
look on the whole piece, as arifing from a coali- 
tion of our moft eminent Song^writers at Vawe* 
holly Ranelaghy Marybone^ and Sadler^ s ff^ells : 
afiuring him, that this fhort dialogue contains 
the pith and marrow, or rather (to borrow an 
cxpreffion from the Fine Lady in Letbi) the 
^uinfetence and Emptity of all our mcdqrn Songs. 

A PASTORAL DIALOGUE 

BETWEEN 

C O RT D O N and SUSAN. 

9uf. A H ! whither fo faft would my Cory don go ? 

JL\, Step in, you've nothing elfe to do. 
C^r.They fay I'm in love, but I anfwer no, no ; 
So I wiih I may die if I do. 
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Once my heart play'd a tune that went pitty pattie> 
And I figh'd bat I could not tell why. 
Now let what will happen, by Jo've I'll be free* 
Su/. O fye, Ihepherd, fye, (hepherd, fyc. 

Cor. Though you bid me begone back again. 
Yet, Sukey, no matter for that. 
The women love kiifing as well as the men. 
Su/l Why, what a pox would you be at ? 

You told me a tale of a cock and a bull ; 
Upon my word he did. 
Car. I fwear I meant nothing but playing the fool. 
Su/. Very fine 1 very pretty indeed ! 

Cor* Come, come, my dear Sukey, to church let us go ; 

No more let your anfwer be no. 
Su/, The duce fure is in him to plague a maid fo : 

I cannot deny you, you know. 

CHORUS by BOTH. 

No courtiers can be fo happy as we. 
Who bill like the iparrow and dove. 

I lov£ Sue, and Sue loves me, 
Sore this is mutual love. 



Numb* 
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Numb. LXXIII. Thurfday^ June i^^ IJSS* 



Secernere facra profanls. < Hor. 



Wherever God ere^s an houfe of prayr^ 

The Devil always has a chapel there. D£FOE» 

WALKING the other day-in Wejlminjler 
Abbey> among the many oftentatious 
monuments ere£led to kings and warriors, I 
could not help obferving a little ftone, on which 
was this pompous infcription — Etema Memorta 

Sacrum — Sacred to the Eternal Memory of . 

The name of the perfon to whom immortality 
wa$ thus fecured, is almoft obliterated ; and 
perhaps, when alive, he was little known, and 
foon forgot by the fmall circle of his friends 
and acquaintance. 

I HAVE been ufed to look upon epitaphs, as 
Si kind of flattering dedications to the dead ; in 
which is fet down a long catalogue of virtues, 
that nobody knew they were poflcfled of while 
living, and not a word of their vices or follies. 
The veracity of thefe pofthumous encomiums 
may, indeed, be fairly fufpefled, as wc arc gene- 
rally told, that the difconfolate widow, or weep- 
ing 
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ing fon, erefted the monument in teilimony of 
their afflidion for the lofs of the kindeft hufband, 
or mod afFedionate father. But what dowag^, 
who enjoys a comfortable jointure by her good- 
man's deceafe, would refufe to fet her hand to it 
on his tomb- done, that he was the beft of huf- 
bands, though perhaps they had parted beds ? or 
what heir would be fo bafe and ungrateful, as not 
to give a few good words to a crabbed parent after 
his death, in return for his eftate ? 

By the extravagant praifes, which are thus in- 
difcriminately laviflied on the aflics of every perfbn 
alike, we entirely pervert the original intent of 
epitaphs, which were contrived to do honour and 
juftice to the virtuous and the good. But by the 
prefent pradlice the reputations of men are equally 
confounded with their duft in the grave, where 
there is no di({in6^ion between the good and 
the bad. The law has appointed fearchers to 
enquire, when any ones dies, into the caufe of 
bis death : in the fame manner I could wiih, 
that fearchers were appointed to examine into 
his way of living, before a charadbr be given of 
him upon the tomb-ftone. 

. Ths flatteries, that are paid to the deceafed, are 
undoubtedly owing to the pride of their furvivors, 

which 
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which is the fame among the loweft as thehigheft 
fet of people. When an obfcure grocer or tallow- 
chandler dies at his lodgings at IJKngton^ tht 
news-papers are ftufFed with the fame detail of 
his virtues and good qualities, as when a duke 
goes out of the world : and the petty overfeer 
of a little hamlet has a painted board ftuck up 
at the end of his wickered turf, with a diftich 
ietting forth the godlinefs of his life, in humble 
imitation of the nobleman, who repofes under a 
grand maufoleum efeded to his memory, with a 
long lift of his titles and herdic deeds. 

The great, indeed, have found means to 
feparate themfclves even in their graves from the 
Vulgar, by having their afbes depofited in churches 
and cathedrals, and covered by the moft fuperb 
monuments : but the falfe pomp of the monu- 
ment, as well as the grbfs flattery of the infcription, 
often tends only to make the deceafed ridiculous. 
In my late vifit KaWeftminfter Abbey, I could not 
but remark the difference of Tafte, which has 
prevailed in fetting up thefe edifices for the dead. 
In former times, it was thought fufficient to clap 
up the buft or ftatue of the deceafed, fet round 
perhaps with the emblems of their merits, their 
employment, or ftation of life. Thus if any lady 
was remarkable for her virtue and piety, it was 

pointed 
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pointed out by two or three little chubby-faced 
cherubims, crymg for her death, or holding a 
crown over her head. The warrior was fpread 
out at full length in a complete fuit of armour, 
with the trophies of war hung round about him \ 
and the bifhop was laid flat upon his back, with 
his coifed head refling on a ftone bible, and his 

bands joined together in the pofture of praying. 

If SocrateSj or any other of the ancient phi- 
lofophers could revive again^ and be admitted into 
JVeftmnfter Abbey, he would now be induced to 
fgncy himfelf in a Pantheon, The Modern Tafte, 
ix)t content with introducing Roman temples into 
our churches, and reprefenting the Virtues under 
allegorical images, has ranfacked all the fabulous 
accounts of the Heathen Theology to ftrike out 
new embellifliments for our Chriftian monuments. 
We are not in the leaft furprifed to fee Mercury 
attending the tomb of an orator, and Pallas or 
Hercules fupporting that of a warrior. If there 
is not a flop put to this Taftc, we may foon 
expedl to fee our churches, inftead of being de- 
dicated to the fervice of religion, fet apart for the 
reception of the Heathen Gods. A deceafed ad- 
miral will be rcprefented like Neptune^ with a tri- 
dent in his hand, drawn in a fliell by dolphins, 
preceded by Tritons^ and followed by Nereids lafli- 

ing 
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ing the marble waves with their tails. A general 
will be habited like Mars, bearing an helmet 
and fpear in polilhed ftone ; and a celebrated 
toaft wilt be ftuck up naked, like the Venus de 
Medicis, cut in alabafter. Our pious forefathers 
were contented with exhibiting to us the ufual em- 
blems of death, the hour-glafs, the fkull, and the 
crofs-marrow- bones. Thefe emblems, if not very 
elegant, were at leaft not indecent : but now the 
Three Fatal Sifters, mentioned in the Heathen 
Mythology, muft be introduced fpinning, drawing, 
and cutting the thread of life. Could one of the 
laft century fee a winged figure blowing a trumpet 
on. the top of a modern monument, he would 
be apt to miftake it for an arch -angel, and be 
naturally put in mind of that awful time, " when 
** the trumpet (hall found, and the dead (hall rife.** 
But the defign, we are told, is very different ; 
and this winged meflenger is no other than the 
ancient perfonage of Fame, who is proclaiming 
the virtues of the defunfl round the world. 

It has been' recommended, on a different ac- 
count, to have a feparate place, diftin£); from our 
churches, for the reception of our monuments. 
I could with to fee fuch a fcheme put in exe- 
cution : for the prefent abfurd mixture of the 
feveral obje£b of the Pagan and Chriftian belief, as 

reprefented 
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reprefented on the tombs lately fet up in com* 
pliance with the Modern Tafte, muft be (hocking 
to tvery ferious beholder. Should any one pro- 
pofe to take down from St. PatsPs cathedral thoie 
paintings of Sir James ThornhlU reprefenting the 
tranfadions of St. Paul^ and in their place to fet 
up TitiarCs pictures of the amours of the Heathen 
Gods and Goddefles, every one would be {hocked 
at the impiety of the propofal. But the fafhion 
of introducing Heathen Deities into our monu- 
ments is not much lets abfurd : and as Mibm has 
been blamed for bis frequent alluftons to the Hea- 
then Theology in his Sacred Poem, furely we 
are more to be condemned, for admitting the 
whole clafs of their fictitious deitiies into the Hodie 
of God itfelf. A reformation in this point is no leis 
neceflary, than from the Popijh fuperftitions ; and 
thefe profane images, though not the objects of 
our idolatry, have no more pretence to be fet up 
in the Temple of the Living Lord, than thofe 
of the canonized Saints of the Roman Catholics. 

Modern Tafte is continually ftrlking out 
new improvements. We may therefore conclude, 
that when our ftatuaries have travelled through 
the ancient Pantbion^ and exhaufted all the fub- 
jefts of the Grecian and Roman Mythology, we 
Ihall have recourfe to the fuperftitions of other 

nations 
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nations for the defigns of our monuments. They 
will then probably be adorned with Mgyptian 
Hieroglyphics, and the tomb of fome future hero 
may be built according to the model of the Pro- 
phet's tomb at Mecca. It is not to be doubted, 
but that the .Chinefe Tafte, whjch has already 
taken pofleffion of our gardens, our buildings, 
and our furniture, will alfo foon find it's way into 
our churches : and how elegant muft a monu- 
ment appear, which is ereded in the Chinefe 
Tafte, and embellifhed with dragons, bells. Pa- 
gods, and Mandarins ! 
O 

Numb. LXXIV. Thurfdayy June 26, 1755. 

— - — — Non ka Romuli 
Praefcriptum, et intonfi Catonis 

Aufpiciis, veterumque normd, HoR* 

Rome boojis her fons^ a race ofjlubbom foels^ 
To virtue trairCd by grey^heard Cato'j rules : 
Such rigid pride our modeji youth difclaimj 
Great in their crimes^ and glorious in their Jbame* 

THERE is no method of reproof more in 
vogue, than the falhion of drawing in- 
vidious parallels between the prefent times and 
the paft. The grumbling politician rails over 

his 
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his cofFee at the prefent minifiry, and reminds 
you with a figh of the golden days of Queen 
Befs : while, in matters of lefs confequence, the 
critic (hakes his head at Mr. Town, and 
mentions Bickerstaff. But the moralifts 
are above all others devoted to this pradtice. 
Thefe wife gentlemen are continually looking 
backwards, and condemning what lays imme- 
diately before them by retrofpeft. They are for 
ever harping on this jarring chord, and have 
fcarce more words in their mouths, than the 
folemn fentences faid to be delivered by Fryar 
BacorCs Brazen Head, Time is — Time was ^ 
77me is pafl. 

No comparifons of this fort are fo frequently 
repeated, and fo much infifted on, as thofe 
drawn between the Ancients and Moderns. If 
an eloquent member of the Houfe of Commons 
is cruelly fufpeded of bellowing for a place, 
nothing rings in his ears but TuUy and Z)/- 
mffthenes. If a gentleman or perhaps a noble- 
man, with an heavy mortgage upon his eftate, 
difencumbers it by felling his intereft at a county 
ele£lion, he is immediately upbraided with one 
Romany that was not afhamed to follow the 
plough tail, and another, who could refufe large 
bribes, and content himfelf with a cottage and 

turnips* 
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turnips. If a lady makes an unfortunate flip, 
ihe is told again and again of Lucretia^ and fifty 
other fchool-boy talcs of honour and chaflity. 
In a word, there is not one fafliionable frailty, 
but has fome ftubbom antiquated virtue fet in 
oppofition to it j and our unhappy metropolis 
is every day threatened with deftrudtion, for 
it's degeneracy from the rigid maxims of Rome 
or Sparta^ 

In the midft of all thefe fevere reflexions, it 
gives me infinite pleafure, that I can with jufl:ice 
take notice of the inconteftible fuperiority of the 
Moderns in point of Modefty. The arrogance 
of the Ancients was fo remarkable, that, in their 
idea of a perfcft chara£ter, they included every 
public and private virtue. They aimed at a ftriS 
obfervance of all the duties of life : and if fome 
old Romans had been ftiled Gods while living, 
it would not have been fiich grofs flattery as 
was afterwards prafticed in honouring the Empe- 
rors with an Apotheofts, Their inflexible honefty 
was their perpetual boaft, and their virtue was 
their pride. This high idea of a Perfeft'Charafter 
among the Ancients naturally urged them to lift 
themfelves to an invidious fuperiority above the 
reft of the world : while the modcft Moderns, 
by taking all the vices, inftead of the virtues, into 



04 ni CONNOISSEUR. N< 74. 
tbek notion of a Fine Gentleman, endeavour to 
let themfelves down to a level with the loweft of 
their fpecies, and have laid the fureft foundation 
for humility. Fine Gentlemen are fo far from 
being proud, that they are never guilty of any 
thing, which gives them the leaft reafon to be fo : 
and our Fine Ladies have none of the difgufting 
haughtinels of virtue, though indeed, they are 
feldom known to be afliamed. 

It 18 impofSble to devife any one method of 
lowering the good opinion a man might poffibly 
conceive of himfdf, that has not b^n put in 
pradice. No Fine Gentleman ever aimed at 
acquiring any excellence ; and if any natural 
perfe(9ions might give fome little occaiion for 
pride, the greateft pains have been taken to 
deftroy them. Good parts have, been often 
drowned in drunkennefs, and a ftrong conftitution 
fweated away in bagnjos : and in the mean time 
learning has been totally negle&ed, left improve- 
ment fhould bring on pedantry and literary pride. 
The moft (hining parts in the character of a 
Fine Gentleman are, that he drinks deep, drefles 
genteelly, rides well, can fhoe his own horie, 
and is pofiefled of fome other qualifications, which 
nobody can ever fufpe£t, that a mind, the leaft 
given to ambition, would ever labour to acquire. 

For 
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For my part I am fo far from agreeing with our 
Satirift, that the love of fame is the univerfal 
paffion, that when I obferve the behaviour of our 
Fine Gentlemen, I am apt to diink it proceeds 
from the loweft and humbleft turn of mind. Jn* 
deed, their lingular Modefty appears to me the 
only means of accounting for their adions, which 
commonly tend to place them in the meaneft and 
moft contemptible light. 

NoTHiKG but this invincible Modefty, and 
fear of feeming to aim- at excellence, could ever 
give rife to certain habits, not only ridiculous, 
but ungraceful. Good eyes, for inftance, ard 
univerfally acknowledged to give luftre to the 
whole countenance; yet fafhion and humility 
have blinded the whole town. The beau draws 
bis eyes out of his pocket, and the beauties kill 
us through fpying glafles. It has been known to 
be the vogue for perfons of fafhion to lofe the 
ufe of their legs, and limp along as if they were 
crippled : this pra£tice I daily expe<£l to be re?* 
vived : for I take it for granted, that the tall 
ftaves now carried about muft naturally dwindle 
into crutches. An inarticulate lifp even now 
infe£b the delivery in polite converfation. It is 
not at all unfafliionable to pretend deafnefs; 
and unlefi the ladies objef): to it, I do not defpair 

Vol. m. C ^C 
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of feeing the time, when the whole modifh world 
fhall afFe£t to be dumb. 

THfs humble way of thinking has been car- 
ried fo far, that it has even introduced a new 
fpecies of hypocrify. Fine Gentlemen, ^ fearing 
left their good qualities (hould in their own 
dcfpite overbalance their bad ones, claim feveral 
vices, to which they havfe no title. There is 
fomething very admirable and ingenuous in this 
diipofition among our young people, who not 
only candidly difcover all their fi^ilties, but accujfe 
themfelves of faults, which they never intended 
to commit. I know a young fellow, who is 
almoft every morning complaining of the head- 
ache, and curfing the laft night^s Champagne at 
the St. Alhan\ when I am well aflTured he pafled 
his evening very foberly witli his maiden aunts in 
Gheapjide. I am alfo acquainted with another 
gentleman, who is very fond of confefling his 
intrigues, and often modcftly takes fliame to 
hrmfelf for the great tnifchief he does among 
the women ; though I well know, he is too 
bafhful even to make love to his la\indrefs» Fie 
fometimes laments publickly the unlucky confe- 
quenccs of an amour, and has m(^e than once 
been difcovered to iend pill-boxes and gallipots 
directed for himfelf, to be left at the bar of 

neighbouring 
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neighbouring coffee-houfes. The fame humble 
turn of mind induces the frugal to appear extrava- 
gant ; and makes many a religious young fellow 
deny his principles, brave his confcience, and 
aiFe^ the chara6ier and converfation of an atheift. 
To fay the truth, the generality of the gay world 
are arrant hypocrites in their vices, and appear to 
be worfe than they really are. Many of our 
pretended Bloods are, in fad, no more drunkards, 
whoremafters, or infidels, than a bully is a man 
of courage 5 and are as little fincere in their boafts 
of vice, as ftatefmen or beauties in their mutual 
profeifions of friendfhip. 

That part of the female world, which com- 
pofes the order of Fine Ladies, have as much hu- 
mility as their counterparts, the Fine Gentlemen, 
There is fomething fo charming in the fair fex, 
that we Ihould almoft adore them, if they did not 
lay afide all the pride of reputation, and by fome 
good-natured familiarities reduce themfelves to 
an equality with us. It is, indeed, wonderful 
to obferve, with what diligence our polite ladies 
pare oflF the excellencies from their charaSers. 
When we fee them almoft as naked as the 
GraciSj it is natural to fuppofe them as warmly 
devoted to Vmus ; and when we hear them talk 
looiely, and encourage double meanings in con- 

C 2 verfation. 
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verfation, we are apt to imagine their notimis of 
honour not very ftriA or fevere. But after all, 
this is frequently mere hypocrify, and the tSeSt 
of humility. Many a lady^ very wanton in 
appearance, is in reality very modeft ; and many 
a coquet has loft her reputation without lofing 
her virtue. I make no doubt, but that feveral 
ladies of fufpicious charaders are not (o bad as 
ihey feem, and that there are honourable perfons 
among the gayeft of our women of quality. 

To return whence I fet out, the extraordinary 
Modefty of the Modems, fo averfe to the arro- 
gant pride of the Ancients claiming all virtues 
and good qualities whatfoever, is the only key to 
their behaviour. Vice, or at leaft the appearance 
of vice, becomes abfolutely requifite to pafs through 
the world with tolerable decency, and the cha« 
rafter of a man of fpirit. As Sir John Brute fajrs, 
*^ they were fneaking dogs, and afraid of being 
*« damned in thofe days j" but we are better 
informed, and fear nothing but the appearance 
of too much virtue. To fecure the nobility, 
gentry, and others, from fo {hocking an impu- 
tation, a friend of mine will fpeedily prefent 
the world with a curious piece, compiled from 
the praftice and principles of the prefent times, 
entitled, A New Treati/e on Ethics j ^r, a Syjiem 
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of Immoral Phikfophy. In this work he lias 
treated at large of Modem Modefly, (hewn 
the excellence and utility of Immorality, and 
confidered Drinking, Whoring, Fighting, and 
Gaming, as the four Cardinal Vices, or in other 
words, the principal conftituents of Bucks, 
Bloods, and Fine Gentlemen. 

O 

Numb. LXXV. Thurfday^ July 3, 1755. 

Non tu corpus eras fine pe£tore. — HoR. 

, Without a mind a man is but an ape^ 
A mifi brute body in an human Jl)ape. 

GOOD-NATURE is to the mind, what 
beauty is to the body; and an agreeable 
difpofition creates a love and efteem for us in the 
reft of mankind, as an handfome perfon recom- 
ipends us to the good graces of the fair fex. It 
may be further obferved, that any little defe£t in 
point of figure is fooner overlodced, than a four- 
nefs in the temper; and we conceive a more laft* 
ing difguft at a morofe churliflinefs of manners, 
than at an hump-back or a pair of bandy legs. 
Good-Nature is, indeed, fo amiable a qualifi- 

C 3 cation. 
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cation, that every man would be thought to pof- 
fefs it : and the ladies themfelves would no more 
like to be accufed of a perverfe turn of mindy 
than of an unhappy caft of features. Hence it 
proceeds, that thofe unfortunate ftale virgins, yfu- 
ally called Old Maids, have bodi thefe heavy 
cenfures thrown upon them; and are at oAce 
condemned, as ugly and ill-natured. 

Some perfons are (according to the ftri^ 
import of the phrafe itfelf ) bom Good-Natured. 
Thefe fortunate people are eafy in themfelves, 
and agreeable to all about them. They are, as it 
were, conditutionally pleaiing ; and can no more 
fa|l of being aiFable and engaging in converfation, 
than an Hamilton or a Coventry can be otherwife 
than beautiful and charming. Yet it is the duty 
even of thofe, who are naturally endowed ** with 
** the foft parts of converfation," to be careful 
not to deprave or abufe them. They muft not 
rely too confidently on their native fweetnefs of 
difpofition : for we fhould no more efteem a man, 
who difcovered a negligence of pleafing, than we 
fhould admire a beauty, who was an intolerable 
ilattern. Nor, on the other hand, fhould they 
let their Good -nature run to an excefs of com* 
pliment and extravagant civility : for an engage* 
ing temper has been as often fpoUed by this trouble- 

ibme 
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fome politenefs, as a fine fh^pe has been iqucezed 
into frightful diftortions by tight ftays, and a fine 
compkxion entirely ruined by paint. 

^ B u T if this care is requiiite even in thofe 
few, who are bleft with this native complacency 
and good humour, how neceflary is it for the 
generality of mankind to labour at rectifying the 
irregularities in their temper? For this puYpofe 
it would be fully fufficient, if they would employ 
half the art to cultivate their ipinds, that is daily 
ufed tQ fet o^ their perfons. Tq this important 
end, not only the f^niale delicacies of paint and 
^flence are called in as auxiiia^ries to th^ embroi- 
dered fqits and French perukes, but this anxiety to 
fupply any perfonal defecSl has fet the invention 
of artificers to work with fo much earneflneis, 
that there is fcarce any external blemifh, which 
may not be removed or concealed : and however 
unkindly nature may have dealt with you, you 
may by their affiftance ht made a model for a 
ftatuary, or a pattern for a painter to fludy. If 
you want an inch in height, your ihoe-maker can 
fupply it \ and your hofier can furnifh you with a 
pair of calves, that may put an Irijhman to 
the blufh. An irregularity in your fliape can be 
made invifible by your taylor, or at leafl by the 
artift near the Haymarket^ \yho daily gives no^ 

C 4 tice^ 
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tice that he makes fteel ftays for all thofe, who 
are inclined to be crooked* There are various 
beautifying lotions and cofmetics, that will cure 
fpots and freckles in the complexion, and combs 
and unguents, that will change red hair to the 
fined brown. Do you want an eye ? Ti^lw will 
fill the vacant focket with as bright a piercer, as 
the family of the PentweazJes can boaft. Or is 
your mouth deficient for want of teeth ? Paul yul- 
lion (to ufe his own phrafe) will re^ifi^ your bead^ 
and will fix a fet in your gums as even and as 
white, as ever adorned the mouth of a chinmey- 
fweeper. Tbefe, and many other inventums no 
lefs curious and extraordinary, have been devifed; 
and there are no operations, however painful^ 
which have not been fubmitted to with patience, 
to conquer perfonal deformities. I know a gen- 
tleman, who went through the agony rf having 
his leg broke a fecond time, becaufe it had been 
fet awry ; and I remember a lady, who died of a 
cancer in her breaft, occafioned by the applica* 
tion of repelling plaifters to keep back her milk, 
that the beauty of her neck might not be de- 
ftroyed. I moft heartily wiih the fame refolution 
was difcovered in improving the difpofition. Tulfy^ 
in that part of his Offices where he fpeaks of 
Grace, tells us, ** that it is deftroyed by any 
<< violent perturbations either of die body or 

« mind.'* 
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^< mind." It is a pity, that mankind cannot be 
reconciled to this opinion ; fince it is likely, they 
would fpare no pains in culti¥,ating their minds, 
if it tended to adorn their perfons. Yet it is cer- 
tain, that a man makes a worfe figure with an 
ignorant pate, that an unpowdered peruke -, and 
that knowledge is a greater ornament to the head, 
than a bag or a (mart cocked hat; that anger 
fets like a blood-fbot in the eyes, while Good- 
Nature lights them up with fmiles, and makes 
every feature in the face charming and agreeable. 

The difficulty of being convinced, that we 
want this focial turn, is the grand reafon, that 
fo little pains are taken to acquire and perfect it. 
Would a man once be perfuaded of any irregu- 
larity in his temper, he would find the blemifhes 
of the mind more eaiily corre£led and amended^ 
than the defe£ls and deformities of the body : but 
alas ! every man is in his own opinion fenfible 
and good-humoured. It is, indeed, pofSble to 
convince us, that we have a bad complexion or 
an aukward deportment, which we endeavour to 
amend by waflies and a dancing-mailer; but 
when the mind is accufed, felf-adulation, the 
moft fatal fpecies of flattery, makes us cajole our- 
felves into a belief, that the fault is hot in our 
own difpofitionj but in that of our companions ; 

C 5 as 
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as the mad inhabitants of Moorfields conclude 
all, that come to viiit them out of their fenfes. 
This fooliih flattery it is, that makes us think our- 
felves inflexibly in the right, while we are obfti- 
nately wrong, and prevents our receiving or com« 
municating any pleafure in fociety. A whimlical 
perfon complains of the flcklenefs of his acquain- 
tance, and conftantly accufes them of fancy and 
caprice ; and there never was an inftance of a 
pofitlve untoward man, that did not continually 
rail at the perverfenefs and obfl:inacy of the reft 
of the world. A modern Buck damns you for a 
fuilen fellow, if you refufe a pint bumper, and 
looks upon you as a fneaking fcoundrel, if you 
decline entering Into any of his wild pranks,^ and 
do not chufe to lay all night in the roundhoufe. 
The untraftable humourift, while he difgufts all 
that are about him, conceives himfelf to be the 
perfon affronted, and laments that there is no 
harmony in the converfation, though he is him- 
felf the only one that plays out of tune. It is 
true, indeed, that " the eye fees not itfelf :" but 
when this blind partiality is carried fo far, as to 
induce us to believe thofe guilty of the folly, who 
make us fenfible of it, it is furely as abfurd as 
to imagine, that the hair lip or carbuncled nofe, 
a man fees in the glafs, belongs to the figure in 
the mirrour, and not to his own face. 

Perfection 



No. 75- "^ CONNOISSEUR. 35 
Perfection is no more to be expeded in 
the minds of men than in their perfons : Natural 
defeSs and irregularities in both muft be over- 
looked and exculed. But then equal attention 
(hould be paid to both; and we (hould not be 
anxious to cloath the perfon, and at the fame 
time let the mind go naked. We (hould be 
equally affiduous to obtain knowledge and virtue, 
as to put on lace and velvet; and when our 
minds are completely drefTed, we (hould take 
care that Good-nature and complacency influ* 
ence and dire£t the whole; which will throw 
the fame grace over our virtues and good qua- 
lities, as fine cloaths receive from being cut ac- 
cording to the faihion. In order to acquire 
thefe good qualities, we (hould examine ourfelves 
impartially, and not ere£): ourfelves into judges, 
and treat ajl the reft of mankind like criminals^ 
Would it not be highly ridiculous in a perfon of 
quality to go to court in a ruiF, a cloak, a pair 
of trunk hofe, and the habit worn in the days of 
Queen Elizabeth^ and while he ftrutted^ about in 
this antiquated garb, to accufe all the reft of the 
world of being out of the faihion i 

I CANNOT conclude better than with a paflage 
from Swift* s Tale of a Tub^ where the ftrid ana- 
logy between the doathing of the mind and the 

C 6 body 
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hoAy b humouroufly pointed out. <^ Man 
*< (fays he) is a Micro-Coat. As to his body 
<* there can be no doubt; but examine even the 
*^ acquirements of his mind, you will find them 
^^ all contribute in their order towards furnifhing 
** out an exad drefs. To inftance no more; 
** is not Religion a Cloak, Hmifty a pair of 
**> Shoes worn out in the dirt, Self-Love a Sur- 
*^ tout, Vamty a, Shirt, and Confcience a pair of 
^ Breeches, which, though a cover for lewd- 
^ ne(s as well as naftinefs, is eaflly dipt down 
« for the fcrvice of both ?" 
O 

Numb. LXXVI. Thur/day^ July 10, 1755. 

Vomeris hue & falcis honos, hue omnis aratri 
Ceffit amor : recoquunt patrios fornacibus enfes : 
Claffica jamque fonant : it bello telTera iignum. 

ViRG. 

Thefcythe negleHed^ and forgot the plough^ 
The ni/iic knits his politician brow : 
His grandjire*s rujlyfword he longs to weildy 
JVhile gunsy drumSy trumpets call him to the f eld, 

TH £ Britijh Lion, who has for a long time 
paft been a paffive couchant beaft, or at 
moft b^n beard to growl and grumble, now begins 
to roar again. His tremendous voice has roufed 

the 
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the whole nation, and the meaneft of the people 
breathe nothing but war and revenge. The 
encroachments of the French on our colonies 
are &m general topic of converfation, and the 
popular cry now runs. New England for tuer! 
Peace or war has been the fubje£t of bets at 
White^Sj as well as the debates at the Robin 
Hood ; and ^< a fleet roafting, Hew world's new 
drefi, the colonies in a rope, &c/' were, laft 
Sunday, the fubje^ of a prayer and leSure at 
the^Oratory in Clare-market. The theatres alfo, 
before they clofed the feafon, entertained us with 
feveral warlike dramas : The Prefs-Gang was 
exhibited at Covent-Garden ; and at Drury-Lane 
the fame fea, that rolled it's canvafs billows in 
pantomime at the beginning of the feafon to 
carry Harlequin to Chinay was .again put in 
motion to tranfport our failors to North America. 
At prefent the ftreets ring with the martial 
firains of our ballad-fingers, who are endea- 
vouring, like Tyrtaus of old, to roufe their 
fellow countrymen to battle; while all the polite 
world are hurrying to Port/mouth to fee mock- 
fights, and be regaled with pickled pork and fea- 
bifcuit on board the Admiral. 

This pofture of affairs has occafioned politics, 
which have been long neglected as ftudies ufelefs 
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and impertinent, to become once more fafhion- 
able. Religion and politics, though they natu- 
rally demand our conftant attention, are only 
cultivated in England by fits. Chriftianity ileeps 
among us, unlefs rouied by the apprehenfions of 
a plague, an earthquake, or a Jew-Bill: and we 
are alarmed for a while at the fudden news of an 
invaHon or a rebellion ; but, as foon as the dan- 
ger is over, the EngUJhman^ like the foldier reco- 
vered from his fright occafioned by Queen Mab^% 
drumming in his ear, *^ fwears a prayer or two, 
<• and fleeps again." To preach up public fpirit, 
is at Tome feafons only blowing a dead coal ; but 
at others, an accidental blaft kindles the embers, 
and they mount into flame in an inftant. The 
reign of politics feems at prefent to be re-com- 
mencing. Our news papers contain dark hints 
and (hrewd conjeftures from the Hague^ Paris^ 
and Madrid \ and the lye of the day is artfully 
contrived to influence the rife and fall of the 
money-barometer in Change-Alley. This is the 
prdent ftate of politics within the bills of morta- 
lity ; of which I fliall now take no further notice^ 
but fubmit to the perufal of my readers the fol- 
lowing letter from my Coufin Village on the 
fame important fubje^t. 



Dear 
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, June 30, 1755. 

Deak Cousin ! 

WAR, though it has not laid our fields 
wafte or made oar cities defolate, engrofles 
almoft all the attention of this place. Every 
farm houfe fwarms with politicians, who lay 
their wife heads together for the good of the 
nation; and at every petty chandler's fhop in 
town, while the half quarterns of tea are weighed 
out, the balance of Europe is adjufted. The 
preparations now making by fea and land arc 
as popular fubje<£b as the price of corn or the 
Broad- Wheel- A£l. Succefs to our noble admi- 
rals, and a fpeedy War, are alio as common 
toafts over a mug of ale as God fpeed the plough^ 
or a good harveft : though it muft be owned, 
that fome (elfUh country fquires, who have not 
an equal (bare of public fpirit and love of their 
country with their fellow nifties, are fomewhat 
apprehenfive of the influence, which a war may 
have upon the Land-tax. 

I AM at prefent on a vifit to Sir PoUttc Hearty^ 
who is one of thofe country gentlemen, who 
fo much prefer the public welfare to their own 
private intereft, that they are more anxious 
about the affairs of the nation than the care 

of 
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of their own eftates. Sir Politic is miferable 
three days in the week for want of intelligence ; 
but his fpirits revive at the found of the poft-hom, 
when the mail brings him the London Evening 
Po/}^ and a long letter of news from his nephew 
at the Temple. Thefe Sir PoUtic himfelf reads 
after dinner to me, the curate of the parifli, 
and the town-apothecary, whom he indulges with 
the run of his table for their deep infight into 
the proceedings of the government. He makes 
many flirewd remarks on every paragraph, and 
frequently takes the opinion of the two Dodors 
(for he honours both the curate and apothecary 
with that title) on the afterifks, dafhes, and 
italics. Nothing at firft puzzled the honeft 
baronet, and his privy council, fo much as the 
new feat of wajr. They very well knew the 
fituation of BruJ/els, Ghenty Antwerp^ and other 
fcenes of a£tion in Flanders ; but Virginia^ the 
Ohioy OJwegOy &c. (to ufe a common phrafe) 
were quite out of their latitude. But this dif- 
ficulty is at length furmounted by the Templar's 
having tranfmitted to his uncle one of UArmlle\ 
maps ; by the help of which the baronet fome- 
times delineates the progrefs of the French up the 
OUoy in meanders of port winding along the 
table, and fometimes demolifhes the forts lately 
raifed by the enemy in different parts of our 

colonies. 
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colonies. At prefent writing I am but juft with- 
drawn from the taking of Croutm Pointy repre- 
fented by a cork, and ftormed by Sir PoUtic at 
the head of an army of cherry-ftones. 

Sir Politic has, indeed ftudied Mmjieur 
UAreuiUi thoroughly : He has alfo been very 
much taken lip of late with the perufal of the 
Hiftory of the Six Nations : fo that he has fcarce 
one idea in his head, that does not bear fome 
relation to the Weft-Indies. We had fome boiled 
beef the other day for dinner, when the good 
knight obfeiyed, that he fliould be glad to par* 
take of a buttock, boiled in the War-lettU ; and 
he had no fooner lighted his pipe, than the firft 
pu£F of the tobacco threw him into fome reflexions 
on the danger of Virginia. *' By the bye, 
^^ (i^d the barony, ) I am a great admirer of 
^^ die Indian oratory ; and I dare fay old Hendrick 
^^ the Sachem would have made a good figure 
** in the Houfe of Commons. There is fome- 
^< thing very elegant in the Covenant-Belt ; but 
^^ pray what a pox are thofe damned Strings 
** of fFampum f I cannot find any account of 
** them in Chambers^ DiSiionaryJ^ He then 
entered into a diilertation on the War-hoop ; 
and turning to the apothecary, ^^ DoSor, faid 
be, what do you think of Scalping?'' The 

Doftor 
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Doctor replied, that for his part be imagined it 
to be fomewhat in the nature of an Epijpqftsc 
or Blifter, ** Ay, (faid the other reverend 
^^ Do£lor, fhaking his heady) it is a very bar- 
^< barous cuftom indeed : though it is no wonder, 
** fince they have only had a few Jefitits among 
«* them ; fo that they have very little notion 
«* of Cbrijlianity:' 

War never fails of producing groundlefs and 
contr^didory reports : and if Fame isr a lying^ 
jade in town, fhe la^the idleft goffip that ever 
ipoke in the country. We have gained feveral 
vi£tories in Virginiay and taken feveral fortSj 
but loft them all back again the next poft. At 
one time we burnt, funk, took, and deftroyed 
the whole French fleet, though it had not ftirred 
out of Breji harbour : and but laft week we (hot 
o(F poor BofcawerCs legs, and made him fight, 
like Jf^theringtm on his ftumps ; 'till a letter 
from Sir Politicks nephew confuted this report^ 
and fet the Admiral on his legs again. 

lam, dearCoufin, yours, &c« 



NVMB. 
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NUMB.LXXVIL Thurfdayy July 17, 1755. 

Cum pulchris tunicis fumet nova confilia et fpes. 

HoR. 

Wifdom with periwigs y with caffocis graai^ 
CotiT^e with /wards J gentility with kce* 

To Mr. TOW N. 
SIR, 

IR E A D your late paper, fhewing the clofe 
analogy, which cloathing the body bears to 
adorning the mind ; and am thoroughly perfua* 
ded, that the generality of mankind would be as 
glad to embellifh their minds as to fet off their 
perfons, if they could procure knowledge, virtue, 
and good-nature, with the fame eafe that they 
can furnifh themfelves with the ornaments 
of the body. The clown in rug or duiFel 
can, at a moment's warning, be furnifhed 
with a complete fuit of lace or embroidery from 
JHonmouth- Street ; his long lank greafy hair may 
be exchanged in MiddU-Row for a fmart bag or a 
jemmy fcratch ; and his clouted fhoes, with the 
rough hobnaik In the heel and fole clumping at 

every 
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every ftep, may be transformed into a pair of 
dancing pumps at the Torkjhire Warehoufe, or 
the Old Crifpin in Cranhourn- Alley* The draggled 
ftreet-walker can rig herfelf with a clean fmock, 
a linnen gown, and an hat fmartly cocked up be- 
hind and before, in Broad St, Gileses ; or if £he 
can afford it, every pawn-broker will let out a 
gold watch with coronets, a tiffue or brocaded 
fack, and all the paraphernalia of a countefs. . But 
where, Mr. TowK, can thefe people go to cloath 
their minds, or at what (hops are retailed fenie 
and virtue ? Honour and honefty are not to be 
purchafed in Monmouth-Jireet j knowledge is not 
ipfufed into the head through the powder-puflF; 
and, as good wine needs no buih, fenfe is not 
derived from the full-bottomed periwig. The wo^ 
man of the town, vamped up for (hew with paint, 
patches, plumpers, and every external ornamer^ 
that art can adminifter, knows no method to 
beautify her mind. She cannot for any price buy 
chaftity in Broad St, Giles% or hire honefty from 
the pawn-broker's. 

Seeing, therefore, at one view the difficulty 
in obtaining the accomplifbments of the mind, 
and the exa£l analogy they bear to drefs, I have 
been labouring this week paft to remedy that 
inconvenience, and have at length devifed a 

fchemcj 
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fcheme, which will fully anfwer that purpofe. 
In a word then, I fhall next winter dpen a (hop 
or warehoufe in the moil public part of die town, 
under the name of a Mind-and-Body-Clo- 
THiER : two trades which, though never yet uni- 
ted, iare fo far from being incompatible, that they 
are in their nature infeparable. I fhall not only 
fupply my friends with a fuit or a fingle virtue, 
but Airnifh them with complete habits of mind 
and body from head to foot: and by a certain 
fecret art in the form and texture of the things fold, 
die required virtues fhall be as inherent in them, 
as the materials of which they are compofed. 
That fuch virtues may be transfufed by cloaths is 
evident from experience. In the narrow extent 
of my reading, Mr. Town, I remember to have 
met with an account of Foriunatus*sWi(hing'Czp^ 
by which he could tranfport himfelf in an inftant 
from one place to another : It is alfb well known, 
that the &mous Jaci the Giant-killer poflefled a 
Sword of Sharpnefs, Shoes of Swiftnefs, and a 
Coat of Invifibility. Why then may not I fell 
a furtout of patriotifm, or a fword of honour, 
and retail modefty and chaflity to fine ladies 
in tuckers and aprons ? 

No one, who duly confiders the natural influ- 
ence, which cloaths commonly have upoil their 

wearers. 
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wearers, will objed to my fcheme as utterly im- 
practicable. That a peribn can put on or throw 
off the internal habits of his mind together with 
his coat or his periwig, is plain in very nume- 
rous inftances. The young counfeilor, who every 
morning in term-time takes the meafure of Wf/i* 
mn/ier- Hall with the importance of a judge upon 
the circuit, , at once divefts himfelf of his gravity 
with the ftarched band and long robe, and re* 
fumes the fpirit of a Buck together with the fwonl 
and bag- wig. In the fame manner the orthodox 
. vicar once a week wraps himfelf up in piety and 
virtue with his canonicals ; which qualities are as 
eafily caft off again as his furplice ; and for the 
reft of the week he wears the drefs as well as the 
manners of his fox-hunting patron. We may 
learn the difpofition of a man by his apparel, as 
we know the trade of a carpenter by his leathern 
apron, or a foldier by his red coat. When we 
' fee a fnuff-coloured fuit of ditto with bolus but- 
tons, a metal-headed cane, and an enormous 
bufhy grizzle, we as readily know the wearer to 
be a difpenfer of life and death, as if we had 
feen him pounding a mortar or brandifhing a 
clyfter-pipe. The different affeftions of the 
mind have been diftinguifbed by different colours; 
as fcarlet has been made to reprefent valour^ 
yellow to denote jealoufy, and true blue to %•- 

nify 
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nify intfegrity. Thus we may likewife diicover 
all the virtues and vices lurking in the different 
parts of the apparel. "yVhen at a city feaft 
I fee the guefts tacking their napkins into 
their {hirt- collars, as if they were all of them 
going to be Ihaved, I very well know that their 
thoughts wear a different drefs than in the Alley : 
and when the antiquated toaft is laying on her 
complexion at the toilet, and repairing tht 
Tuins of beauty, what is (he doing but patching 
her mind with pride and conceit ? In a word, I 
can difcoveir impudence flaring from the bold 
cock of a KevenhulUr^ pariimony fkulking in a 
darDed ftocktng, coquetry fpread out in an hoop- 
petticoat, and foppery dangling from a fhoulder*^ 
knot. I often pleafe myfelf with thus remarking 
the various drefles of the mind ; and by the clue 
you have already given us, I have been able to 
unfold the inmoft linings of the heart, and diico- 
ver ** the very ftufF of the thoughts." 

It muft, however, be owned, that in thefe 
matters the niceft penetration may be impofed 
on ; fince, in the prefent random method of 
dreffing, many perfons appear in m^fquerade. 
This inconvenience, among others, will be reme- 
died by my prcjeA ; for, as whoever deab with 
me will at oiice death his mind and his body, 

the 
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the whole town will be drefled in chara£ter. 
Thus if a chimney-fweepcr or a plough-boy put 
on a fuit of embroidery, a fword, bag-wig, &c, 
they will at the fame time inveft themfelve^ with 
the internal dignity of a perfon of quality : my 
lady's yoiingeft fon may buy courage with his 
regimentals, and orthodoxy may be purcha&d at 
the fame time with a gown and caflbck by Ae 
^oung fmarts from the univeriities. My fcheme 
alfo further recommends itfelf, by laying open the 
only path to virtue and knowledge, that the 
world will chufe to follow ; for, as my dojitfas 
will always be cut according to the neweft and 
moft elegant manner, thefe qualifications of the 
mind, inherent in them, muft neceiTarily come 
into iafhion. Thus our fine gentlemen will 
learn morality under their valet de chanAr€\ and 
a young lady of fafhion will acquire new ac* 
compliihments with every new ribband, and 
become virtuous as well as beautiful at her toi^ 
lette. I depend on your readinefs to promote my 
fcheme : but what I mofl earneftly intreat of you, 
Mr. Town, is to ufe your utmofl interefl with 
the polite world, but efpecially with the ladies, 
not to difcard cldaths entirely \ as by fuch a re(b- 
lution my fcheme muft be defeated ; and, indeed, 
it will not be in the power of man to give them 
virtue^ if they determine to go naked. 

As 
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As knowledge and virtue can never be fufli- 
ciently diffufcd, . my warchoufe will be calcu- 
lated for general ufe, and ftored with large affort- 
ments of all kinds of virtues and drefles, that I 
may fuit perfons of whatever denomination, 
Phyficians may be furni&ed .from my (hop with 
gravity and learning in the tyes of a periwig j 
ferjeants at law may be fitted with a competent 
knowledge of reports under a coif; and young 
counfellors may be endued with a fufEcient fund 
of eloquence for the circuits, in a -fmart tye be- 
tween a bob and a flow, contrived to cover a 
toupee. I ihall fell religion to country parfons 
in pudding-fleeves, and to young town curates 
juft con^ from the univerfity, in dofliors fcarft 
and full grizzles : I fliall have fome pious ejacu- . 
lations, whijtings, and groans, ready cut out in 
leathern aprons and blue frocks, for the preach- 
ing fraternity of carpenters, bricklayers, tallow- 
chandlers, and butchers, at the Tabernacle and 
Foundery in Moorfields. For our military gen- 
tlemen* defigned to go abroad, I (hall have feve- 
ral parcels of true Briiijh courage, woven in a 
variety of cockades and fword>knots j and for our 
fine gentlemen, who ftay at home, I have pro- 
vided a proper quantity of French Bagatelle^ in cut 
velvet, lace and embroidery, neat as imported, 

Vol. III. D K% 
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As the ladies, I fuppofe^ will all of diem, to 
a woman, be defirous of purchafing beauty with 
every branch of the female apparel, I am afraid I 
fhall not be able to anfwer their demands ; but I 
fhall have feveral drefies, which will make up 
for the want of it, I fhall have neatnefs done up 
in a great variety of plain linnen ; decency and 
difcretion in feveral patterns for mobs, hoods, 
and night-gowns ; together with modefty difpofed 
into tuckers, kerchiefs for the neck, ftays that 
almoft meet the chin, and petticoats that touch 
the ground. I fhall alfo have a fmall portion of 
chaAity knit into garters, and twifted into laces 
for the ftays, very proper to be worn at malque* 
rades and aflemblies. 

I HAD almoft forgot to mention, that authors, 
who are often in equal want of fenfe and cloa^hs, 
(hall be fitted out by me with both at once on 
very reafonable rates. As for yourfelf, Mr. Town, 
I (hall beg leave to prefent you with an entire 
fuit of faperfine wit and humour, warranted to 
wear well, and appear creditable, and in which 
no author would be afhamed to be feen. 

I am. Sir, your humble fervant, 

VV EuTRAPELUs Trim, 
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N u M B. LXXVm. Thurfday, July ij^, 1755. 

r 

^tatis cujufque notandi funt tibi mores. HoR. 

WhatfoiUes wait on life through ev\yjlage ! 
Our youth a wild-fire^ and afroji our age ! 

To Mr. T JV N. 
SIR, 

NOTHING is more necefiary, in order 
to wear off any particularitiea in our beha« 
viour, or to root oat any perverfenefs in our opi- 
nions, than mixing with perfons of ages and occu- 
pations different from our own. Whofoever con- 
fines himfelf entirely to the fociety of thofe who 
are engaged in the fame perfuits, and whoie 
thoughts naturally t^e thQ fame turn with his 
own^ acquires a certain fliffnefs and pedantry of 
behaviour, which is fure to make him difagreeable, 
except in one particular fet of company. Inftead 
of cramping the mind by keeping it within fo 
narrow a circle, we ihould endeavour to enlarge 
it by every worthy notion and accomplifliment; 
and temper each qualification with it's oppofite, 
as the four elements are compounded in our na- 
tural frame. 

D 2 "^v^. 
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The neceffity of this free converfation^ to 
open and improve the mind, is evident from the 
confequences, which always follow a negleiEl of 
it. The employment each man is engaged in, 
wholly engroiles his attention, and tinges the 
mind with a peculiar die, which (hews itfelf in 
all the operations of it, unlefs prevented by natu- 
ral good fenfe or a liberal education. The phy- 
iician, the lawyer, and the tradefman will appear 
in company, though none of thofe occupations 
are the fubjeft of difcourfe ; and the clergyman 
will grow morbfe and fevere, ^ho fddcta or 
never converfes with the laity. If no particular 
profeflion claims this influence over us, fome dar- 
ling paflion or amufettient gives a colour to our 
thoughts and adions, and makes us odious or 
at leaft ridiculous. Fine ladies for inftancc, by 
defpifing the converfation of fenfible men, can 
talk of nothing but routs, balls, aflimblies, birth- 
day fuits, and intrigues ; and fine gentlemen, for 
the fame reafon, of almoft nothing at all. In 
like manner, the furious partizan, who has not 
been weaned from a mad attachment- to parti- 
cular principles, is weak enough to imagine evwy 
man of a different way of thinking a fool and z 
fcoundrel ; and the feilary or zealot devotes i to 
eternal damnation all thofe, who will not go fo 
heaven in the fame road with himfelf, under the 

guidance 
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guidance of Whitejuldy Wejley^ or Count Zinzen- 
dorff. To the fame caufe we owe the rough 
country fquire, whpfe ideas are wholly bent on 
guns, dogs, horfes, and game; and who has 
every thing atout hiip of a piece with his diver- 
fions. His hal) muft be adorned with ftags heads, 
infiead of bufts and (latues \ and in the room of 
family pictures, you will fee prints of the moft 
famous ftallions and race-horfes: all his doors 
open and fliut with foxes feet; and even the 
buttons of his cloaths are impreiTed with the 
figures of dogs, foxes, ftags, and horfes. To 
this ^bfurd pra6):ice of cultivating only one fet 
pf ideas, and (butting ourfelves out from any 
intercourfe with the reft of the world, is owing 
that narrownefs of mind, which has infedied the 
<*onverfation of the polite world with infipidity, 
made roughnefs and brqtality the charaderiftics 
of a mere country gentleman, and produced the 
moft fatal confequences in politics and religion. 

But if this commerce with the generality of 
mankind is fo neccflary to remove any impref- 
fions, which we may be liable to receive from 
any particular employment or darling amufement, 
what precautions ought to be ufed, in order to 
remedy the inconvenicncies naturally incident 
to the different ages of life ! It is not certain, 

D 3 that 
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that a perfon will be engaged in any profeffion, 
or given up to any peculiar kind of pleafure ; but 
the mind of every man is fubjedt to the inclina- 
tions arifing from the Several ftages of his exiftence, 
as well as his body to chronical diftempers. This 
indeed, Mr. TowN, is the principal caufe of 
my writing to you: for it has often given me 
great concern to fee the prefent divifion between 
the young and the old \ to obferve elderly men 
forming themfelves into clubs and focieties, that 
they may be more fecurely feparated from youth ; 
and to fee young men running into diiSpation and 
debauchery, rather than ailbciate with age. If 
each party would labour to conform to the other, 
from fuch a coalition many advantages would ac- 
crue to both. Our youth would be inftru£led 
by the experience of age, and lofe much of that 
levity, which they retain too long : while at the 
fame time the wrinkled brow of the aged would 
be fmoothed by the fprightly chearfulnefs of youth; 
by which they might fupply the want of fpirits, 
forget the lofs of old friends, and bear with eafc 
all their worldly misfortunes. It is remarkable, 
that thofe young men are the moft worthy and 
fenfible, who have kept up any intercourfe with' 
the old J and that thofe old men are of the moft 
chearful and amiable difpofition, who have not 
been afhamed to converfe with the young. 

I WILL 
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I WILL not pretend to decide which party 
is moft blameable in negle«5ing this neccffary 
commerce with each other ; which, if properly 
managed, would be at once fo beneficial and 
delightful : but it undoubtedly arifes from a cer- 
tain felfifhnefs and obftinacy in both, which will 
not fufFer them to make a mutual allowance for 
the natural difference of their difpofitions. Their 
inclinations are, indeed, as different as their years : 
yet each expe£ls the other to comply, though 
neither will make any advances. How rarely do 
we fee the leaft degree of fociety preferved between ^ 
a father and a fon ! a (hocking refledion, when 
we confider that nature has endeavoured to unite 
them by parental afFedion on one fide, and filial 
gratitude on the other. Yet a father and fon as 
feldom live together with any tolerable harmony, 
as an hufband and wife ; and chiefly for the fame 
reafon : for though they are both joined under 
the fame yoke, yet they ar'e each tugging differ- 
ent ways. A father might as well expedt his fon 
to be as gouty and infirm as himfelf, as to have 
the difpofition which he has contrafted from age; 
and a fon might as reafonably defire the vigour 
and vivacity of 'five and twenty, as his own love 
of gaiety and diverfions, in his father. It is there- 
fore evident, that a mutual endeavour to conform 
to each other is abfolutely requifite to keep toge- 

D 4 ^^x 
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ther the cement of natural afFeftion, which aii 
untradlable ftubbornnefs, fo frequently diflblves ; 
or at lead, if it does not difturb the afFe^Stion^ it 
conftantly deftroys the fociety between father 
and Ton. 

HThis unhappy and unnatural divifion is often 
the fubje£t of complaint in perfons of both ages 5 
but is ftill unremedied, becaufe neither refleA on 
the caufe whence it proceeds. Old men are per- 
petually commenting on the extreme levity of the 
times, and blaming the young, becaufe they do not 
admire and court their company : which, indeed^ 
is no wonder, fmce they generally treat their 
youthful companions as mere children, and ex- 
pedl fuch a flavifh deference to their years, as 
deftroys that equality by which chearfulnefs and 
fociety fubfifts. Young men do not like to be 
chid by a proverb, or reproved by a wrinkle : but 
though they do not chufe to be correfted by their 
grave feniors like fchool-boys, they would be 
proud to confult them as friends ; which the inju- 
dicious feverity of old age feldom will permit, 
not deigning to indulge them with fo great a de- 
gree of freedom and familiarity. Youth, on the 
other hand, fhun the company of age, complain- 
ing of the fmall regard and refpefl: paid to them, 
though they often a£l with fo little referve and 

fuch 
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fuch unbecoming confidence, as not to deferve it. 
Suppofe the old were pleafed with the natural flow 
of fpirits and lively converfation of youth, ftill 
fome refpe£l may be challenged as due to them ; 
nor (hould the decency and fobriety of their cha- 
rafters ever be infulted by any improper or im- 
modeil converfation. 

I AM an old man, myfelf, Mr. Town, and 
I have an only boy, whofe behaviour to me is 
unexceptionable : permit me, therefore, to dwell 
a moment longer on my favourite fubje£l, and I 
will conclude. With what harmony might all 
parents and children live together, if the father 
would ftrive to foften the rigour of age, and 
remember that his fon muft naturally pofTefs thofe 
qualities, which ever accompany youth; and if 
the fon would in return endeavour to fuit him- 
felf to thofe infirmities, which his father received 
from old age ! If they would reciprocally ftudy to 
be agreeable to each other, the father would infen- 
fibly fubftitute afFeflion in the room of authority, 
and lofe .the. churlifli feverity and peevifiinefs 
incident to his years : while the fon would curb 
the unbecoming impetuofity of his youth, change 
his relu£tance to obey into a conflant attention 
to pleafe, and remit much of his extreme gaiety 
in conformity to the gravity of his father. 

D 5 Vt^c^^^^N^^. 



58 The CONNOISSEUR. N^ 79, 

Wherever fuch a turn of mind is encouraged, 
there mud be bappinefs and agreeable fociety: 
and the contrary qualities of youth and age, thus 
blended, compofe the fureft cement of afFe<^ion ; 
as colours of the moft oppoflte tints, by a (kilful 
mixture, each giving and receiving certain (hades, 
will form a pidlure, the moft heightened and 
exquifite in it*s colouring. 

I am, Sir, your moft humble fervant, 

John Bevil. 



Numb. LXXIX. Thurfday^ J^b Z^y '755- 



O te, Bollane, cerebri 



Felicem ! aiebam tacitus, dum quidlibet illc 
Garriret, vicos, urbcm laudaret. — HoR. 

Silent Ifaid^ happieji headofCiu 

With brain uncumber'd^ and the load of wit f 

Fromjireet to Jlreet Jlill rambling up and doum^ 

While all his talk wasjiill of London Town. 

Mr. Village to Mr. Town. 

Dear Cousin, 

I Have been very much diverted with your 
obfervations on the honeft tradefmcn, who 
make weekly excurfions into the villages about 
town i and I agree with you, that the generality 

of 
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of your citizens feldotn dare truft themfelves out of 
the fight of London fmpke, or extend their travel* 
further than with their wives and children in the * 
Wandfworth double poft-chaife, or the Hampton 
long coach. But we may now and then pick up 
a ftray citizen, whom bufinefs had dragged be* 
yond the bills of mortality, as it happened to my- 
felf the other day, about, forty miles from London : 
and as I was mightily pleafed with his behaviour 
and converfation, I have taken the liberty to fend 
you an account of it. 

Being caught in a fhower upon the road, 
I was glad to take fhelter at the firjft inn I came 
to J which, if it had not been called the New 
Inn, I ihould have thought, from it's antique 
appearance, had been an houfe of entertainment 
in the time of our great grandfathers. I had 
fcarce alighted, when a ftrange figure, (driven 
thither, as I fuppofed, on the fame account with 
myfelf,) came foberly jogging into the yard, 
dripping wet. As he waited for the fteps before 
he would venture to get off his horfe, I had the 
opportunity of furveying his whole appearance. 
He was wrapped up in an old thread-bare weather- 
beaten furtout, which I believe had once been 
fcarlet ; the cape was pulled over his head, and 
buttoned up clofe round his faces ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ 

D 6 v«& 
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was flapped down on each fide, and faftened 
about his ears with a lift garter tied under his 
chin. He wore upon his legs fomething that 
refembled fpatterdafhers, which (as I afterwards 
learned) were cut out of an old pair of boots j 
but his right ihoe was confiderably larger than 
the other, and had feveral flits in the upper 
leather. He had fpurs on, indeed, but without 
rowels ; and by way of whip a worm-eaten cane, 
with a bone head ftudded with brafs pins, hung 
from his wrift by a firing of greafy black leather. 

I SOON found I was Nobody ; for the Gen- 
tleman, it feems, took up the whole attention 
of the maid, miftrefs, and hoftler, who all of them 
got round him, and with much difiiculty, by the 
affiftance of the fteps, helped him down. My 
landlady, before it was poflible for her to fee any 
part of him but his nofe, told him '^ he looked 
*« brave and jolly ;" and when (he had led him 
into the kitchen, (he fetched a large glafs of what 
flie called " her own water," which f (he faid) 
would drive the cold out of his ftomach. All 
hands were now bufied in drawing off his furtout^ 
which difcovered underneath a full trimmed white 
coat, and a black velvet waiftcoat with a broad 
gold lace very much tarniflied. The furtout 
was hung to dry by the fire as well as his coa^ 

tbc 
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the place of which was fupplied by a long riding- 
hood of my landlady ; and as the gentleman com- 
plained of having fufFered by lofs of leather, the 
maid was difpatched to the doctor's for fome 
iUadyylon. The ufual queftion now fucceeded, 
> concerning dinner ; and as he obferved I was 
all alone, he very courteoufly afked me to join 
company, which I as readily agreed to. 

The important bufiaefs of dinner being fettled, 
we adjourned into a private room, when my fel- 
low-gueft told me of his own mere aft and mo- 
tion, that he lived in London ; that for thefe 
twenty years he had always come to the town we 
were now in, once a year, to receive money, 
and take orders for goods ; and that he had always 
put up at this houfe. He then rim on in the 
praifes of the landlady ; and tipping me a wink, 
*' Ay, fays he, fhe has been a clever woman in 
** her time, before fhe bore children," He added, 
that for his part he did not like your great inns j 
for that they never looked upon any thing under 
a coach and fix. He further informed me, that 
he was married to his prefent wife in the firft 
mayoralty of Alderman Parfons^ and in the very 
waiftcoat he had on : *' But, fays he, I now wear 
** it only on a journey ; becaufe, you know, a 
•' bit of lace commands rcfpeft upon the road.** 
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On enquiring about his family, I found he had 
three boys ; onfe of whom was bound prentice to 
himfelf 5 the other was fent to fea, becaufe he 
was a wild one \ and the youngeft he defigned 
to make a parfon, becaufe he was grave, and 
his play-fellows at Pouk\ fchool ufed to call 
him Bifliop. 

All this while he had fat in my landlady's 
riding-hopd, with a linnen night-cap on his head 
tied on the top with a piece of black ribband, 
which (he told me) he always rode in, becaufe it 
was cooler than a wig. But the faddle-bags were 
now ordered in ; and out of one of them he drew 
a large flowing grizzle carefully buckled, which 
he combed out himfelf, borrowing fome flour from 
the kitchen drudger. His fpatterdaflies were 
next taken oflF, and his fhoes wiped with a wifp 
of hay ; when being aflfured by the landlady her- 
felf, that his coat was dry enough to put on, he 
completely equipped himfelf, in order to wait 
on feveral tradefmen, with whom he had dealings, 
after dinner. As this was not quite ready, we 
took a walk to the ftables to fee his mare : and 
though the beaft feemed as lean and harmlefs as 
Sancho^s afs, he aiTured me he had much ado to - 
ride her, (he was fo frifky, " for (he had not 
«' run in the chaife tfeefe two Sundays paft." 

B£INO 
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B£iNG fummoiie^d to dinner, we fat down to 
a repaft of mutton chops and (beeps hearts, 
which laft he declared to be the wholfomeft 
eating in the world. He objefled to^wine, be- 
caufe there was not a drop good for any thing 
to be got upon the road ; but he vaftly recom- 
mended my landlady's home-brew*d, which he 
affirmed to be better than Hogfden ale, or the 
thatch beer at IJlington, Our meal being ended, 
my companion took his pipe ; and we laid our 
heads together for the good of the nation, when 
we mauled the French terribly both by land and 
fea. At laft, among other talk, he happened to 
afk me, if I lived in the City ? As I was defirous 
of hearing^ his remarks, I anfwered, that I had 
never feen London. *' Never feen it ? (fays he) 
** Then you have never feen one of the fineft fights 
** in the whole world. Pc^U is but a dog-hole 
" to it/' There luckily hung a large Map of 
London over the chimney-piece, which he imme- 
diately made me get from my chair to look at. 
** There, fays he, there's London for you. — You 
** fee it is bigger than the Map of all England,^* 
He then led me about, with the end of his 
pipe, through all the principal ftreets from Hyde^ 
Fork to White-Chapeir—^^ That, fays he, is the 
•* River Thames — There's London Bridge — There 
** my Lord Mayor lives — That's Poule's 
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«* There the Monument ftands : And^now, if you 
/< was but on the top of it, you might fee all th^ 
** houfes and churches in London^' I exprefied 
my aftoni(hment at every particular : but I could 
hardly refrain laughing, when pointing out to me 
Lincoln^s Inn Fields — " There, faid he, there all 
*' the noblemen live." At laft, after having tranf- 
ported me all over the town, he fet me down in 
Cheapjide, " which (he faid) was thebiggeft ftreet 
<« in the City." — " And now, fays he, I'll (hew 

** you where I live. *' That's Bow-Church-^ 

•* and thereabouts — where my pipe is — there — 
•* juft there my (hop ftands." He concluded with 
a kind invitation to me to come and fee him ; and 
pulling out a book of patterns from his coat 
pocket, aflured me, that if I wanted any thing 
in his way, he could afford to let me have a 
bargain. 

I PROMisjSD to call upon him ; and the wea- 
ther now clearing up, after fettling the ballahce 
of our reckoning with the landlady, we took 
leave of each other : but juft as I had mounted 
my horfe, and was going to fet forward, my new 
acquaintance came up to me, and {baking mc 
by the hand. — " Hearke, fays he, if you will be 
«* in town by the twenty-fifth of this inftant July^ 
« I will introduce you to the Cockney' s Feajiy 

*^ where 
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« where, I affure you, you'll be mighty merryji 
^ and hear a great many good fongs," 

T I am, dear Coufin, yours, &c. 



Numb. LXXX. Thurfday^ Auguft 7, i'755 



Nulla viri cura intere^, nee mentio fiet 
Damnorum. — — ^ — — Juv. 

What though thefpoufi be ruirC'dy where s thefm^ 
By madam's friend's^ fo dcar^ fo near akin ? 

To Mr, r fF N. 
SIR, 

IF poligamy was allowed in this country, I 
am fure I might maintain a feraglio of wives 
at lefs expence, than I have brought upon myfelf 
by marrying one woman. One did I fay ? Alas ! 
I find it to my coft, that a wife, like a polypus, 
has the power of dividing and multiplying herfelf 
into as many bodies as fhe pleafes. You muft 
know, Mr. Town, I took a woman of fmali 
fortune, and made her my own fleih and blood : 
but I never thought-that all her relations would 
likewife faften on me with as little ceremony as 
a colony of fleas. I had fcarce brought her 
home, before I was obliged to marry her mother : 
then I was prevailed upon to marry her two 
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maiden fifters ; after that I married her aunts ; 
then her coufins — In ihort, I am now manied 
to the whole generation of them. I do not exag- 
gerate matters, when I fay that I am married to 
them al) : for they claim as much right to every 
thing that is mine, as the perfon whom the 
world calls my wife. They eat, drink, and fleep 
with me : every room in the . houfe is at their 
command, except my bed-chamber : they bor- 
row money of me : — and fince I have the whole 
family quartered upon me, what fignifies which 
of them takes upon her my name, — my wife, 
her fifter, or her twentieth coufm ? 

O Mr. Town ! I never fit down to table with- 
out the lamentable profpecSt of feeing as n>uch vic- 
tuals confumed, as would dine a whole veftry. 
So many mouths conftantly going at my ex- 
pence ! — And then there is fuch a variety of 
provifions ! for coufin B'tddy likes one difli ; my 
aunt Rachel is fond of another ; fifter Molly can- 
not abide this ; and mother could never touch 
that : — though I find they are all of them una- 
nimous in liking the beft of every thing in feafon. 
Befides, I could entertain a fet of jolly topers at 
a lefs rate, than it cofts me in light wines for the 
women. One of them drinks nothing but Li/ban ; 
with another nothing ^oes down but Rhenijh and 

Spai 
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Spa ; a third fwallows me an ocean of Brtflol 
Milky with as little remorfe as flie would fo 
much fmall beer ; my eldeft aunt likes a glafe 
of dry Mountain ; while the other thinks nothing 
helps digeftion fo well as Madiera. It was but 
laft week, that my wife exprefled a defire of 
tafting fome Clarety when immediately all my 
good-natured relations had a mighty longing for 
it : but with much ado I at laft prevailed on 
them to compound with me for a cheft of 
Florence, 

You may imagine, that my houfe cannot be 
a very fmall one : and I aflure you there are as 
many beds in it, as in a country inn. Yet I 
have fcarce room to turn myfelf about in it: 
for one apartment is taken up by this relation, 
another by that ; and the moft diftant coufinmuft 
have more refpeft fhewn her, than to be clapped* 
up in a garret with the maid-fervants : fo that 
poor I have no more liberty in my own houfe than 
a lodger. Once, indeed, I in vain endeavoured 
to ihake them off, and took a little box in the 
neighbourhood of town, fcarce big enough to hold 
my own family. But alas ! they ftuck as clofe 
to it, as a fnail to her (hell : and rather than 
not lie under the fame roof with their relation,' 
they contrived to litter together like fo many 
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pigs in a ftye. At another time, thinking to 
clear my houfe at once of thefe vermin, I packed 
up my wife and mother, and fent them to her 
uncle's in the country for a month. But what 
could I do f there was no getting rid of thofe left 
behind : my wife had made over to them the care 
of the houfliold, allotting to each of them her 
particular employment during her abfence. One 
was to pickle walnuts, another to prefcrve fwe^- 
meats, another to make Morella brandy ; all which 
they executed with the notablenefs peculiar to 
good houfewives, who fpoil and wafte more than 
they fave, for the fatisfadion of making, diefe 
things at home. At laft my wife returned j and 
all that I got by her journey, was the importa- 
tion of two new coufins frelli out of the coun- 
try, who (he never knew before were the leaft 
related to her : — but they have been fo kind as 
to claim kindred with me by hanging upon mc 
ever fince. 

One would imagine, that it were fufficient 
for thefe loving relations to have the run of my 
table, and to make my houfe in every relpeft 
their own : but not content with this, they have 
the cunning to oblige me, in a manner, to find them 
in cloaths likewife. I fhould not repine, if any 
of my worthy relations were humble enough to 

put 
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put up with a caft-off fuit of my wife's ;' but that 
would be robbing the maid of her juft dues, and 
would look more like a dependant than a relation. 
Not but that they will condefcend now and* then 
to take a gown, before it is half worn out, (when 
they have talked my wife into a dtflike of it) -»« 
becaufe it is too good for a common fervant. 
They have more fpirit than to beg any thing: 
but — if my wife has a fancy to part with it-»- 
they will wear it, purely for her fake. A cap, 
an apron, or an handkerchief, which, I am toM, 
looks hideous upon her, I always find is very 
becoming on any other of the family : and I 
* remember, foon after we were married, happen- 
ing to find fault with the pattern of a (ilk bro- 
cade my wife had juft bought, one of her fifters 
took \t from her, and told me fhe would have it 
made up for herfelf, and wear it on purpofe to 
fpite me. 

You muft know, Mr. Town, that upon 
my marriage I was indifcreet enough to fet up 
my chariot : and fince my family has encreafed fo 
prodigioufly, this faa5:given them a pretext to have 
a coach like wife, and another pah* of horfes. This 
alfo fumiifhes them with a pretence for running 
abbut to public diverfions, where I am f43rced to 
treat them all : for they are fovery fond of each 

others 
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others company, that one will hardly ever iUr 
out without the other. Thus, at home or abroad, 
they conftantly herd together: and what is ftill 
more provoking, though I had rather have a rout 
every week at my houfe, my wife makes a merit 
of it, that (he keeps little or no company. 

Such is the fiate of my family within doors: 
and though you would think this fufficient for ome 
man, I can aiTure you I have other calls upen 
me from relations no lefs dear to me, though I 
have never yet had the happinefs to fee them/ 
A third coufm by my wife's father's fide was fet . 
up in the country in a very good way of bufinefi j 
but by misfortunes in trade muft have gone to 
jail, if my wife had not teized me into being 
bound for him, and for which I was fbon after 
arrefted, and. obliged to pay the money. Ano- 
ther, a very promifing youth, was juft out of his 
time, and only wanted a little Turn to fet him up ; 
which as foon as I had lent him, he run away, 
and is gone to fea. One of the aunts, who is 
now with me, (a widow lady) has an only 
daughter^ a fober difcreet body, who lived as a 
companion with an old gentlewoman in the coun- 
try : but the poor innocent girl being drawn afide 
by a vile fellow that ruined her, I have been 
forced to fupport the unhappy mother and chiM 

ever 
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ever fmce, to prevent any reproach falling on 
our family. I fliall fay nothing of the various 
prefents, virhich hav6 travelled down to my wife's 
uncle, in return for one turkey and chine received 
at Chrijlmas j nor fhall I put to account the charge 
I have been at in the goffips fees, and in buying ^ 
corals, anodyne necklaces, &c. for half a dozen 
little nephews, nieces, and coufins, to which I 
had the honour of ftanding godfather. 

And now, Mr. Town, the mention of this 
laft circumftance makes me refle£t with an heavy 
heart on a new calamity, which will fhortly 
befal me. My wife, you muft know, is very 
near her time : and they have provided fuch a 
ftore of clouts, caps, forehead- cloths, biggens, 
belly-bands, whittles, and all kinds of childbed- 
linnen, as would fet up a Lying-in HofpitaU 
You will conclude, that my family wants no fur- 
ther increafe : yet, would you believe it ? I have 
juft received a letter, acquainting me, that ano- 
ther aunt, and another coufm, are coming up in 
the ftage coach to fee their relation, and are 
refolved to ftay with her the month. Indeed, I 
am afraid, when they have once got footing in my 
houfe, they will refolve to ftay with her, 'till flie 
has had another and another child. 

I am, Sir, your humble fervant, &c. 
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Numb. LXXXI. Thurjday^ Augujl 14, 1755. 

— -Grenus humanum multo fuit illud in arvis 
X}urius* — — LucieET. 

An hardy race of mortals^ trained to Jports^ 
The field their joy^ unpolijh'd yet by courts. 

Mr. Village to Mr. Town. 

Dear Cousin, 

A Mere country fqulre, who pafles all his 
time among dogs and horfes, is now be- 
come an uncommon charaAer; and the moft 
aukward loobily inheritor of an old manfion-houie 
is a fine gentleman in comparifon to his fore- 
fathers. The principles of a town education 
formerly fcarce fpread themfelves beyond the nar- 
row limits of the bills of mortality: but now 
every London refinement travels to the remotcft 
comer of the kingdom, and the polite families 
from the town daily import to their diftant feats 
the cuftoms and manners of Pall-mall and 
Grofuenor-fquare. 

I HAVE been for this fortnight paft at Lofd 
Courtl/a who for about four months in eveiy 

year 
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year lead« ^ town lift at the difiance gf above two 
hundred miles from London. He never leaves his 
bed 'till twelve or one o'clock 1 though, indeed, 
he often fees the fun rife ; but then that only 
happens, when, as the old fong fays, he has 
«' drank down the moon." Drinking is the only 
rural amufement he perfues ; but Qven that part 
of his diverfions is conduced entirely in the London 
fafhion. He does not fwill country ale, but gets 
drunk with Champagne and Burgundy ; and every 
difh at his table is ferved up with as much ele- 
gance as at JVhitis or Ryan^s. He has an excel- 
lent pack of hounds ; but, I believe, was never 
in at the death of a fox in his life : yet ftrangers 
never want a chace, for the hounds are out three 
times a week with a younger brother of Lord 
Courtlfsj who never faw London ; and who, if he 
was not indulged with a place at his lordfhip's 
table, might naturally be confidered as his 
whipper-in or his game-keeper. 

The evening-walk is a thing unknown and 
unheard of at Lord Courtl/s : for, though fituated 
in a very fine country, he knows no more of the 
charms of purling ftreams and fhady groves, than 
if they had never exifted but in poetry or romance. 
As ibon as the daily debauch after dinner, and 
the ceremonies of coSee and tea are over, the 

Vol. nL £ ayav^^^sei 
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company is condu£ied into a magnificent apart- 
ment illuminated with wax-candles, and fet out 
with as many card-tables, as the rout of a foreign 
ambaffador's lady. Here Faro, Whift, Brag, 
Lanfquenet, and every other fafhionable game, 
make up the evening's entertainment. This' 
piece of politenefs has often fallen heavy on 
fome honeft country gentlemen, who have found 
dining with his lordfhip turn out a very dear or- 
dinary ; and many a good lady has had occafion' 
to curfe the cards, and her ill-ftarred connexions' 
with perfons of quality : though his lordfhip is 
never at a lofs for a party; for as feveral people 
of fafhion have feats near him, he often (its down 
with fome of his friends of the club at Whiter. 
I had almoft forgot to mention, that her ladyfhip 
keepi a day^ which is Sunday, 

This, dear Coufin, is the genteel manner of. 
living in the countly ; and I cannot help obfer- 
ving, that perfons polite enough to be fond of 
fuch exquiflte refinements, are partly in the fame 
cafe with the machanic at his dufty Villa. Thcjr 
both, indeed, change their fituation ; but neitlio^ 
End the lead alteration in their ideas. The 
tradefman, when at his box, has all the notions 
that employ him in his compting-houfe ; and die. 
nobleman, though in the farthefl part of England, 
xnxy flill be faid to breathe the air of St. Jtmufs. 

1 l^M 
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I WAS chiefly induced to fend you this (hort 
account of the refined manner, in which perfons 
of fafhion pafs their time at Lord Courtlfsj be- 
caufe I think it a very ftriking contraft to the cha« 
ra£ler defcribed in the following tranfcript. I hope 
your readers will not do either you or me the 
honour-to think this natural pourtraiture a mere 
creature of the imagination. The pi<Sure of the 
extraordinary gentleman here defcribed is now at 
the feat of the Lord Shafiefiuryy at St. Gileses near 
Cranborn in Dorfetjhirey and this lively charaAer of 
him was really and truly drawn by Anthony AJhley 
Cowper^ iirft Earl of Shaftefbury^ and is infcribed 
on the picture. I doubt not, but you vrill be glad of 
being able to communicate it to the public, and 
that they will receive it with their ufual candour. 

The CHARACTER of 

The Honourable W. HASTINGS, 

Of Woodlands in Hampjhirei 

Second Son of 

FRANCIS Earl of HUNTINGDON. 

IN die year 1638 lived Mt. Hajiings \ by his 
Quality Son, Brother, and Uncle to the Early 
of Hiaoingdon. He was peradventure an Original 
in our Age ; Xx rather the Copy of our ancient 
NobUjtyt in Hunting, not in warlike Timcs^ 

E z ^t: 
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He was low, very flrong and very a^ive; 
of a reddifh flaxen Hair. His Clofiths always 
green Cloth, and never all lyorth (when new) 
$ve Pounds. 

His Houfe was perfe£Uy of the old Fafhion, in 
the midfl; of a l^rge P^k well ftocked with 
Deer ; and near the Houfe Rabbits to ferve his 
Kitchen ; many Fifhponds ; great ftore of Wood 
and Timber ; a Bowling Green in it, long but 
i^arrpw, full of high Ridges, it being never le- 
velled fince it was plqughed. They ufed rpynd 
Sand Bowls ; and it had a Qanquetting ]EIoufe 
like a Stand, built in a Tree. 

He kept all Manner of Sport Hounds, that ran 
Buck, Fox, Hare, Otter, and Badger. And 
Hawks, long and fbort winged. He had all 
Sorts of Nets for Fifli. He had a Walk in the 
Hew Forefly and the manor pf Chri/i ChurA. 
This laft fupply'd him with Red Deer, Sea and 
River Fifh. And indeed all his Neighbours 
Grounds and Royalties were free to him, who 
beilowed all his Time on thefe Sports, but what 
he borrowed to carefs his Neighbours Wives and 
Daughters ; there being not a Woman in all his 
Walks, of the Degree of a Yeoman's Wife qr 
under, and under the Age of forty, but it was 
extremely her Fault,' if he was not intimately ac* 
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qaainted i^ith her. This niade him very popular ; 
always Tpeaking kindly to the Hufband, Brother 
or Fathtr : who was to boot, very welcome to 
his Houfej whenever he came. There he found 
Beef, Pudding, and fmall Beer in great plenty. 
A Houfe not fo neatly kept as to fhaoie liim or 
his dirty (hoes: the great Hall ftrowed with 
Marrow-bones, full of Hawks-Perches, Hounds, 
Spaniels and Terriers : the upper Side of the Hall 
hung with Fox-fkins of this and the laft Year's 
killing ; here and there a Pole-Cat intermixt ; 
Oatne- keepers and Hunters Poles in great 
Abundatlee. 

'f he Partoot wai a large Room as ^cfperly 

furnifhed. ' Oh a gresit Hearth paveid Whh Brick 

lay fome Terriers, and the choiceft Hounds and 

Spaniels. Seldom but two of the great Ghairs 

bad Litters of young Cats in tfienfi ; Which wtfe, 

tiot to be diftarbfed ; he hav?ffg il^ays three or 

four attending him at t)?nnef ; and a little white 

round Stick of foartecn Inches lying by his 

Trencher, that he might defend fuch Meat as he 

had no Mind to part with to them. The Windows 

(which were very large) ferved for Places to lay his 

Arrows, Crofs-Bows, Stone- Bows, and other fuch 

like Accoutrements. The Corners of t(ie Rootn full 

of the lifeft-chofe Hi^nting and HawkingPoles. An 

Oyftfcr Table at the lower End, which v-a.^ ^41 

E 3 OTcSiisJOiX 
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conftant Ufe twice a Day all the Year round. 
For he never failed to eat Oyfters, before Dini^r 
and Supper, through all SeaTons ; the neighboring 
Town of Pool fupply'd him with thcnu 

The upper Part of the Room had two fmall 
Tables and a Defk, on the one fide of which was 
a Church Bible, and on the other the Book of 
Martyrs. On the Tables were Hawks-Hoods^ 
Bells, and fuch like; two or three old greea 
Hats, with their Crowns thruft in fo as to hold 
ten or a dozen Eggs, which were of a Pheafimt 
kind of Poultry he took much care of and fed 
himfelf. Tables, Dice, Cards, and Boxes were 
not wanting. In the Hole of the Defk were Store 
of Tobacco Pipes that had been ufed. 

On one Side of this End of the Room was the 
Door of a Clofet wherein ftood the Strong Beer 
and the Wine, which never came thence but in 
fingle GlafTes ; that being the Rule of the Houfe 
exaftly obferved. For he never exceeded in Drink 
or permitted it. 

On the other Side was the Door into an old 
Chapel, not ufed for Devotion. The Pulpit, as 
the fafeft Place, was never wanting of a cold 
Chine of Beef, Venifon Pafty, Ganj^on of 
Bacon, or great Apple-pye with thick Crufl, 
extrandy baked. 
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His Table coft him not much ; though it was 
good to eat at*. His Sports fupplied all but Beef and 
Mutton, except Fridays, when he had the beft 
Saltfifli (as well as other Fifh) he could get ; and 
was the Day his Neighbours of beft Quality moft 
vifited him. He never wanted a London Pudding, 
and always fung it in with A/y Part lies therein- a. 
He drank a Glafs or two of Wine at Meals j very 
often Syrup of Gilli-flower in his Sack ; and had 
always a Tun Gla&, without Feet, ftood by him, 
holding a Pint of Small Beer which he often 
ftirred virith Rbfemary. 

He was well natured but Soon angry, calling 
his Servants, Baftards and cuckoldy Knaves, in 
one of which he often fpoke Truth to his own 
Knowledge ; and fometimes in both, though of 
the fame Man. He lived to be an Hundred s 
never loft his Eye-fight, but always wro|e and 
read without Spectacles ; and got on Horfeback 
without help. Until paft Fourfcore he rode to 

the Death of a Stag as well as any. 

I am, dear Coufin, yours, &c 
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Numb. LXXXn. Tburjda^^ Auguji7,i^ ^75S* 

Nofle omnia hsec, falus eft adoleicentulis* 

Ter. 

jfll tkefe to know J is fafety to the youtbm 

T CHOUGH the following letter was ori- 
ginally written for the inftni^on of a 
young gentleman going to the Univerfitj ; yet fta 
it contains feveral juft and fenfible refledions, 
whidi may be of ufe to many of my fttadert, I 
Kave willingly complied with the rcqocft: of injr 
correfpondent in making it the enntertainiiMBIt 
of to-day. 

Dear Sir, 

AS you are now going to the Univerfity, I 
would not be thought to pay fo ill a com- 
pliment to your own natural good fenfe, as to 
fuppofe, that you will not (like many young 
gentlemen of fortune) in fome meafure apply 
yourfelf to ftudy : otherwife the time you fpend 
there will be entirely loft; for (as Swift 
very juftly remarks) " all ornamental parts of 
<< education are better taught in other places.** 

At 
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At the fattie time I do not mean, that you fliould 
commence Pedant, and be continually poring OA 
a book ; fince that will rather puzzle, than infomi 
the uhderftahding. And though I kno\^ many 
fprightly young gentlemen of lively and quick 
parts affeft to defpifc it altogether, it will be ne- 
ceflary to learil fortiething of Logic ; I mean in 
the famfe mlanrief one would learti Fencing—— 
not to attack others, but to defend one's felf. In 
a word, you will find' it a great unhappinefs, when 
you return hither, if you do not bring with you 
fome tafte for reading : for a mere country gen- 
tleman, who can find no fociety in books, will 
have little elfe to do, befides following his fports, 
but to fit, as fquire of tlie company, tippling 
among a parcel of idle wretches, whofe under- 
ftanJings are nearly on a level with his dogs 
anl horfes. 

It has been an'eftablifhed maxim, that the 
world will always form an opinion of perfons ac- 
cording to the company they are known to keep. 
In the Univerfity, as well as in other places, there 
are people, vAiom we ought to avoid, as we 
Would the plague : and as it is of the utmoft 
cohfequeilce, whether you plunge at once into 
extravagance and debauchery, or fink gradually 
into indokiice ^d ftupidity, I (ball point ouf 

£ 5 fome 
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fome of thefe pefts of fociety in as few words 
as poffible. 

The firft perfon I would caution you againft 
is the wretch that takes delight to turn religion 
into ridicule : one who employs that fpeech, 
which was given him by God to celebrate his 
praife, in queftioning his very being. This, as 
it is impious in itfelf, is likewife the height of ill- 
manners. It is hoped, there are but few of them 
to be met with in a place of found do<9rine and 
religious education : but wherever they are, they 
ou^t to be avoided as much as poffible ; and if 
they will force themfelves into our company, they 
ihould be ufed with the fame contempt, wiA 
which they have the hardinefs to treat their 
Maker. And this, I can aiTure you, may be 
done fafely: for I never knew any body, who 
pretended to be above the fear of God, but was 
under the moft terrible apprehenflons, whenever 
attacked by man. 

The next character, whom I would adviic 
you to fhun, is the Gamester, in (bme re- 
fpe<Ss not unlike the former. The gaming-table 
is his (hrine, and fortune his deity j nor does he 
ever fpeak or think of any other, unlefs by way 
of ))lafphemy, oaths and curfes, when he has had 

a bad 
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a bad run at cards or dice. He has not the leaft 
notion of friend(hip; but would ruin his own 
brother, if it might be of any advantage to him- 
felf. He, indeed, profefTes himfelf your friend ; 
but that is only with a defign to draw you in : 
for his trade is inconfiftent with the principles of 
honour or juftice, without which there can be no 
real friendfhip. It (hould, therefore, be the care 
of every gentleman, not to hold any commerce 
with fuch people, whofe acquaintance he cannot 
enjoy, without giving up his eftate. 

The next perfon, whom you ought to beware 
of, is a Drunkard; one that takes an unaccount- 
able pleafure in fapping his conilitution, and 
drowning his underftanding. He conftantly goes 
fenfelefs to bed, and rifes maukifli in the morn« 
ing ; nor can he be eafy in body or mind, 'till he 
has renewed his dofe, and again put himfelf be« 
yond the reach of refleftion.' I would, therefore^ 
entreat you by all means to avoid an habit, which 
will at once ruin your health, and impair your 
intelle£ls. It is a misfortune, that fociety (hould 
be efteemed dull and infipid without the affiftance 
of the bottle to enliven it : fo that a man cannot 
entirely refrain from his glafs, if he keeps any 
company at all. But let it be remembered, that 
in drinking, as well as in talking, we ought 

£ 6 always 
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alwajrs to *< keep a watch over the doors of 
** our Iip».** 

A LowNG£R is a^ creatttre^ tivat you wiH ofced 
fee tolling in a cdiFee-houfe, or faunteririg afbout 
the flreets, with great calmnefi, and a moft 
inflexible ftapidity in his countenance. He takes 
as much pains as the Sot, to fly from hrs oWff 
thoughts ; and is at length happily arrived at the 
highefl: pitch of indolence both' in mind and body. 
He would be as inoiFenfive, a^ he is dull, if if 
were not tliat his idlenefs is contagious ; for, like 
the torpedoj he is fure to benumb and take away 
all fenfe of feeling from every one, with wbdm 
he happens to come in conta£lr. 

It were alfo befl: to forbear the company of a 
Wrangler, or a perfon of a litigious temper. 
This fometimes arifes, not from any great (hare 
of ill-nature, but from a vain pride of (hewing 
one's parts, or fkill in argumentation. It is fre- 
quently obferved of young Academics in parti- 
cular, that they are very apt impertinently to en- 
gage people in a difpute, whether they will or 
not. But this is contrary to all the rules of good- 
breeding, and is never pradlifed by any man of 
fenfe, that has feen much of the world. I have 
fometimes known a peribn of great faueinefit and" 

volubility 
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volubility of cxprelfion, cortfuted by the Argu- 
mentum Baculinumj and both his head and his 
lyllogifnd broken at the fame time. 

I vrsfiD not point out to you the profligate 
Rake or the afFe£led Coxcomb, as perfons 
from whofe company you can reap no fort of be- 
nefit. From the firft the good principles, already 
inftilled into you, will doubtlefs preferve you ; and 
I am fure you have too much real fenfe, not to 
defpife the abfurd fopperies of the latter. Noted 
Lyars are no lefs to be avoided, as the common 
pefts of fociety. They are often of a mifchievous 
difpofition, and by their calumnies and falfe fugr* 
geftions take a pleafure in fetting the moft inti* 
mate friends at variance. But if they only deal in 
harmlefs and improbable lies, their acquaintance 
muft frequently be out of countenance for 
them ; and if we (hould Venture to repeat after 
them, I am fure it is the way to be out of counte- 
nance for ourfelves. 

But above all I mull advife you never to en- 
gage, at leaft not with any degree of violence, in 
iny Party. Be not tranfported by the clamorous 
jollity of talking patriots beyond the fober diflates 
of reafon and juftice ; nor let the infinuating 
voice of corruption tempt you to barter your in- 
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tegrity and peace of mind for the paltry fatisfac- 
tion of improving your fortune. If you behave 
with honour and prudence, you will be regarded 
and courted by all parties ; but if otherwife, you 
will certainly be defpifed by all. Perhaps indeed, 
if you fliould hereafter engage in eleSions, and 
fpend your own money to fupport another's caufe, 
the perfon, in whofe intereft you are, may {hake 
you by the hand, and fwear you are a very honeft 
gentleman : — juft as butchers treat their bull- 
dogs, who fpit in their mouths, clap them on the 
back and then halloo them on to be tofled and 
torn by the horns of their antagonift. 

After having guarded you againft the evil 
influence of your own fex, I cannot conclude 
without throwing in a word or two concerning 
the Ladies. But that I may not be thought un- 
mannerly to the fair, I fhall pafs over their 
faults; only hoping, that their excellencies will 
not tempt you to percipitate a match with one 
much your inferior in birth and fortune, though 
•* endowed with every accomplifhment requiiite 
*' to make the marrriage ftate happy." In thefe 
hafly a'ld unequal matches it fometimes happens^ 
that mutual love gives way to mutual reproaches. 
We may perhaps too late repent of our bargain : 
and though Repentance be an excellent vifiting 

friend. 
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friend, when {be* reminds us of our paft mifcar- 
riages, and prefcribes rules hoi^ to avoid them for 
the future,' yet (he is a mod troublefome compa- 
nion, when fixed upon us for life. 

I am, dear Sir, 

your fmcerc friend, &c. 

H. A. 

Numb. LXXXIII. Tburfdayy Jug. 28, 1755. 

» ^! ^ ^____ 

Tot pariter pelves, tot ttntinnabula dicas 
PulfarL ■■■ Juv. 

Rough repetition rears in rudejl rhyme^ 
As clappers ciinile in one charming chime. 

SINCE genius is the chief requlfite in all 
kinds of poetry, nothing can be more con- 
trary to the very effence of it, than the adopting, 
as beauties, certain arts, which are merely me- 
chanical. There are daily arifing many whim- 
fical excellencies, which have no foundation in 
nature, but are only countenanced by the prefent 
mode of writing. With thtfe it is as eafy to fill 
our compofitions, as to drefs ourfelves in the fa-- 
fbion: but the writer, who puts hb work together 
ip this manner^ is no more a pott than his taylor. 
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Such produdions often betray great labour and 
exa£tnefs, but fhew no genius : for thofe» who 
fit down to write by rule, and follow •* dry re- 
<< ceipts how poems (hould be made," may com- 
pofe their pieces without the leaf): affiftance from 
die imagination ; as an apothecary's prendce. 
though unable to cure any difeafe, can make up 
medicines from the . phy fician's prefcription, with 
no more knowledge of phyiic than the names of 
the drugs. Thus the Mufe, that ought to fly, and 
•' afcend the brigheft heaven of invention," walks 
in leading-ftrings, or is fupported by a go-cart. 

Among the many poetical tricks of this fort^ 
none have been more fuccefsfully pradlifed^ or bad 
more advocates and admirers, than a certain fan- 
taftical conceit, called x^lliteration : which 
16 nothing more than beginning two, three or 
perhaps every word In a line with the fame letter. 
This method of running dlvifions upon the al- 
phabet, and preffing particular letters into th6 
fcrvice, has been accounted one of the firft excel- 
lencies in verfiiication, and has, indeed, received^ 
the fanftion of feme of our beft poets : but- 
wherein the beauty of it confifts> is fomethiAg 
difficult to difcoverj fince paries or ff^thil^ 
might pra£Hfe it with as much adroitnefs as- 
Drydifi or Spinfir. It is one of tbofe modem' 

arts 
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arts in poetry, which require no fancy, judg- 
ment, or learning in the execution : for an au- 
thor may huddle the fame letters on each other 
again and again, as mechanically as the printer 
fdefts his types, and ranges them in whatfoever 
order he pleafes. 

This partial attachment to particular letters Is 
a kind of contraft to the famous Odyfley of 7ry- 
fhiffcbfuiy where every letter in the alphabet was 
in it's turn excluded; and the Alliterator muft be 
tt bufily efliployed to Introdtiee his favourite voWd 
tt corribnartt, as the Greek poet to fhut out the 
letter he had profcribed. Nothing is efteertied a 
greater beatrty In poetry, than an happy thtict 6i 
epithets J but Alliteration reduce* all the elegaft- 
cies 6i cxprefiofi to a very narrow compaK. 
Epithets art culled, indeed, with great exaftnefs i 
bat the clofeft relation they are intended to bear 
to the word to which they are joined, is that the 
initials are the fame. Thus the fields muft be 
Jbwryy beauty muft ht beamng^ ladies muft be lovely ; 
and in the fame manner muft the ** waves wind 
** their watry way," the " bluftring Wafts blow,'* 
and ** locks all loofely lay," not for the fake of 
the poetry, but the elegance of the Alliteration. 
This beauty has alfo taken pofleffion of many of 
ouf tragedies \ ^ni I have feeri ladies wooed and 
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heroes killed in it though I muft own, I never 
hear an ador ^tng with deadly darts and fiery 
flames^ &c. but it always puts me in mind of the 
celebrated pippin-woman in Gafs Triviaj whofe 
head, when it was fevered from her body, rolled 
along the ice crying pip, pip, pip, and expired 
in Alliteration. 

The fame falfe taile in writing, '< that wings 
*' difplay*d and altars rais'd," alfo introduced Alli- 
teration ; and Acroftics in particular are the fiune 
kind of fpelling-book poetry. It is, therefore, 
fomewhat extraordinary, that thofe fublime wri- 
ters, who have difgraced their pages with it, did 
not leave this as well as the other barbarous parts 
of literature to the Goths in poetry ; iince it is 
a whimfical beauty, below the pra£lice of any 
writer, fuperior to him who turned the JStuid 
into Monkilh verfes. Shakefpeare, who was more 
indebted to nature than art, has ridiculed this 
low trick with great humour in his burlelque 
tragedy of Pyramus and Thifbe. Befides that 
noted pafiage, 

— — Tyith blade J with bloody blameful blade 
He bravely broached his boiling bloody breaft^ 

he before introduces a mock rant, which Bottmn 
calls Erckf vein \ which is not only rank fuftian^ 

but 
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but is alfo remarkable for it's Alliteration. To 
make all fpUt the raging rocks^ and Jhiveringjhocks 
Jhall break the locks of prifon gates — and Phibbus 
car JhaU Jhine from far ^ and make and mar thefoolijb 
fates. In this ftrange ftile have whole poems been 
written ; and every learned reader will recolleft 
on this occafion the Pugna Porcorumper P. Porcium 
Pelagtum Poetam^ which I wifti fome of our 
poetafters would tranflate, in the true fpirit of the 
original, and praife pigs and pork with all the 
beauties of Alliteration. 

The advocates and admirers of this practice 
have aflerted, that it adds fignificance and ftrength 
of exprefEon to their verfes : but I fear this boafted 
energy feldom appears to the reader. The Alli- 
teration either remains unregarded, or, if it is 
very ftriking, difgufts thofe who perceive it j and 
is often in itfelf, from fuch a difagreeable clufter 
of the feme letters, hard and uncouth. There 
are many inftances, where Alliteration, though 
ftudioufly introduced, renders the verfification 
rough and inharmonious ; and I will appeal to the 
grcateft lovers of it, whether the following line, 
where the repetition was fcarce intended, is one of 
the moft pleafing in all VirgiV% works : 

Ncu patriae Validas in Vifcera Vertite Vires. 
Wound not with Vigour Vafl the Vitals of the WeaL 
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It muft be acknowledged, that there is Some- 
thing very mechanical in the whole conftru^on 
of the numbers in moft of our modem jloetry. 
Sound is more attended to than (enfe, and tbfc 
words are expeded to exprefs more than the fen- 
timent. There are fet rules to make verfes run 
off glibly, or drawl flowly on ; and I have reaS 
many a poem with fcarce one tolerable thought 
in it, that has contained all thefe excellencies of 
verfiiication : for which reafon I itiuft confefs my- 
felf no friend to thofe critics, \Vho analyfe wdrtb 
and fyllables, and difcover latent beauties in eyeiy 
letter, when the author intended that the whole 
fhould be taken together. Poetry (hould fierh 
at leaft to flow freely from the imagihatioti, and 
not to be fqueezed from the droppings of the 
brain. If we would endeavour to acquire a full 
idea of what we mean to defcribe, we fhould fheA 
of cotirfe exprefs ourfelves with force, elegalice, 
and perfpicuity ; and this native ftrength of cx- 
preffion would have more true energy than elabo- 
rate phrafes, and a quaint and ftudied coYnbiha- 
tiori of words and letters. Fine numbers arc 
undoubtedly one of the chief beauties in poetry; 
but to make the found echo to the fenfe, we 
fliould make the fenfe our chief objeft. ThJ» 
appears to me to have been the manly pra&ice 
of the Ancients, and of our own Shake/pionj 
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AJilton^ &c. who breathed the true fpirit of 
poetry, without having recourfe to little tricks 
and mean firtifices, which only ferve to difgrace 
it. A good writer, who would be above trifling 
cvcfi with a thought, would never perfue words, 
and play wi^ letters, but leave fuch a childifh 
employnfient fqr the fmall fry of rhymers, who 
amufe themfelves with anagrams and crambo. 
The true poet trufts to his natural ear and firong 
conception, and knows that the verfification is 
adapted to the fentiment, without culling parti- 
cular letters, and ftringing them on his lines ; as 
he is fure that his verf^ are juft meafure^. without 
fcanning^ them on bis finger; • 

T H s R E are almoft daily ppblifiied certain 
Lilliputian volumes^ entitled Pretty books for 
chikk^n. A friend of mine, who confiders the little 
rhymers of tjie age as oply " children of a larger 
growth,'* that amufe themfelves with rhymes 
inftead of rattles, propofes to publifh a fmall 
pocket volume for the ufe of our poetafters. It 
will be a Treatife on the Art of Poetry adapted to 
the meaneji capacities^ for which fubfcriptions will 
be taken, and fpecimens may be feen, at George's 
and the Bedford cofFee-houfes. It will contain 
full direSions how to modulate the numbers on 
every occafion, and will inftrufl: the young 

fcribbkx 



94 77^/ CONNOISSEUR. N*. 83. 
icribbler in all the modern arts of verfificatioiu 
He will here meet with infallible rules, how to 
(often a line and lull us to fleep with liquids and 
diphthongs ; to roughen the verfe and make it roar 
again with reiteration of the letter R j to fet it 
biffing with femi- vowels ; to make it pant and 
breathe fhort with an hundred heavy afpirates; or 
clog it up with the thickeft double confenants and 
monofyllables : with a particular table of Allitera- 
tion, containing the choiceft epithets, difpofed 
into alphabetical order ; fo that any fubftantive 
may be readily paired with a word beginning widi 
the fame letter, which, (though a mere expletive) 
(hall feem to carry more force and fendment 
in it, than any other of a more relative meaning, 
but more diftant found. The whole to be illuf- 
trated with examples from the modern poets. 
This elaborate work will be publKhed about the 
middle of the winter, under the title of Tbi 
Rhymer^ s Play-Thin^^ or Poetajler's Horn- Book', 
Cnce there is nothing neceflary to form fuch a. 
poet, except teaching him his letters. . 



Numb. 
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Numb. LXXXIV. Thurfdayy Sept. ^^ 1755. 



Tu, dum tua navis in alto eft. 



Hoc age. ■ Hor. 

Thiniy Jailors^ think y though landmen are your hate^ 
Wha Uhs a mere tarpaulin but his mate ? 

To Mr. row N. 

S 1 R,. 

YO U obliged the world fome time ago with 
a few reflexions on the Gentlemen of the 
Army : at the prefent jundure, a word or two on 
our Sea-Officers would not be unfeafonable, I do 
not mean, that you (hould prefume to dired them' 
how to behave in their feveral ftations, but rather 
to remailc on their condu£t and converfation in 
private life, as far as they are influenced by their 
maritime charaders. There is a certain un- 
falhionable dye, which their manners often take 
from the falt-water, that tinflures their whole 
behaviour on fhore. If you could aflift in blotting 
out thefe ftains, and give a new colour to their 
condu£l9 you would add grace and politenefs to 
their ordinary converfation, and would be of as 
much fervice to our naval commanders in this 
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point, as he was to navigation in general, who 
firft invented the compafs. 

As the converfation of thofe fair-weather fi^ 
lings, many of whom may be met with in Ae 
three regiments of guards, is ufiially flat and 111- 
fipid, that of our fea-ofiicers is turbulent and 
boifterous : and as a trip to Paris Jias perhaps 
over-refined the coxcomb in red, a voyage round 
the globe frequently brutalizes the feaman, who 
comes home fo rough and unpolifhed, that one 
would imagine he had not vifited any nation in 
t)ie world, except the Savages, or the IfottptHts* 
The many advantages he has received fixmi haviiig 
feen the cuftoms and manners of fo many different 
people, it is natural to fuppofe, would render hi9 
converfation very defirable, as being in itfelf par* 
ticularly inftru£live and entertaining } but this 
roughnefs, which clings to the feaman's beha* 
viour, like tar to his trowfers, makes him unfit 
for all civil and polite fociety. He behaves at an 
afTembly, as if he was upon deck ; and his whole 
deportment manifeftly betrays, that he is» accord- 
ing to the common phrafe, quite out of his ele- 
ment. Nor can you coUeft any more from him 
concerning the feveral nations he has viiited, than 
if he had been during the whole time confined to 
his cabin : and he foems to know as little of 

theniy 



N^84. The CONNOISSEUR. 97 
them, as' the fine gentleman of his travels after 
the polite tour, when he has, for the fake of 
improvement, rid poft through all Europe. 

That oftr ordinary feamen, who are many of 
them draughted from the very loweft of the po- 
pulace, (hould be thus uncivilized, is no wonder* 
The common lailor's education in Tottenham Courts 
or at Hockley in the Hole^ has not qualified him to 
improve by juft reflexions on what he fees during 
his voyage ; and going on board a man of war 
is a kind of univerfity education, fuitably adapted 
to the principles imbibed in the polite feminaries 
which he came from. A common failor too is 
full as polite as a cummoii foldier ; and behaves 
as genteely to a ff^apping landlady, as the gentle- 
man foldier at a futtling-houfe. But furely there 
ought to be as much difference in the behaviour 
of the commander and his crew, as there is in 
« their fituation : and it is beneath the dignity of 
the Britijh Flag to have an Admiral behave as 
rudely as a Swabber, or a Commodore as foul- 
mouthed as a Boatfwain. 

It may perhaps be alledged in cxcufe, that the 
being placed among fuch a boiflrerous fet of 
people, as our common failors, mufl: unavoidably 
wear off all politenefs and good manners : as it is 

Vol. hi. F rcav^kakAa^ 
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remarkable, that all thofe, who are employed ia 
the. care of horfes, grow as mere brutes as the 
animals they attend i and as we may often Qbferye 
thofe juflices, whofe chief bufmefs is the exami- 
nation of highwaymen, houfe - breakers, and 
ftroet-walkers, become as vulgar apd foul- mouthed 
as a pick- pocket. As there may be fome truth in 
this, the commander (hould therefore be llill 
more on his guard to preferve the gentlenuui. in 
his behaviour, and like the fea ilfelf, when the 
ftorm is over, grow fmooth and calm. It is ac- 
counted a piece of humoqr on the Thames to abufe 
the other paflengers on the water ; and there are 
certain fet terms of abufe, which fly to and fio 
from one boat to another on this occafipn. A wag 
might perhaps amufe himfelf with this water- 
language in his voyage to Vaux-Hall^ but muft 
be a very filly fellow indeed, to think of carrying 
the joke on (here with him* In the fame manner 
feme roughnefs may perhaps be nccefTary to keep 
the crew in order : but It is abfurd for an officer 
to retain his harfhnefs in poliie company ; and is 
in a manner tying his friends up to the yard-arm, 
and dilciplining his acquaintance with the 
cat-of-nine-tails. 

But the worft part of this maritime charaftcr 
is a certain invincible contempt, which they often 

contract 
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contract (ot all mankind^ except their fellow- 
feamen. Ttey look on the reft of the world as- 
afet of freih^water wretches, who could be of 
no fervice in* a ftorm or an engagement ; and 
from an unaccountable obftinacy are particularly 
deaf to any propofEda of new improvements in na« 
vigation: though experience daily teaches thenl^ 
the great ufe of the difcoveries already made, and 
how much room there is. for more* They h^iire 
no notion, how ftudious men can fit at homej and 
devife charts and inftruments to dired them in 
their courfe ; they defpife thofe ingenious perfons*,' 
^o would affift them in their undertakings ; 
while they confider them with the utmoft contempt, 
as going round the world in their clofets, and 
failing at fea in their elbow-chairs. It is no lefs 
(hameful than true, that the Ventilator, one of 
the moft beneficial inventions that ever was de- 
vifed, was (irft offered to the fervice of our -men 
o£ war^ and remedied. It was firft ufed in foreign 
{hips, then by our merchantmen, and laft of ail 
among our men of war, to whofe ufe it was firft 
recommended. This is a ftrong proof of that 
fatal obfiinacy, which our fea-commanders are 
too apt to contrail ; and as a further inftance of 
it, I have been told of an Admiral's indignation 
on this fubje<3, venting itfelf in the following 
manner. '^ A pack of blockheads, faid he, fit 

F 2 ** poring 
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^^ poring, and pretend to make inspi^vexnents 
** for our ufe. They tell you, that they difcovec 
^< this, and difcover that ; but I tell you they 9Xt 

«« all fools. For inftance now, they fay the 

** world is round ; every one of them fays the 

^^ world is round ; but I have been all round 

*< the world, and it is as flat as this table." . * 

The unpoli{hed behaviour of our feaofficers is 
in great meafure owing to their being often lent to 
fea very young with little or no education, beyond 
what they have received at the academy oiJVoohuUb 
, or Port/mouth. A lad of good family, but un- 
toward parts, or mifchievous difpofition, who has 
been flogged for a-while at the grammar-fchool, 
or fnubbed by his parents and friends at home, is 
frequently clapped on board a fhip in order to 
tame him, and to teach him better manners. 
Here perhaps he at firft mefles with the loweft of 
the feamen ; and all that the young gentleman 
can learn from Ijis jolly mefs- mates in the courfe 
of two or three voyages, is to drink flip, fuig a 
bawdy catch, and dance an horn-pipe. Thefc 
genteel accompliflbments he is fure to retain, as 
he grows old in the fervice ; and if he has the 
good fortune to rife to a command, he is as furly 
and brutal when advanced to the cabin, as > when 
he was tugging before the maft. 

Aft*r 
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After all it- is^ but juftice to confefs, that 
there are miny among our fea-oiEcers, who de- 
fervedly bear the charader of Gentlemen and 
Scholars; and it is eafy to perceive, with how 
much better grace^hey appear in the world than 
the reft of their brethren, who, when laid up 
and taken out of fervice, are as mere Ipgs as the 
main-maft. An officer, who has any relifh for 
reading, will employ the many vacant hours, in 
which he is relieved from duty, much more to his 
improvement and fatisfaSiofi, than in fauntering 
between the decks, or muddling over a bowl of 
punch. I would, therefore, ferioufly recommend 
it to thofe young failors, who have the happineis 
to launch forth with a genteel and liberal educa- 
tion, not to fufFer every trace of it to be wafhed 
away, like words written on the fands : but that 
when they return from fea, they may be fit to 
be admitted at St. Jam€s\ as well as at Wapping 
or Rotberhithe, 

Before I conclude, I muft beg leave to fay a 
word or two concerning our Sea-Chaplains. The 
common failors are known to have, when on 
board, a ,very ferious regard for religion ; and 
their decent behaviour at prayers, and fedate at- 
tention to the fermon upon quarter deck, might 
ihame a more polite audience at St, Jameses 
Church. For this reafon a truly religious Chaglaia^ 
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«f good morals and fober converfation, will ne- 
xefTarily have as much influence on dieir beh»-. 
;viour, as a mild and prudent Commander. Nor 
can a clergyman be too circumfpe(5l in this point.; 
ruicc, if he does not a£t in every refped confora»- 
;able to his fundion, his place might be as weH 
fupplied by any one of the unbeneficed Dodorsof 
the Fleet. In a word, if a Chaplain will £0 ht 
diveft himfelf of his (acred charaSer, as to drinki 
fwear, and behave in every refpe£l like a oonuBOi 
iailor, he fhould be obliged to work;in the gang* 
way all the reft of the week, and on £iinday« he 
Jnvefted with a jacket and trow&rs inftead tf 
iiis canonicals* 

I am, Sir, yoor humble tervant, 
O T. Fore-Castli. 
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— — _ Animorum 

Impulfu, et caeca magnaque cupidine. -— 

HOR. 

Js the frcnl darm now Jove^ now reafon guides^ 
The magic mixture rifes or fuhftdes. 

SO long ago as my fourth number (the reader 
perhaps may not remember} I made mia^ 
tion of a Femalr Thermometer, confthided 
by my ingenious friend Mr. Jams Ajjcm^^ O^ 

tician, 
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tician, on LitdgaU-Hill^ and I then informed the 
public, that ^* the liquor contained within the 
^* tube was a chemical mixtare, which being 
<• a6lcd upon by 'the circulation of the blood 
<< and animal fpirits, would rife and fall accord- 
<< ing to the deOres and affe£lions of the wearer.'' 
But I have now the further fatisfa<Siion to ac- 
quaint my fair readers, that after feveral repeated 
trials and improvements we have at length brought 
the inftrument to fo great a degree of perfe£Uon, 
that any common by-ftander may, by a proper 
api^catioh xsf it, luiow the exa£l temperature of 
a lady's paffiona* The liquor, among other fe- 
cret ingredients, is diftilled feamdum artem from 
the herbs lady's^love and maiden-hair^ the wabc 
of vii^n-bees, and the five greater hot and cold 
feeds : and the proplerties of it are fo fubtle and 
penetrating, that immediately on it's coming with- 
in the atmofphere of a lady's afiediohs^ ft is a£hi- 
ated by them in the fame manner, as the fpirits 
are by the impulfe of the kir m the commfoh 
Thermometer. 

It wai n<Jt wTthoult foftife difficulty, that we 
could fettle the different degrees of heat and cold 
iii a lady's defines, which it would be pTo^r to 
delineate on our Thfermonlctier : but at kft We 
fcfuhd,, that die whole finale of female characters 

F 4 might 
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nriigbt be reduced to one or other of | tbf . i^ 
lowing J viz. 

— — — Qa^antr^. 

From thefe degrees, which we have accu- 
rately marked on the fide of the tube, we baioe 
been able to judge of the charafters of fevenl 
ladles, on whom we have made the experiment. 
In fome of thefe we have found the gradations 
very fudden ; and that the liquor has rifen very 
faft from the loweft point to the higheft. We 
could likewife difcover, that it was differently af- 
fedted according to the difierent ftation and qua** 
lity of the fubjedl; fo that the fame anions, 
which in a lady of fafhion fcarce raifed the li-. 
quor beyond Indiscretions, in another caufed 
it to mount almoft to Impudence. Much al(b 
depended upon the air and temperature of die 
place, where we made our trials : and even the 
drefs had (bme influence on our Thermometer; 
as we frequently obferved, that the rife and fall 

of 



of th« liquor in the tube bore an exalft pA>]^tti6n 
to the rife and fall of the ftay3 and petticoat* ' 

I SHALL now proceed to give a fuccin£l ac- 
count of the many repeated experiments, which 
we have made on difierent fubje^ in different 
placed. During the winter feafon we had fre- 
quent opportunities of trying the efFeSs, which 
the play-houfe, the opera, and other places of 
diverfion might have on the Thermometer. At 
the play-houfe' we always found the liquor rife 
in proportion, as the drama was more or lefs 
iiulecent or immoral : at fome comedies, and parr 
ticularly the Chances, it's elevation kept pace ex- 
actly with the lufcioufnefs of the dialogue and 
the ripening of the plot ; fo that it has often 
happened, that with fome fubjedis, at the open- 
ing of the play, the liquor has ftruggled a-while, 
and rofe and funk about the degrees juft above 
Modesty ; before the thu-d ad it has flood fuf- 
pended at the middle point between Modjestv 
and Impudence ; in the fourth a£l it has ad- 
vanced as far as Loose Behaviour ; and at 
the condufion of the play it has fettled at down* 
right Impudence. At public concerts, and the 
opera efpecially, we obferved that the Thermo- 
meter cooftantly kept time (if I may fo fay) with 
the mulic and iinging ; and both at the opera and 

F 5 ' the 
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the play-houfe, it always regular it's motion 
by the dancer's heels, We have frequently made 
trials of our inftrument at the mafquerades in 
the Hay-Market: but the temperature of (hat 
climate always proved ib exceeding hot^ that on 
the moment of our coming into the room the li- 
quor has boiled up with a furpriling eflSsrvefceiKe 
to Abandoned Impudence. 

During the fummer feafon we havt not 
failed to make our obfervations on the company 
at the public gardens. Here we found, indeedp 
that with fome raw unpolifhed females, who came 
only to eat cheeic -cakes and fee the cafcade and 
fire-works, the liquor did not fiir beyond Mo* 
DESTY ; with many it has crept up to Indis- 
cretions : and with ibme it has advanced to 
Loose Behaviour. We had no opportunity 
to try our Thermometer in the dark walks : but 
with fome fubjedb we have plainly perceived tbt 
tiquor haftening up towards Innocent Free- 
POMS, as they were retiring to tbefe walks fiom 
the reft of the company ; while with others, who 
have gone the fame way, it has only ccmtinued to 
point, (as it did at the beginning of our oUer- 
vations) at Gallantry. One young lady in 
particular we could not help remarking, wbonk 
we followed into Vmx-IM^ gallanted by an 

officer^ 
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officer. We were glad to fee, at her firft going 
In, that the liquor, though it how and then faintly 
afpired towards Indiscretions, ftill gravitated 
back again to Modesty : after they hdd taken 
& turn or two in the walks, we perceived it fluc- 
tuating between Innocent Freedoms and 
Loose Behaviour : after this we loft fight of 
them for fome time ; and at the conclufion of the 
entertainment (as we followed them out) we 
could not without concern obferve, that the li- 
quor was haftily bubbling up to a degree next 
to Impud^nck. 

BESIDES the expeviments oh thofe ladies, who 
frequent the public placed of diverfion, we have 
been no lefs careful in making remarks at feveral 
private routs and aflemblies. We were here at 
firft very inuch furf^riftd at the extreme degree of 
COLD, which our Thermometer (eemed to indi-^ 
tate in feveral ladies, who were feated round the 
card-tables ; as we found not the leaft alteratioit 
in it either from the youfig or old : but vire at laft 
tencliided, diat A» was ot^ing to their love of 
play, which had totally ablbrbed all their other 
{>affions; We have, indeed, tnoie thaii once per- 
ceived, that when a lady has rifen from cards after 
fo much iQ luck as to have involved herfelf in 4 
debt of honour «> a gentlemlany die Thermo* 

F 6 meter 
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meter has been furprifingly afFeded ; and as flie 
has been handed to her chair, we have known 
the liquor, which before was quite ftagnate, run 
up inftantaneoufly to the degree of Gallantry. 
We have alfo been at the trouble to try it's efficacy 
in the long rooms at Bath^ Tunbridge^ Cheitenhamf 
&c. and we have found, that thefe places have 
brought about furprifing changes in the confii- 
tutions of thpfe sick ladies, who go thither for 
the benefit of the waters. 

Having thus fufficiently proved the perfec- 
tion of our Thermometer, it only remains to ac- 
quaint my readers, that Mr. Ayfcougb will be ready 
to fupply the public with thefe ufeful inftruments, 
as foon as the town (ills. In the mean time I 
would advife thofe ladies, who have the leaft re- 
gard for their characters, to refleft that the gra- 
dations, as marked on our Thermometer, natu- 
rally lead to each other ; that the tranfitions from 
the loweft to the higheft are quick and obvious ; 
and that though it is very eafy to advance, it is 
impoflible to recede. Let them, therefore^ be 
careful to regulate their paflions in fucb manner, 
as that their conduct may be always confiftent 
with decency and honour, and (as Shakefpeare (ays) 
•* not ftepping -o'er the bounds of Modesty." 
I ihall conclude with ohfervingi that Uiefe Ther- 
mometers 
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mometers are defigned only For the ladies: for 
though we imagined at firft, that they might ferve 
equally for the men, we have found reafon to alter 
our opinion ; fmce, in the courfe of feveral fruit* 
lefs experiments on our own fex, there has fcarce 
appeared any medium in them between Modesty 
and Impudence* 

W 
Numb. LXXXVI. Thurfdayj Sept. 18, 1755. 



Via facrS, ficut meus eft mos, 



Nefcio quid meditans nugarum, totus in illis. 

HOR. 

/ range in quejt of knowledge eifry ftreety 
And Jiudy arts at Ludgate or the Fleet. 

To Mr. T O ff^ N. 
SIR, 

IT has been generally imagined, that learning 
is only to be acquired in the clofet, by turning 
over a great number of pages : for which reafon 
men have been affiduous to heap together a parcel 
of dufty volumes, and our youth have been fentto 
ftudy at the univerfities : as if knowledge was ibut 
up in alibnuy^ and cbaiocd to the Ihelve^. toge- 
ther 



ito Tbi CONNOISSEUR. N*.86. 

ther with the folibs. This piigudice has made 
every onie over-look the moft envious and ready 
means of coming at literature; while (as the Wift 
Man has remarked) ^< Wifdom crieth widioati 
^< (kit uttereth her voice in the ftreets ; ihe criddl 
<^ in the chief place of concourfe^ in the opmingt 
<< of the gates: in the city (he uttereth her vrordsi 
*' and no man regardethlier.'* Every lane teems 
with inftrudlion, and every alley is big with eru- 
dition : though the ignorant or incurious pafier-hy 
(huts his eyes againft that univerfal velutne of arts 
and fciences, which conftantly lies open before 
him in the highways and bye^places) like the 
laws ^f the Romans^ which were hung up in the 
public ftreets. 

You muft kno"w, Mr. Town, that I toi 
a very hard ftudent ; and hate perhaps gleahcd 
more knowledge from my reading, than any of 
your poring fellow^ of colleges, though I was 
never poflefled of fo much as an horn-book. In 
the courfe of my ftudies I have followed tire ex- 
ample of the antient PeripatetUks^ who ufed tt> 
ftudy walking : and as I had not the advantage to 
be brought up a fcholar, I have been obliged, like 
the Lacederfumian children, to the public for liijf 
education. My iirft relifti for letters I got b^ 
conning Over thoTe elegant mbnofyllaUe^ which 

are 
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are chalked out upon walls and gates, and which 
(as pretty books for children are adorned with 
cuts) are generally enforced and explained by 
curious hieroglyphic^ in Caricdtura* I foon Inadb 
a further progrefs in the alphabet by ftarmg up at 
the large letters upon play-bills, and advcrtifements 
for ftage-coachcs and waggons ; 'till at length 1 
was enabled to make out the infcriptions upon 
figns, bills on empty houfes, and the titles on 
rubric-pofts. From thefe I proceeded gradually 
to higher branches of literature ; arid my method 
has fince been to vifit the Philohiblian libraries, and 
other learned ftalls, and the noble colle^ons at 
Moor-fields \ in which choice repofitories I have 
with infinite plcafure and advantage run over the 
elaborate fyftcms of ancient divines, politicians!) 
and philofophers, which have efcaped the fury of 
paftry-cobks and trunk-makers. As for the mo<^ 
dern writings of pamphleteers and magazine-*- 
compilers, I make it my bufmefs to take my 
rounds every morning at die open {hops about the 
Rm^I Exchengi ; where I never fail to run through 
every thing, frefh as' it comes out. Thus, for 
example, I make a (hift to fquint over the firft 
page of the Cormnffeur^ as it lies before me, at 
Mrs. Cookie \ at the next fhop I fteal a peep at 
the middle pages \ at another proceed oh to the 
fourth or fifths, and pcibape xcturn again to con^ 

dude 
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dtide it at Mrs. Go$y%'. ^^f the^fkine' meattir^ . 
am myf«lf become a Cmmnffiur likewife ; and 
you will be furprifed v^en I afiure you, thati 
have a great variety of the fineft prints and paint- 
ings, and am matter of a more curious fet of 
nicknacks, than are to be found in Sir Ham 
Sloanis Colle^ion. For, as I conftantly furvey 
the windows of every printfhop, and attend every' 
auction, I look upon every curiofity as adually in 
my pofleffion ; and you will agree with me, that 
while I have the opportunity of feeing them, the 
real owners cannot have more fatisfadion in lock- 
ing them up in Cabinets and Mufaeums. 

It is recorded of DemocrituSj that he tranfcribed 
a fyftem of ethics from the Columns of jtcicana 
in Babylonia. In like manner you will conclude, 
that the knowledge, which I have thus picked 
out of the ftreets, has been very extenfive : I have 
gone through a complete courfe of phyfick by 
perufing the learned treatifes of Dr. Rock and other 
eminent prat^itioners, pafted up at the entrance 
of allies and bye-places : I have learned at every 
corner, that the fcurvy is a popular difeafe, — ^thaC 
the bloody flux cannot be cured by any of the 
faculty, except the gentlewoman at the blue pofls 
in Haydon Yard^ — that nervous difeafes were 
never fo frequent,— and that the royal family and 

moft 
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rood of our nobility arc troubled with corns* — I 
was completely grounded in politics by ftop* 
ping at TimpIi'Bar tvtrj morning to read the 
Gazzetteer^ which ufed to be ftuck up there to die 
great emolument of the hackney-coachmen upon 
their ftands. But above all I have acquired the 
moft fublime notions of religion by liftening at- 
tentively to the fpirited harangues of our moft 
eminent field-preachers : and I confcfs myfelf 
highly obliged %o the itinerant miffionaries of 
JVhitefieU^ WeJUy^ and Zinzmdorfy who have in- 
ftru£hsd us in the New Light from empty barrels 
and joint-ftools. Next to tbefe, I have received 
great improvements from the vociferous* retailers 
of poetry ; as I conftantly ufed to thruft myfelf 
into the circle gathered round them, and liften to 
their ditties, 'till I could carry away both the words 
and the tune. I have likewife got fome notion 
of the drama by attending the theatres } though 
my finances were too fcanty for me ever to get> 
admittance even among the Gods in the upper 
regions of the twelve-penny gallery. I therefore 
had recourfe to the following practice : I would . 
contrive to hear one ad at the outfide of one of 
the pit doors : the next aA I took my ftand at the 
other ; and as the author generally rifes in the • 
middle, I could catch the moft tearing parts dur- 
ing the thifd aft in the paflage to the two-fhilling . 

^ gallery : 
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gallery : in the fourth a£l the rants came tolentU]: 
loud to my ear at the entrance of the upper gal* 
Icry ; and I very attentively liftened to the pa- 
thetic, at the concluiion of the play, with the 
fi>otinen in the lobby. 

Endowed with fo much learning, you will 
doubtlefs be curious to know to what purpofcs 
I have turned it. Almoft before I could read it 
all, I got into the fervice of a very cminefit 
dodor of phy'fick, who employed me^ in flicking 
up his bills, and flipping them flily into tSie hxni$ 
of fpindle'-fliahked youngfellows, as they pixSki by. 
After thia, by clofely ftudying thefe elegant com- 
pofitioxis, I got together a fufficient fet of medical 
phrafes, which (by the help of Bayhf^ diflionary) 
enabled me to draw up bills and affidavits for 
thofe do<^r5, who were not fo happy as to be 
able to write or read. I was next promoted to 
the garret of a printer of bloody murders, whefe 
my bufinefs was to invent terrible ftories, write 
Yarkfinre tragedies, and occaiionally to put the 
ordinary crfJVmy^/sAccount of Dying Speeches 
into lamentable rhyme. I was afterwards con- 
cerned in works, that required a greater f^nd •£ 
ctudition, fuch as bog-houfe mifcellamies, and 
litde books for children : and I was once engaged 
as the principal compiler of a three-half-penny 

magazine. 
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.jiiagazine. Sintc that I followed the occupation 
of an Evfe8-drt)ppcr, or CoUeiftor of News for 
the daily papers ; in which I turned a good penny 
by hunting after marriages amd deaths, and in- 
venting lies for the day. Once, indeed, being 
out of other bufinefs, I defcended to the mean 
office of a tallad-finger, and hawked my own 
verfes ; but not having a good ear for mufic, and 
the tone of my voice being rather inclihed to 
ivhining, I converted my baHads into penitentfal 
hymns, and took up the vocation erf Methodift 
Preacher. In this ftation I made new converts 
■every day among tht old women by tny fighs and 
groans, who in return contributed thfeir hal^ 
pence, which I difpofed of in dhaTfty to riiyfeJf : 
but I was at hft beat off the field by a joumcy- 
man (hoe-maker, who fairly out-whined me ; 
nnd finding myfelf deferted "by my ufual audience, 
I became Setter to a Fleet-Parfon. 

My employment now was td take my ftand 
at the end of Fleet-Market; and whenever I faW 
any gaping young couple ftafihg about them, 
to whifper them fbftly in the ^ear, and afk them 
whether they wanted to be married. Whenever 
the ceremnony was performed, I oftcia^ a^ 
clerk and (ather to give away the bride : and 
when my mailer the dodor died, I made a fhift 

to 
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to purchafe his entire ftock in trade, (confifiing 
of a rufty caflbck, an old grizzle wig, and one 
lappet of a band) and fucceeded him in his 
benefice of the Hand-and-Pen Chapel. I now 
got a more comfortable fiibfiflance than many 
regularly ordained curates in the country : but 
the^Marriage-Aft foon after taking place, I was 
flung out of employ i and as the Primate of 
May Fair^ the reverend Dr. Keitbj is forced to 
fell fnufF in the Fleet-prifon, I have been obliged 
to retsul gin in a night-cellar. 

Thus, Mr. Town, have I fet before you the 
progre(s I have made in literature, as well as the 
particular circumftances of my life, in hopes they 
v^ill induce you to recommend me to the notice 
of the public. As the parliament has not thought 
fit to make any provifion for the poor diftreft 
Clergy of the Fleet, I intend to open a New 
Oratory-Chapel in i%^-^<?ri^, to be conduced 
on the fame principles with that eftablifhed in 
Clare-Market ; and for which, I flatter myielf, I 
{hall appear no lefs qualified by my education, 
than the renowed Henley or any of his butchers. 
I (hall, therefore, beg leave to fubfcribe myfelff. 
hoping for your countenance and prote6Uon, 

Your very humble fervant, 

T Orator Higgins. 
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Numb. LXXXVII. Thurfday, Sept. 25, 1755. 

Quid dignum tanto tibi ventre gulaque precabor ? 

Mart. 

» 

Ss wtdi a fwallow^ and fo vajl a paunchy 

Say^ what JhaU cram ? a twrhot^ or an haunch ? 

EATING and drinking being abfolutely 
requifite to keep our crazy frames toge- 
ther, we are obHged to attend to the calls of 
nature, and fatisfy the regular cravings of the 
appetite : though it is, in truth, but a very fmall 
part of the world; that eat becaufe they are hun- 
gry, or drink becaufe they are dry. The com- 
mon day-labourer may, indeed, be glad to fnatch 
an hafty meal with his v/ife and children, that he 
may have ftrength to return to his work ; and the 
porter finds it neceffary to refrefh himfelf with a 
full pot of entire butt, while he refts his load 
upon the bulk at the ale-houfe door. But thofe, 
who have more leifure to ftudy what they fliall 
eat and drink, require fomething more in their 
food, tiian what is barely wholfome or neceiTary ; 
their palates muft be gratified with rich fauces ' 
and high-feafoned delicacies ; and they frequently 
have recourfe to whetters and provocatives, to 

anticipate 
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anticipate the call of hunger, and to enable their 
ftomachs to bear the load they lay on it. There 
are a fort of men, whole chief pride is a good 
tafte (as they call it) and a great firomach : and 
the whole bufinefs of their lives is included io 
their breakfaft, dinner and fupper. Thefe people, 
of whatever rank and denominaltbn, whether they 
regale on turtle, or devour fhoulders of mutton 
and peck-loaves for wagers, whether a duke at 
Jf^hitis^ or a chairman at the Bbii-Pq/isy are 
certainly of the number of thofe, ^< whom na- 
<^ ture, (as Salluft tells us,) has made like the 
<^ brutes, obedient to their bellies;" and». inr 
deed, partake in fome meafure of the fenteoGe 
pafTed on the Serpent, <^ to be curfed above all 
•< cattle* and to go for ever on their bellies/' 

There are many vices and follies, which 
men endeavour to hide from the reft of the world; 
but this, above all others, they take a pride ia 
proclaiming ; and feem to run about with the cap 
and bells^ as if they were ambitious to be ranked 
among the fons of Folljr- Indeed, as the polite- 
nefs of the French language has diftinguiflied eveij 
glutton by the title of Bon Vhant^ and the courr 
tefy of our own has honoured their beaftly glut- 
tony by the name of Gocd Livings the epicure 
thinks to eat and drink bimfelf into your good 

opinion^ 
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opinion, and recommend himfelf to your efleem 
by an exquifite bill of fare. However this may 
be, it is remarkable, that as the fox-hunter takes 
delight in relating the incidents of the chacc, and 
kills the fox again over a bowl of punch at night, 
fo the Bon Vivant enjoys giving an account of a 
delicious dinner, and chews the cud of reflecStion 
on his exquifite entertainment. 

I HAVE been led into thefe thoughts by an 
acquaintance, which I have lately made with a 
perfon, whofe whole converfation is, literally 
fpeaking, TaUe-Talk. His brain feems to be 
fluiFed with an hodge-podge of ideas, confiding 
of feveral difhes, which he is perpetually ferv- 
ing up for the entertainment of the company. 
As it was faid of Longlnus^ that he was a Walking 
Library, in the lame manner I confider this gen- 
tleman as a Walking Larder : and as the orations 
of Demeftbenes were faid to fmell of the lamp, fo 
my friend's whole converfation favours of the 
kitchen. He even makes ufe of his ftomach as 
an artificisd memory: and recollects every place 
he has been at, and every perfon he has feen, by 
fome circumftances relating to the entertainment 
he met with. If he calls to mind a particular 
inn, he adds, ^* for there the cook fpoiled a 
^ fine turbot." Another houfe is recollected, 

** becaufe 
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«**'bcdlufc the parforf took all ^clzt'^o^'^^ 
<« haunch of vcnifon :" he rcmemfecrs ai geiiufe-^ 
man you mention, *< becaufe he had the fmalfeil 
*« • ftomach he fever knew ;*• or one lady, «« Bc- 
<' caufe (he drank a great deal of wine at fup- 
" per ;" and another, " becaufe fhe has the bcft 
•* receipt for making her pickled cucumben 
" look green." 

His paflion for eating alfo influences all his 
anions, diverfions, and ftudies. He is fond of 
hare-hunting, as he fays his perfuit is animated 
by the hopes of feeing pufs fmoking on the table : 
but he wonders how any man can venture his 
neck in a chace after a fox, which, when it Is 
got, is not worth eating. He has had occafiony 
on account of the difordcrs which his ruling paflion 
has brought upon him, to vifit the fcveral Wells 
in the kingdom : but thefc he confiders, not as 
places where perfons go to drink the waters, but 
where they go to eat ; and in this light he g^ves 
a chara£ler of them all. << Bath^ (ays he, is 
" one of the beft markets in the world : at Tiw- 
** hridge you have fine mutton, and moft exqui* 
'^ fite wheat-ears : but at Cheltenham^ pox take 
*' the place, you have nothing but cow-beef, 
«< red veal, and white bacon." He looks upon 
every part of England in the fame light ; and 

would 
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would as foon go to Ch^ire iox butter^ and 
Suffdk for cbade, as mifi eating what each par- 
ticular town or county is famous for having tb« 
moft excellent in it's kind. He does not grudge 
to ride twenty miles to dine on a favourite diih : 
and it was but laft week, that he appointed a 
friend in Buckinghamflnre to meet him at Vxbridge^ 
^^ which (fays he in his letter) is the heft place 
^^ we can fettle our bufinefs at, on account of 
^' thofe excellent rolls we may have for breakfaft, 
'^ and the delicious trout we are fure to have 
*' at dinner." 

Mr. Cramwetty for that is his name, is fo un- 
fortunate as to want a purfe adequate to his tafle; 
fo that he is obliged to have recourfe to feveral 
artifices, to gratify his appetite. For this pur- 
pofe he has with great pains conftituted a 
Club, confifting of perfons moft likely to promote 
Good Living, This fociery is compofed of mem- 
bers, who are all of fomc trade that can f^r- 
nifli it with provifions, except one country fquire, 
who fupplies it with game ; and they are obliged 
to fend in the heft of whatever their trade deals 
in, at prime coft: by which wife management 
the Club is fupplied with every delicacy the feaibn 
affords, at the moft reafonable rates* Mr. Crem^ 
welli on account of his extraordinary proficiency 

Vol. IIL G in 
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in .the Sgence of Eating, is honoured .with fhe 
office of perpetual Caterer : and he has ^^aaXv^i to 
fucb a pitch of accuracy in thecalculatiottof what 
is fufficient, that he feems to gage the ftomachi 
of the Club, as an excifeman does a caik : b 
that, when all the members are prefent, th^ 
(eldom fend away three ounces of meat from the 
table. Upon any vacancy much care and deli- 
beration* is ufed in electing a new member. A 
candidate's being able to devour a whale turkey 
with an equal proportion of chine, or eat one 
haunch of venifon with the fat of another as fauce 
to it, would be no recommendation : on the con- 
trary, there never was more caution ufed, at the 
death of a Pope, to ele<£l a fuccefTor who appears 
the moff likely to be fliort-lived, than by this 
Society oi Epicurean hogs, to admit nobody of a 
ftomach fuperior to their own. A Captain of a 
fhip trading to the Wejl-Indm has been admitted 
an honorary member, having contracted to bring 
over, as a prcfent to them, a catgo of turtle every 
voyage ; and a few days ago I met Cromwell in 
prodigious' high (Jjirits, when he told me, that he 
was the happieft man in the world. « Now, 
•« fays he, we fhall have Ortolans as plenty as 
««' pigeons ; for it was butyefterday that we bal- 
<* lotted into our fociety one of the Flandertiih' 
« Bird-Merchants.'* 

This 
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This aflbciadon for the preferVation of eft^iuk 
fare gratifies iriy friend Cramweffs hixury at k 
cheap rate : and that he may make as many good 
meds as poffible, he often contriveis td Introduce 
himfelf to the tables of pcrfons of quality. This 
he efFeds by fending my lord or her lady(hip a 
prefent of a Bath Cheefe, or a RufF or Land- 
Rail from his friends in Lincohtjhire or Somerfet- 
Jhire\ which feldom fails to procure him an invi- 
tation to dinner. He then plays his part as luftily, 
as if he had kept Lmt^ or were not to make a 
dinner again for a fortnight. He never fuffers thd 
fmalleft fide-di(h to efcape hun : for one is fo ex« 
ceeding good ; another looks fo tempting ; ano- 
ther is fo great a rarity ; and though he declares 
he cannot touch a bit more, he will niake fhift to 
find room for this or that dainty, becaufe he never 
tailed it in his life. Wherever he goes, he always 
takes care to fecure to himfdf the beft (hare of 
every nicer difh, without the leafl? regard to the 
reft of the company: he will help himfelf to 
a whole bird, though there are but a brace; 
and for fear any tid-bit (hould be fnapped 
up before him, he fnatches at it as greedily, as, 
an hungry Frenchman at an ordinary. It once, 
happened, that dining with an Alderman his ap« 
pcdte (b far got the better of his good-breeding, 
that he (haved off all the outfide of a plunib- 

G 2 pudding; 
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pndHing.; and he has. eycrfincc been tajked of in 
tbc city by the name of Skln-fudimgi / ^ . , >t 

As all his joy and mifery conftantly arifes from 
his belly, he thinks it is the fame with 'others ; 
and I heard him alk a perfedk fti'angef t6 bim, 
who complained that he was fick, ** i/<4i^hef^he 
•* had over-eat himfclf." Jt is no wonder, idiat 
Cramwell fhould be fometimes troubled with the 
gout : I called upon him the other morning, i^nd 
found him with his legs wrapped up in flannel, 
and a book lying open before him upon the table. 
On afking him what he was reading, he told me 
he was taking phyfick ; and on enquiring wbofe 
advice he had, '^ Oh, fays he, nobody can do me 
•* fo much good as Mrs. Hannah Glajfi. lam 
" here going through a courfe of hec Art of 
" Cookery^ in hopes to get a ftomach ; for indeed, 
^^ my dear friend, (added he, with tears in . his 
^' eyes) my appetite is quite gone : and I am fure 
*^ I (hall die, if I do not find fomething in this 
*^ book, which I think I can eat/' 
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Numb. LXXXVIII. flurfday^ O^oher 2, 1755, 

-w. .-*-. Fuit baud tgnobliS Argis, 
Qui fe credebat miros audire tragoedos. 
In vacuo laetu9 fefibr plauforque theatro. 
Hie ubi cognatcrum opibus curiique rcfc&us 
Expulit helleboro morbum bilemque meraco, 
Et redit ad fefe ; — Pol me occidiftis, amici^ 
Non fervaftis, ait ; cui fie extorta voluptas, 
£t demptus per vim mentis gratiffimus erron 

HoR. 

jf wight there waSj whofe mad £Jlemper^d brain 
Coivuefd him ev'ry night to Drury-Lane : 
Pleased and tranfported in tV ideal pit 
At fancied tragedies hefeenCd to fit. 
Now to bis wits by f age Monro refior*dj 
No thanks f but curfes on his friends he powr'd. 
Ye fools ! (he cried) the dear delufim lofty 
My pleafiifefledy you*ve cur* d me to my coft: 
Seized withfuch whims ^ with frenzy fo divertiv^^ 
Cruel! to cloje thefcency and drop the curtain, 

m 

HORACE, in the paflage quoted at the 
head of my paper, tells us (after Arifiotle) 
of a man, who ufed to fit in the empty theatre, 
and fancy that he faw real exhibitions on the 

G 3 * ftage. 
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ft^gc. We have the like accouflt* in aiy>tber 
ancient author, of a perfon that uS^ to. Wait with 
great follicitude the coming of fliips into the har- 
hour, believing them to be bis own propdty. 
The end of thefe madmen was &I(b fimtlar : drjr 
were both cured ; and both complained^ tbat diey 
were deprived of the fatisfa&ion, which tbey hi- 
fore jBn}<^ed from a pleafing error of their wc^ixyU^ 

That the happineft and mifery of die hx 
greater part of mankind depends upon the fiuiejr, 
need not be in&fted on : Credi quod habesj Hbdms 
Think that you have and you have, is a maxim 
not confined to tbofe only within the walls of 
Bsdlam. I remember an humourift, who woyU 
frequently divert himfelf in the fame manner widi 
the madmen above-mentioned, and fupply hiB 
real wants by the force of his imagination. He 
would go round the markets, and fuppofe him- 
ielf to be cheapening the moft dainty proyifioas ; 
and when he came home to his fcanty meal, by 
the fame ideal contrivance he would convert his 
trotters into turbot, and his fmall beer into the 
moft delicious Burgundy. As he was a barber 
by trade, he would put on the air and manners of' 
his cuftomers, while he combed out th^ir vrigs : 
with every bag he would conceive himfelf goiilg 
to court or an afTembly ; and once, when ho was 
fick, he got together three or four of the largeft 

tycs. 
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tyes, plaoed tbediupon blocks round bis bed-fide, 
and called tliem a^confultation of phyficians. 

B u T of all others, there are none perhaps, 
who are more obliged to the imagioation for their 
ideal happinefs, than the fraternity of which I anoi 
an unworthy member. There is i^o fet of .people, 
who are more ambitious to appear grand in tiie 
world, and yet have lefs means, than thoie gen- 
tlemen whom the world has filled Authors* Wit 
and pride as often go hand in hand together, as 
wit and poverty: but though the generality of 
writers are by the frowns of fortune debarred from 
poilelSng a profufe ihare of the good things of 
this world, they are abundantly recompenfed by 
enjoying them in {peculation. They indulge in 
golden dreams, at the time that they have not 
fixpence in their pockets ^ and conjure up all the 
luxuries of Pontac's before them, though they are 
at a lofs perhaps where to get a dinner. Thus 
a Critic by a kind of magic will tranfport him- 
(elf to the theatres in an imaginary chariot, and 
be fcated at once in the front-boxes; when in 
reality he has waited for two hours in Vinegar * 
Yard before the opening of the doors, to fecure 
to himfelf a comer in the twelve penny gallery. 
Hence it alfo happens to mod Authors, that 
though their way of life be ever fo mean, their 

G 4 waitings 
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writings favour of the mod unbounded, ^ffg^' 
ficence ; and as tbey have nothing tip b^pw, a 
moil furpridng generofity always accompanici 
every a£bion of the quill. A Novellift, jfor ex- 
ample, is remarkably lavifh of his cafh on all 
occafions ; and fpares no expence in carrying on 
the defigns of his perfonages through ever (b many 
volumes. Nothing, indeed, is more ea/y than 
to be very profufc upon paper: An author, when 
he IS about it, may ereft his airy caftles to what 
height he pleafes, and with the wave of hi» peii 
may command the mines of Peru : and as he deals 
about his money without once untying his purfe- 
ftrings, it will coft him the fjime whether he 
throws aMray a mite or a million ; and another 
dip of ink, by the addition of two or three ^^Zf 
cyphers, may in an inftant convert a fingle ten 
into as many thoufands. 

B u T it muft be confcflcd, that we Eflay- 
writers, as we are the greateft Egotifts, are con- 
fequently moft vain and oftentatious. As we 
frequently find occafion to prate about ouHelves, 
we take abundant care to put the reader conftantfy 
in mind of our importance. It is very well known^ 
that we keep the beft company, are prefent at the 
moft expenfive places of diverfion, and caii talk 
as familiarly of fVhitisy as if we had been ad- 
mitted 
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mittea.to the nonour of lofing an eltate there. 
Though the iieceiraries as well as the luxurips of 
life may perJiaps l)e denied us, we readily 913^5 
up for the want of them by the creative power; .of 
the imagmation. Thus, for inftance, I remem- 
ber i brother Eflayift, who took a particular prid^ 
in dating his' lucubrations, From my own AparU 
ment'y which he reprefented as abounding with 
every convenience : though at the fame time he 
was working three dories from the ground, and 
was often forced, for want of other paper, to 
fcribble upon wrappers of tobacco. As to myfelf^ 
I make no doubt but the reader has long ago dif- 
coyered without my telling him, that I Ipll. at 
my eafe in a crimfon velvet chair, reft my elbow 
on the poliflied furface of a mahogany table, 
write my eflays upon gilt paper, and dip my pen 
into a filver ftandifh. 

Indeed, though I have taken upon me th^ 
title of Connoisseur, I fhall not prefume tp 
boaft, that I am poflefled of a Mufseum like 
S/oane*Sj or a Library equal to Mead's*. But as 
PUny^ and after him our countryman Mr. Pope^ 
have left us a defcription of their elegapt ^Z4y/, 
I hope it will not be thought arrogance in me, 
after what I have faid, if I fet before the readme 
an account of my own Study, This is a little * 

G 5 edifice 
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hpafe, for the fake of privacy mi x^tireifac^! It 
is an ancient pile of building, Hani hangs oirer si 
imall rivulet ; and as the entrance intuit is flisidad 
by ia "thick hedge of ever-greens, ii^ich caft a 
kind of awful gloom about it^ fome learned «AnH* 
quarians have been led tp conjedture^ that it was 
formerly a Temple, or rather Chapel of Eafe, 
dedicated to one of the heathen Goddelles, This 
Goddefs, they inform me, was worfhippft^ by the 
Romansy and was probably held in no Ie(s vena- 
tion by the Mgyptians^ Chaldees^ Syrians^ and other 
nations. However this be, the walls on the infido 
arc decorated with various infcriptions alluding to 
the religious rites performed there, aiid (lung 
round with the rude rhymes of ancient bards. 

T o this Study I retire conftantly every 
morning after break faft, and at other parts of the 
day, as occafion calls. Here I am at liberty to in- 
dulge my meditations uninterrupte'd, as I fuffer 
no one to break in upon my privacy : and (wha$ 
will perhaps furprife my readers) I find in myfclf 
the greateft inclination to vifit it after an hearty 
meal. In this place I made a very rapid progrefs 
in literature, and have gone through feveral very 
karned volumes, which otherwife I fhould never 
have looked info, I have here travelled leaf by 

leaf 



leaf through the works of. many- WQr^}S but 
negleded, ancient divines, q^kicsj,, aqd pQlidi 
ciajis ; aod have turned over many a x^Q4eri| 
pamphlet or poem wi^th equal fatisfa£tion. Ixn^ift 
not forget to mention, that (like the fcrupulops 
Mahometans) I have often picked up the fragnlent$ 
of feveral learned writers, which have come from 
the chandlers, and lodged them among others no 
lefs valuable, in my Study. 

I MAY fafely boaft, that I am indebted for 
many of my bed thoughts in the courfe of thefe 
papers, to the reflexions I have had the leifure to 
make in this Study; which probably has the 
fame influence on my mind, as the jftew'd prunes 
had upon Ba^es, which he tells us he always took 
when he wrote. But if my Study ferves to in- 
fpire me (bmetimes with agreeable ideas, it never 
fails on the other hand to remind me of the rnor* 
tality of writers ; as it affords repeated proofs;- 
that we may juftly fay of our works, as well as 
of ourfelves, 

Serius aut citius Sedem properamus ad unam« ; 

O lamenialle chance! to one vile Seaty , . 
Seonw or later we muft, all retreat,! . ■. ,,;, . 

G 6 Numb. 
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tiUgetc, O Veneres Cupidinefque, 

Et quantum e{| hominum venuftiorum ! 

Pafler mortuus eft meae puellae j 

Pafler deliciae meae puellae j 

Qucm plus ilia occulis fuis amabat. Cat ul. 

JVeep^ ye belles^ ye beaux deplore / 
Pretty^ pretty FoWs m more/ 
Poll, the dear deligl/t^ the fancy ^ 
Poll, the darling of my Nancy ! 
Pretty VoW J wl)om Jhe did hve^ 
'Bove her eyes^ O far above, 

GO I N G the other day to vifxt Mrs. Penelope 
Dodty after I had waited fome time in the 
parlour, the maid returned with her miftrefs's 
compliments, and informed me, that as fhe was 
extremely bufy, (he begged to be excufed coming 
down to me, but that Che would be very glad to 
: fee me in the Nurfery, As I knew (he was a 
maiden lady, I was a good deal ftartled at the 
: meOage : but hov/evdr I followed the fervant 
vp ftairsto hcrmiftrefs; whom I found combing 
9 little fpotted dog th^t lay in her lap, with a grey 
parrot perched 00 one arm of the (ettee where fhe 

fat. 
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fat^ a monkey on the back, and a tabby cat with 
half a dozen kittens on the other iottkr -of it.. 
The whble room, which was a vepy large *t«ie, 
was indeed a Nurfery for all kinds of^.aninmls^ 
except thofe of the human fpecics. It was hung 
every where with cages, containing parrots, 
mackaws, Canary birds, nightingales, linaets, 
and goldfinches ; on the chairs were feveral cats 
repofing on foft cufhions ; and there were little 
kennels in the Chinefe tafte, in almoft every cor- 
ner of the room, filled with Pugs, Fidos, and 
King Charles^ breed. As foon as the chattering 
of the birds, the barking of the dogs, and the 
mewing of the cats, which my entrance occa- 
fioned, began to ceafe, — ** You find me here. Sir, 
faid the lady, tending my little family, the only 
joy of my life. Here's a dear pretty creature ! 
(holding up the dog fhe was combing) a 
^< beauty ! what a fine long-eared fhub-nofcd 
*• beauty ! Lady Faddle advertifed three quarters 
^^ of a year, and could not get the fellow to it. 
>« Ah, blefs it, and love it, fweet foul !'' 
And then (he flroaked it, and kifled it for near 
two minutes, uttering the whole time all th<)fe 
inarticulate founds, which cannot be committed 
to paper, and which are only add^efied x<^ dogs, 
cats, and children, and may be fliled the language 
of the Nuriery^ Upoit obierving- me finite at the 
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embraces Ibe beftotved on her little mptley Jafh* 
ling, " I am afraid (faid fhe) you don't love 
*^ thefe pretty creatures. How can you be fo 
<< cruel? Poor dumb things! I would not have. 
<^ them hurt for all the world. Nor do I fee 
*« why a lady fhould not indulge herfelf in having 
<< fucb fweet little company about her, as well 
*< as you men run out eftates in keeping a pack 
<* of filthy hounds." Then Ibe laid Pompey on 
his culbion by the fire-fide; and railed at the 
barbarity of the human fpecies to the reft of the 
creation, and entered into a long diflertatlon oo 
tendernefs and humanity. 

An humane difpofition is, Indeed fo aQiiable 
either in man or woman, that it ought always to 
be cheriibed and kept alive in our bofoms ; but at 
the fame time we fbould be cautious not to render 
the firft virtue of our nature ridiculous. The moft 
compaffionate temper may be fufficiently gratified 
by relieving the wretches of our own fpecies : but 
who wou!d ever boaft of their generofity to a 
lap-dog, and their conferring eternal obligations 
on a monkey ; or would any lady deferve to be 
celebrated for her charity, who fbould jdeny fup- 
port to a relation or a friend, becaufe fhe main- 
tains a litter of kittens ? For my part, before I 
would treat a Butch puppy with fuch abfurd 

fondnefs. 
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fon^nefS) I mdft be brought to wor(hip dogs, as 
the Egyptians did of old ; and ere I would fo ex- 
travagantly doat upon a monkey, I \vould (as 
Jago fays on a different occafion) ** exchange my 
** humanity with a baboon." 

Yet there have been many inftances, befides 
my female friend, of this fondnefs for the brute 
creation being carried to very ridiculous lengths. 
The grave dolors of the faculty have been called 
ill to feel the pulfe of a lap-dog, and infpedt the 
urine of a fquirrel : nay, I am myfelf acquainted 
with a lady, who carried this matter fo far, as to 
difcharge her chaplain, becaufe he refufed to 
bury her monkey. But the moft folemn piece of 
mummery on thefe occafions is the making pro- 
vifions for thefe animals by will ; which abfurd 
legacies as little deferve the title of humanity, as 
thofe people merit being called charitable, who in 
a death-bed fright ftarve their relations, by leaving 
their eftates to found an hofpital. It were indeed 
to be wi(hed, that money left in truft for fuch 
uft^ were fubjeft to fomc ftatute of Mortmain i 
or at leaft that the gentlemen of the long robe 
would contrive fome fcheme to cut off* the entail 
from monkeys, 'mackaws, Italian greyhounds, 
and tal^ catSt 

That 
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That a'ftage (toadirtan'ffiouWioSJt^^MtlBe 
better than his wife or childrefii'or^S^iiffitiy 
fqiiire be fond of his hounds and hiintfelV, 'S'^iiot 
fo furprifing, becaufe the? reafon of their regard JTor 
them is eaiily accounted for : and a fea-captaiJj 
has, upon the fame principles, been known !t6 
contraft an afFcSion for his fhip. Yet no coacfi- 
man would, like Caligula^ tye his horfes to a 
golden rack : but thinks he (hews fufBcient kind- 
nefs by giving them a good feed and clean ftraw : 
and the country fportfman takes care to provide 
his hounds with a warm kennel and horfe-flefli ; 
but would never think of placing them on 
cufhions before the fire, and cramming them with 
fricaflces, or breed them with as much care as the 
heir to his eftate. 

This irregular paffion (if I may fo call it) is 
moft frequently to be met with among the ladies. 
How often has the flighted gallant envied the ca- 
refles given to a lap-dog, or kifles beftowed on a 
fquirrel ! and " I would I were thy bird !" has^ 
been the fond exclamation of many a Rcmeo, But 
it is remarkable, that this afFeflion for birds and 
beafi;9 generally wears ofF after marriage, and that 
the ladies difcard their four-footed darlings and 
feathered favourites, when they can beftow their 
endearments on an hufband. Wherefore, thefc 

dry 
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be met with among thofe fenjales, who h^ve, been 
dirappointed in the affairs, of Jove, and bavje againfl 
their will retained th? flower of virginity, 'till, it 
has withered in their poffeflion. It often happens 
that there is fome kind of analogy between the 
gallant they once loved, and the animal on which 
they afterwards fix their aflFeflions : and I re- 
member an inftance of a lady*s pai&on for a 
lawyer being converted into dotage on a parrot j 
and have an old maiden aunt, who once lan- 
guifhed for a beau, whofe heart is now devoted 
to a monkey. 

But I (hould not fo much quarrel with thefe 
humane ladies, who chufe to fettle their affeSions 
on the brute fpecies, if their love for thcfe pretty 
creatures was not troublelbme to others who are 
not fo fenfible of the charms of a fnub nofe, or 
cannot difcover any beauty in the grey eyes of a 
cat. A doating mother would never forgive you, 
if you did not call her brat a fine child, and 
dandle it about, and prattle with it, with as much 
feeming rapture as herfelf: in like manner, a 
bdy would take it as an affront to her own perfon, 
if you did not payyp^r addrefles, equally tq her. 
pug or paroquet. I know a young f^lloyfy tha]^ 
was cut 0^ with a {hilling by an old maiden aunt,, 

on 
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on whom he had gceat dQpeh(faui09,M>eeaufe he 
gave poor Vmy a kick, OAlj.for Uftiag iip liis leg 
againft the gentleman's flocking: and I have 
heard of another, who migbt have carried off a 
very rich widow, but that he could not prevail 
upon himfelf to extend his care&s to her 
dormoufe. Indeed, I cannot help thinking, thai 
the embraces and endearments beftowed on thefe 
rivals of the human fpecies ihould be as private as 
the moft fecret intrigues ; and I would have lap- 
dggs, like fretful and fqualling children, confined 
to bark and growl only in the Nurfeiy. We 
may often fee a footman following his ladjf to 
church with a* large common -prayer-book under 
one arm,and a fnarling jcur under the other. » I have 
known a grave divine forced to ftop fhort in the 
middle.of a prayer, while the whole congr^ation 
has been raifed from their knees to attend to the 
howling of a non-conforming pug ; and I once 
iaw a tragedy monarch diflurbed in his laft mo- 
ments, as he lay expiring on the carpet, by a 
difcerning critic of king Charleses black breed, 
who jumped out of the ftage-box, and faftening 
upon the hero's perriwig, brought it off in his 
mouth, and lodged it in his lady's lap. 

It will not appear ftrangc, after what ha$ 
been faid, that thefe ladies, or lady-like gentle- 
men. 



tncn^ ihould be ai iollidtcnis |o piTefervc the breed 
of their .£iivooiitt asBiqiaU, aS' a fpoittman pf his 
houods and horfesi . I have known a gentleman 
iu St. Jameses Street fend his Ikdc Q^id in a fedan 
chair as iar as Grofoenor Square^ to wait upon 
a lady's Viny for this very purpofe ; and I {ball 
hever forget a Card, which was fent to another 
lady on a like occafion, exprefled in the following 
terms. — - *< Mr. > ■ " ■ ■ ■ *s compliments to Lady 

<^ £^/y I — 9 is glad to bear Mifs Chbe is 

^^ (afely delivered, and begs it as a particular 
<< favour, that her ladyfhip would be pleaftd 
*^ toyi^ iVm d^wnfir apiippjJ* 
O 

NvM9, XC. Tbyrfi^^ OSioher 15, 1755. 
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-^^ — Ego n^ ftMdiain fine divite sftA% 
Nee rude quid profit videoy ingeoivm. 

HoR. 

Ah^ what can ApplicatUn do^ 

UnUfs wi havi a Gtmus too ? 
Or Gmus hew have cultivation^ 
TVitbout due pains and Application ? 

IF we confider that part of our acquaintance, 
whom we remember from their infancy, we 
(hall find, that the expefbtions we once enter-- 
tained of their future abilities are in man^ 

inftances 
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iftflances- dirappoiht^;: Tb^fe^t: ^o*wef«^a^ 
Counts heavy duHboys, 'have -by diligence atfd 
application made their way to the firft honours, 
and become eminent for their learning and know 
ledge of the world $ while others who were xife-' 
garded as bright lads, and imagined to pofleft 
parts equal to any fcheme of life, have turned out 
diflblute and ignorant; and quite unworthy the 
title of a Genius, except in the modem accepta- 
tion of the word, by which it fignifies a very filly 
young fellow, who from his extravagance and de- 
bauchery has obtained the name of a G^ius, 
like lucus a mn lucendo^ . becaufc be had no Genius 
at alh 

It is a fbocking drawback from a father's 
happinefs, when he fees his fon blefled with flrong 
natural parts and quick conception, to refie£l that 
thefe very talents may be his ruin. If vanity once 
gets into his head and gives it a wrong turn, the 
young coxcomb will negleft the means of im- 
provement, truft entirely to his native abilities, 
and be as ridiculoufly proud of his parts, as the 
brats of quality are taught to be of their family, 
lu the mean time thofe, whom nature threw far 
behind him, are by Application enabled to leave 
him at a diftance in their turn ; and he continued 
boafting of his Genius, 'till it fubfifts no longer^ 

but 



but dmvforHwant "'ofi etiltiiT^iidd^ j Thus- yaoitf 
and indoleactef prctveott his^iixiproYem^nt ; aiuiif he 
is to : rife in thei;worId by.hi9 merit, take awikf 
the meanS' of Aiccef%' and perhaps reduce him to 
vecy miierable diftrefled. I know one of thefe 
easly Geniufes, .wbo.fcarce fupports himfelf by 
writing for a bookfeller ; and another, who is at 
leUureto contemplate his extraordinary partB in 
the Fleet-prifon. 

If we look into the world, we fhall find diat 
the mere Genius will never raife himfelf to any 
degree of eminence without a clofe and unwearied 
application to his refpeftive bufinefs or profeffion/ 
The Inns of Court are full of thefe men of parts, 
who cannot bear the drudgeiy of turning ^ver 
dry Cafes and Reports ; but, though they appear 
ever fo eloquent in taverns and coffee-houles, not 
the neareft relation will truft them with a Brief: 
and many a (prightly phyfician has walked on foot 
al! his life, with no more knowledge of his pro- 
feffion than what lies in his periwig. For what- 
ever opinion they themfelves may have of their 
own parts, other perfons do not chufe to be ban- 
tered out of their .eftates, or joked out of. their 
lives : and even in trade, the plodding men cf the 
Alley, would foretdl the bankruptcy of any wit^' 
among them^: who (hoiild laugh at the l^ui^ of 

Accounts, 
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Account, OF der{:4fe die A^//W;f Melh6d of Book- 
keeping. Thuft^ wckfeO) thae parts abne afb iioe 
fufficient to Meommtnd us t<i^ the gbbd dpitiion 
of ther world ^ and if not rtmfed ^ild called 
forth by ftudy and application, they wbuld be- 
come torpid arid ufelefb : as the race-horfe, though 
not put to drag a dray oi^ carry a pack, muil 
yet be kept in ek^rcifs. But' 1 fllall enlarge no 
further on this fubjeft, as I would not anticipate the 
thoughts contained in the following elegant little 
Fable ; which is written by the fame ingenious 
hand, that obliged the piiblic tv^ith the Verfes on 
Imitation^ inferted in my fixty-feventh number, 

THE 

HAKE and the TORTOISE. 

GENIUS, bleft term of meaning wide ! 
(For fure no term fo mifapply'd) 
How many bear the facred name. 
That never felt a real flame! 
Proud of the fpecious appellation. 
Thus fools have crift^ned Inclination. 

But yet fuppofe a Genius true; 
Exempli gratia y me oi* you. 
Whatever he tries with due intention^ 
Rarely efcapes his apprehen&on; 

Surmounting 
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Surmounting ^tr'ry oppofitiQn» 
You'd fvrcar he learnt by intuition. 
Should he prefume alone on parts, 
r And ftudy therefore but by ftarts? 
Sure of fuccefs whene'er he tries. 
Should he forego the means to rife ? 

Suppofe your watch, a Graham make. 
Gold if you will for value iake, 
It*s Springs within in order due. 
No watch, when going, goes fo true : 
If ne'er wound up with proper care. 
What fervice is it in the wear? 

Some genial fpaiic of Phtiebus* tdj^ 
Perhaps within our boibm plays, 

how the purer rays afpirc. 
If Application fans the fire ! 
Widiout it Genius vainly tries, 
Howe'er fometimesit feems to rife : 
Nay, Application will prevail. 
When braggart parts and Genius feil. 
And now, to lay my proof before ye^ 

1 here prefent you widi a flory. 

In days of y<«, n^efl Time was young. 
When birds conttn'd as well as fung^ 

And 
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And ufe of ipMch wail 4M coafih*d 

'^ Merely ta brutes- of himian ^ind)^^ ^- "^ 
A forward Hare of iiftftnefii vain. 
The Genius of the neighboring phun. 
Would oft deride the drudging croud : 
For Geniufes are ever proud. 
His flight, he'd boaft, 'twere vain to follow. 
For horfe and dog, he'd beat them balbw. 
Nay, if he put forth all his ftrength, 
Outftript his brethren hdf a kngtb. 

A Tortoife heard his vain oration. 
And vented thus his indignation. 
*' O Pufs ! it bodes thee dire difgrace, 
*« When I defy thee to the race. 
*< Come, 'tis a match, — nay no denial, . 
*« I lay my fliell upon the trial." 

Twas done and done,— all fair — z, bet- 
Judges prepar*d, and diftance fet. 
The fcamp'ring Hare outftrip'd the wind. 
The creeping Tortoife lagg'd behind. 
And fcarce had pafs'd a fingle pole. 
When Pufs had almoft reach'd the goal. 
" Friend Tortoife, cries the jeering Hare, 
*< Your burthen's more than you can bear : 
" To help your fpeed, it were as well 
" That I fliould eafe you of your fliell. 

•* Jog 
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« Jog ^n, A,iHtii», jaftwf prkhec, 

« I'll take^^m^p^Md-tkea be widithee.'' * 

^ faid» fo dener-tad fiiiclf Are; 
For fay, what conqueft more fecitre? - 
Wheoe*er he wak*d, (that's all that's in it) 
He could o'ertake him in a minute. 

The Tortoife heard the taunting jeer. 
But &i}^ fddiy'A U> perfeuirei 
Still drawl'dalong,. as yifho (hould (ay - 
I win, like Fabius^ by delay: 
On to the goal fecurely Crept, 
While Pufs unknowing foundly flept. 

The bets are won, the Hare awake. 
When thus the viflor Tortoife fpake : 
** Pufs, though I own thy quicker parts, 
** Things are not always won by ftarts : 
*' You may deride my awkward pace, 
** But Jlow andjleady wins the race.'* 
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Omnif Caftpr etpit; fie fiet, ut pamU Vjuid^ .. 

Majlt. 
5«^i& Bargaim purchased by his dior^ 
Hen !%?< ^t Auffions fimwig^ . 
^ ISmfilfmuft turn aif jtitgimur u ■ p - 
A going, a going, a.going. 

To Mr. t W N. 

SIR, 

IAm married to a woman of the m^ft notable 
difpofition, who values herfelf upon going the 
neareft way to work in every thing, and laying 
out her money to more advantage than any body 
elfe. But her oeconomy is fo ftrangely expenfiye, 
and her favings attended with fuch ridiculous ex- 
travagance, that file has almoft undone me by 
her frugality. 

In the firft place, my wife is particularly proud 
of being an excellent Market-woman, She under* 
fiands this bufinefs fo well, it feems, that (he 
buys every thing better of it's fort, and at a 
cheaper rate, than any other perfon : for which 
reafon (he always undertakes it herfelf, and trudges 

.to 



to market with all the notable aiis and houfewtfely 
app^ahce of uti old l|>Mttcr:rVipfnfm^ Here, ihe 
fbc^rs tMF&lf, that Am iias theaii^^'^MX^^^sSpUvf 
every thing fo very low, that (he cannot refifi the 
Cen;ipta^i{>ii of buying fuch extaordihaiy fenfy-- 
tj^rihs ; and after fpending the whole morning at. 
twenty different (hops, and fear 0r five difierent 
markets, (he comes home with' provi£ons enough 
to fupport the 6cft duke's iamity in' die^kiftgdom . 
for a week. Though the natural confeqiieoce of 
this houiewifery is, that above half her marketings 
ftink and grow mufty, before we can u(e them; 
yet (he is highly delighted with her management, 
and entertains all the good ladies of her a9quaint- 
ance wi^h an account of her ceconomy, and the 
complaints of .the tradefmen, that there was no: 
dialing with her, that (he is too hard for them^ 
^d that they (hall be ruined by felling bmr fiuh 
bargains. 

I SHOULD tell you. Sir, that foon after we 
were married, my wife over-perfuaded me to take, 
an houfe in the country ; and (he aiTured me, that 
we {hould fave more than the rent of it, by the 
a4vantages of breeding our own poultry, and 
Teeding our own^ cattle, for the fupply of our table*. 
I accordingly hired a little box about twenty <niles> 
from town, with apiece of ground adjoining to it,. 

H 2 and 



1+8 The CONNOISSEUR. N\9i. 
and my wife took upon her the whote mahage- 
mcnt of the eftate ; for the ordering of virhich &e 
had colie&ed together (b many excellent rtries,' 
that (he was fure to fave CenU per Cent, in every 
article. The confequence of this was, that otir 
chickens, heing fed with rye inftead of barley and 
wheat, died of the pip ; our tiirkies were cramhied 
with bran and butter-milk, to favc the expence 
of com, and were moft of them carried off by 
a loofenefs ; our geefe were fattened with acorns 
inftead of oats, and were as poor as their 
plucked brethren in the fens of Lincoln/hire, Our 
hogs coil us nothing in a manner for their keeping, 
as they lived upon turnip-parings aud cabbage- 
ftalks, peafe and bean-flicUs, fcalded crab-apples, 
and bull's blood and liver; in confequence of 
which our bacon was rancid, and our pork meazly. 
Wc had two cows for the ufc of our dairy ; but 
the very firft winter, being fed for cheapnefs with 
nothing but cojlart-leaves and chopt ftraw, they 
gave no milk for half the year, and at laft died of 
the diftemper among the horned cattle. Even our 
poor mare, which ufed to run in the chaife, fared 
no better than a miller's horfe, as flie was kept 
chiefly upon bran, and very feldom indulged with 
the luxury of oats and beans j fo that the poor 
creature, after a journey fomewhat harder than 
ufual, dropt down dead between the (hafts. Wc 

had 
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had fc^rc^ better li^k in-, thie rnan^g^mciat .pf. o|i;" 
garden.; for though my wife. prided herfelfpn her 
notable ikill in thefe matters, pur fruit-trees could 
never be brought to bear; and when cucumber? 
were to be had for a penny a dozen, and peafe 
for a groat a peck, we had the pleafure of gather- 
ing them frelh from our own garden, after they 
had flood us in more than ten times their value in 
the raiilng. 

Among her other houfewifely accompUfli- 
ments, my wife was poiTeiled of the original re- 
ceipts of her grandmother for all forts of Made 
Wines, which nobody co^ld diftinguifli from 
thofe of a foreign growth. She therefore fet about 
making a large quantity of Port and Claret from 
elder-berries, and Mountain and Frontiniac from 
raiiins and brown fugar : but when thefe had been 
kept to a proper age, and were fit to be drank, 
we had this only confolation, that they were the 
befl Vinegar that could be ufed for our pickles. 
Our O£fober^ which (he contrived to brew with 
as much bran as malt, and.mugwort inflead of 
bops, grew dead in the cafks, before it had fufH- 
ciently letfmented \ and when we had bottled it 
cSr it burft above twenty dozen o£ the bottles, 
and the remainder was four,. My wife alfp bought 
a Stilly with it's whole apparatus, that fhe might 

H 3 make 



make Piague and HyficHt Wkter^R*'''ki^ B't^ 
life, and to give away among he^^f6o?'%d5g^- 
bours : but at one time the head of l*ie Stifl Adw 
off, and laid her under the furgeon^s hands* for 
three months ; and at another, it took flre,*^d 
had like to have' burnt the houfe ddwn. To ftfis 
account I fliould likewife fet down the dharge bf 
our apothecary's fliop, in preparing ointmeiib for 
ibalds, falves for burns, and other family medi- 
cines ; in all which I know to my coft, the old 
faying was inverted, and we lo^ eleven-pence out 
of a {billing. 

You muft know. Sir, diat (befides her do- 
mcftic ceconomy) my provident dear is a moft 
paiSonate admirer of a Pennyworth in any fhape ; 
and is one of thofe prudent good ladies, who will 
purchafe any thing, of which they have no need, 
merely bccaufe they can have it a Bargain, It 
Tirould be doing much fervice to many other poor 
gentlemen as well as to me, if you could convince 
thefc thrifty females, that to purchafe ufelefs com- 
modities at any price, can never be good houfe- 
wifery, and that however nearly they may drite 
their bargtiins, there is juft fo much money flung 
away, as the purchafe coAs. We have as much 
linnen by us is would fet up a piece-bfdker^ which 
*nv iHR hai purdiafed under prime coft of the 
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,-l^ftdk.ftdli^r9^ thatxdt^ to our d6dr ; and I am 
. fyre we have caft-oiBF ctoaths fufficierit to fbrnifli 
. « fsit'tkopf which ^e has bought of ladieis mai^s 
for a mere trifle. She is a frequent cuftotner to- 
pretended fmugglers^i that flily whifper in your 
ear, and offer .you ri^t India handkerchiefs made 
at Spitgl'fieUs. But above all, (he conftantly at- 
tends the feveral AuSions of the Stock in Trade 
of eminent Tradefmen, that were never heard of, 
^nd the Houfhold Furniture, Plate, China, &c. 
of Baronets and Squires, that never exifted but 
in the brain of thie Auflioneer. Here fhe meets 
with fuch excellent Permywdrths^ that,^ as my 
pantry is ftored with more provifions than we 
can difpertft ^ith^ every rooHi in my houfe is 
crammed up with ufelefs beds, tables, chefts of 
drawers, curioilties, peruke-pated beaux, and fine 
.ladies (beauties of their times) that are good for 
nothing but to hide the bare walls of a garret. 
In fhort. Sir, unlefs yo\\ can prevail with her to. 
forego the wonderful advantages of making fiich 
exquifite purchafes, a^ ((he fays) all the world 
would jump at, I (hall very foon be quite a beg- 
gar : .for if lihc goes, on at this rate buying things 
.^(fff. notli^g^ as ibe calls it> I (hall (hortly have 
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As thefe. .valuable purcti^iefv^r^ sNi^.AMJhwtyt 
ing upon my hands, and as my houfe is become a 
repofitory for the refufe of Sales and Ao/Qaoosj the 
only method I can think of at preient to get rid 
of them, is to make an Auction my(elf« For this 
purpofe I have drawn out a catalogue ; and have 
fent you the following fpecimen, that by it you 
may judge of the reft of my curiofities. 

CATALOGUE 

Of the choice and valaable 

E F F E C T S of Mr. * • • ♦, 

Leaving off Housekeeping. 
To be SOLD by AUCTION. 

la the Firft Dafs Sale (among other Particulars 
equally curious) ivill be included 

A Whole-Sheet Print of King Cbarlis on 
Horfeback, by Mr. Henry Overton^ finely 
coloured. 

Mary Queen of Scots^ by the fame Mafter, done 
after the Life, and painted upon glafsj the right 
Eye cracked^ and the Nofe a litdc fcratched. • 

A Capital Pidture of Adam and Eve in Crofs-ftitch. 



^QitRaJmcrndsBovifdry in Nun's Work; by thie 



ATively Reprefentation oTCBevy Chafe^ in Lignum 
Vitjae, Rofe-Wood, and Mother of Pearl, "cu- 
rioufly inlaid. 

Several lefler Pieces of Birds, Beafts, Fruits, and 
FJowers, copied/rom Nature in coloured Silks, 
ftained Feathers, and painted Straw. 

.^r/rVsCave, in Shell -Work; compofed of above 
a thoufand beautiful Shells, with a Cafcade of 
Looking-Glafs playing in the middle. 

A moft curious Tea-table of rare old Japan \ 
with the edges broke ofF, and one of the legs 
fianding. 

A moft rare and ineftimable Collcftion of right 
Old China; confifting of Half a Punch-Bk^l, 

. Three Parts of a Difli, half a dozen Plates 
joined together with wires drilled through 
. their middles, a.Sugar-di(li with a piece broke 
off the fide, > Tea-pot without a fpout, 
ai^pther without an haadle9 and five p^d Cvps 
and Saucers, the cracks neatly joined with 

whitest. "■'■'■ '•^■'■- • •^^•'^^- "•■•'• 
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Some large and ekgant Jars and Vafes in P^W 
macheh 

Several Figures of Dogs, Monkeys, Cats, Parrots^ 
Mandarins, and Bramins, of the Q}^/ia ,psA 
Bow Manufa&or/, 

T0 tubich tvill he added, 
A fmall, but well-chofen 

COLLECT 10 N; 

OF 

MODERN BOOKS; 

CONSISTING OF. 

nOPFs Woito, and all our beft Authors — 
- publiftied in Ink-Stands, Tea-CbefEs^ .and 

Quadrille-Boxes for Fiflies^and Countels. 

Mifs in her Teens— The Fod in Fafiiionr^AIt 
for Love — ^The Way to win him— ^e would 
if {he could*— Much Ado about Nothings- 
bound together^ for the Ufe of Ihe Fair Sex> 
in a complete Set of Dreffing-Bdaoes^ 

A new Form of Self-£xatninatt6n-^n )a Snuffs 
Box with a Looking-Glafi in th&Lid of it; 

The 



The Spiritual Comfort, or Companion for the 
Clofet— in a fmall Pocket Volume, containing 
a Bottle. of Cordial Water* 

The Pofthniftous Work* of thelate Ldrd VHcount 
Balingbroke ■ 'In a Clofe-Stool. 

I am. Sir, your humble fervant, &c» 
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Numb. XCIL Thwfiaf^ (Mfober 30, 1755. 

O nata mecum Confote Manlfo^ 
Seu tu querelas, five geris jocos, 
Seu rixam, et infanos amores, 
Seu facilefh, ph ttM, Ibmnum ; 
Defi:cndc#--— — Hoiii 

Brifi imnefomJe hearts inj^ires with ghdneft^ 
And makei fime dro9p in fiber fiidne/s ; 
Makes poUticims fQund to battle^ 
And lovers of their mfirefs prattle ^ 
fPliU mtk , " pptfitiom pHde dee^* . , 
It UJh the J^km\fU to^jP^e^ 

DRlNEtKfO IS one of tliole' popular vfcc», 
wbidl nK^ft .peeide reckon anibng their 
venial faiKp^rj and. it.,U\thought no. great'^blot 
ptk a nun's charafii^r, to (ay he takes his glafs 
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rather too freelyi ^But as.thpfi? vjccs.ar^impft 
dangerous and likely to pcevaU^ ^hich, ii.ppt 
approved, are at leaft coQimonly excured,,;! 
have been tempted to examine, whether Drilt^C*- 
ing really deferves that quarter it receiy^s from 
the generality of mankind : and I muft o^n, 
that after a &ti&. attention to the principal mo- 
tives, that induce men to become Hard-Drinkers, 
as well as to the confequences, which fuch ex- 
ceQes produce, I am at a lois to account for 
Ae received maxim, that *• in good wine there 
♦* is truth ;" and fhbuld no more expeft happi- 
nefs in a full bowl, than chaftity in the bar of a 
tavern. 

« • 

The incentives to this praAice are fome of 
them very (hocking, .and fome very ridiculous; 
as will perhaps appear from the following 
charaflers. 

, Poor Heartly was bleft with every noble 
qualification of. the head and heart, and bade 
fair for the love and admiration of the whole 
world ( but was unfortunately bound in a very 
large fum for a friend, who difappearcd, andJeft 
him to the mercy of the law. The diftrefleff^ 
thus bipught upon him by the treachery of 
another, threw him into the deepeft defpair; 

and 
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and he had at hft recourfe to Drinking, fo be- 
numb (if -poffiHe) the very fenfe of reflection. 
He is miferable, when fober ; and when drunk, 
ftupified and muddied : his misfortunes have 
robbed him of all the joys of Kfe:; and he is 
now endeavouring wilfully to put an end to them 
by a flow poifon. 

• 

Tom Buck, from the firft day that he was 
put into breeches, was always accounted a boy of 
ipirit; and before he reached the top of f^e/l- 
mlnjier fchool, knew the names and faces of the 
mofl: noted girls upon town, toflTed off his Claret 
with a fmack, and had a long tick at the tavern. 
When he went to Oxford^ he efpoufed the T'ory 
party, becaufe they drank deepeft; and he haa 
iox, fon^e.. years been accounted a four- bottle 
mai)^ (ie drank for fame -, and has fo well 
eftabliOied his charadler, that he was never 
known to fend a man from his chambers fober, 
but generally laid his whole company under the 
table. . Since his leaving the Univerfity, no- 
body ever acquired more reputation by Elec- 
tioneering; for he czn/ee out the ftouteft free- 
hcJder in England. He has, indeed, fwallowed 
many a. tun ia the iervice of his country ; and is 
now a.fouoder patriot by t\¥0 bottles^ than any 
man ID the €ounty» 

Poor 
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Poor Wou'D-Bi^^bccaine a debauchee throogjh 
mere ba(bfulnefs, arid a foolifh fort of modefty, 
that lias made maiiy a man drunk in (]pite of 
bis teeth. He contraded an acquaintance with 
a fet of Hard'^Drinkers ; and though he would a^ 
foon chufe to fwallow a dofe of phyfic, has not 
courage to refufe his bumper. He is drunk every 
night, and always fick to death the next mornbg, 
when he conftantly refolves to drink nothing 
ftronger than fmall beer for the future ; but at 
jiigjit the poor fellow gets drunk again through 
downright modcfly. Thus Wou*d-be fufiers 
himfelf to be preffled into the fervice ; and fince 
he has commenced a jolly fellow, is become 
one of the moft miferable wretches upon earth. 

Honest Ned Brimmer is at prefent the moft 
iifmal obje£^, that ever fell a facrifice to liquor* 
It was unluckily his firfl: ambition to promote what 
19 called Good Fellowfliip. In this undertaking 
he has in a very few years entirely ruined his 
conftitution ; and now ftalks i:p and down in (b 
piteous a condition, as might infpire his compa- 
nions with more melancholy refleftions than an 
empty bottle. He has quite loft<aIl appetite ; and 
he is now obliged to keep up a weak artificial heat 
in his body, by the fame means that defbroyecl 
the natural warmth of his coiiftitutioxr. Rum» 
••• - Brandy^ 
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Brandy, and Ufquebaugh are his dyet-drinks : 
and -he may perhaps linger a few months, before 
he falls a martyr to Good Fellowibip. 

Having thus taken a {hort view of the un« 
happy motives^ that induce men to become 
Hard-Drinkers, few perhaps will think fuch 
reafons any recommendation to Drunkenneis. 
Nor can I imagine they will grow more fond 
of it, by obfcrving what ftrange creatures they 
are during their intoxication. Sbakefpeare calls it 
♦* putting a Devil into dicir mouths, to fteal 
^< away their brains :" and,' indeed, a cup too 
much turns a man the wrong fide out ; and wine^ 
at the fame time it takes away the power of ftand'- 
ing from the legs, dcprires the mind of alt fenfe 
, and r^fle^on. It is whin^tcal enough to con-» 
i|dcr the- different cfFe3s, which wine prpdMces 
pn different tempers. Sometimes, like love, it 
piakes a fool fenfible, and a wife man an afs ; and 
i^tns to imbibe a new quality from every di6Ferent 
body, as wa^er takes a tincture from the ground 
k runs through. 

. Hqracb has with great pleafantry recapitu-* 
)ated the various effe£b of wine in a flanza> 
,^h|ch I haye^ placed at the head of this paper* 
One man grows maudlin and ^ weeps;, another 

becomes 



becomes merry, and faceUoi|9^; ,,^.tbirc[^cjp|frds, 
throws ^ bottle a^ his comj;>^pion's .}j^a4ft..9xri. 
could run his deareft friend, through the^bodji:^, 
a fourth is mad for a girl, and falls in lovq with 
a ftreet- walker ; while to a fifth, the liquor fervq 
as an opiate, and lulls him. to deep. Shake/^eari. 
has alfo fhewn this variety, of characters wijlt 
great humour. CaJJio cries, ^^ ]et*s to bufineiSs'' 
and immediately begins to hiccup his prayers^ 
and belches out his hopes of falvation : Juftioe 
SiUnce^ who does not fpeak a word while he is 
fober, has no fooner fwallowed the rouzing xup» 
than he roars out a catch, and grows the noifieft 
man in the company. It is reported to have 
been one of the mod exquifite entertainments 
to the Choice Spirits in the beginning of this 
century, to get Addifin and Buele together in 
company for the evening. Steele entertained 
them, 'till he was tipfy ; when the fame wine^ 
that (lupified him, only ferved to elevate Addifin^ 
who took, up the ball juft as Steele dropped itf 
and kept it up for the reft of the evening. 
They, who have never been prefent at a fcene 
of this kind, may fee the whole groupe of 
drunken characters, difplayed at one view with 
infinite humour^ in Hogarth'i Modern JHubtigit 
Converfatm* , . 

Thus 
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Thus excefs Cf Drinking verifies all the 
tnmsfonnaiions, recorded in the fable <i{Ctrce*s 
cup : and perhaps the true reafon, why Balcchus 
is ^ways painted with horns, is to intimate, (hat 
wine turns men into beafis. Indeed, if none 
were to indulge themfelves in Drinking, except 
thofe, who (like Steck and Addifon) could be 
witty and' agreeable in their cups, the number of 
Hard-Drinkers would be very happily diminifhed. 
Moft men have fo little right to plead an excufe 
of this fort in vindication of their Drunkennefs, 
that wine either makes them very rude, very 
fiupid, or very mad. It is a vulgar error to 
fuppofe, that liquor only (hews ill qualities, iinde 
it alio frequently 'creates them; and engenders 
notions in the mind quite foreign to it's natu- 
ral difpofition, which are the mere efFe£b of 
wine, and break out like blotches and carbuncles 
otk the face. The difguftful appearance, which 
mtA pieople make when .they are drunk, was 
what induced the Spartans to intoxicate their 
flaves, and (hew them to their children, in order to 
deter them from fo odious a vice. In like manner 
let the Choice Spirit, who is often feen fnoring in 
an irmfed-chair in a tavern, or hanging his head 
ovc9r Che pot,' xdttGt what a Ihoeking figure be 
mufl: have made, when he fees the dninkeii beg- 
gar fleeping on a bulk, or rolling in the kennel ! 

Whoever 
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Whobver thus confiders the motlv^s^ tb^^- 
nerally induce men to give into thefe excels, and 
how ridiculous and unhappy they are often ren- 
dered by the efFe£b, will hardly be tempted by 
the charms of a bottle : And, indeed, Hard- 
Drinking is frequently one, among the manyevits, 
that arife from want of 'education. The dull 
country fquire, who has no tafte for literaty 
amufements, has nothing, except his dogs and 
horfes, but his bumper to divert Mm ; and the 
town fquire fits foaklng for the fame reafons Iri a 
tavern. Thefe are the common herd of B^* 
cbus*s fwine: but nothing b more fhocking than 
to fee a man of fenfe thus deflrbying his parts 
and confticution. It not only makes a terrible in- 
novation in his iitHliole frame and intellefb, but 
alfo robs him of the fociety of thofe like himfelf, 
with whom he (hould allbciate, and reduces him 
to the level of a fet of wretches ; fince all may 
be admitted to his cotnpany and conv^fatidn^ whb 
are able to tois off a bumper. 

These confiderations are fufficient to convince 
us of the evils, which refult from Hard-Drink- 
ing : but it will (hock us ftill more, if we refloi^, 
how much it wtU influence our life and condu45i. 
Whoever is engaged in a profeffibn, w|ll xiever 
apply to k widi ibcceis^ wbUc he flicks fo'clofe 

to 



to his bottle ; and the tradefrirari, ^ho'^rttt^^vours 
to make bufmefs ^nd pkafure tdhipatible, wiU 
never be able to make both en^s meet. ' Thus, 
whether health, fannie, or intereft is regarded, 
Driinlcennefs Oiould be avoided : and we may fay 
with Cqffio, ^^ Every inordinate dip rs unblcft, 
** and the ingredient is a Devil.** 

O 

Numb. XCIII. Thurfdayy November 6^ 1755* 



Heu, Fortuna, quis efl crudelior in nos 



Te Deus! ut Temper gaudes illudere rebus 
Humanis ! '• — - ■ Ho&» 

Why Fortune^ ferve us fuch a efuel prank j 
' To turn thy wheels and givf us Blanks Blanks Blank ! 

I Cannot but admire the ingefiious device 
prefixed to the advertifemfents of Hazard's 
Lottery-Office, in which Fortune is reprefejtited 
hovering over the heads of a great number of 
people, and fcattering down all kinds of prizes 
among Acm. What A/fr. Hazardh^ here deli- 
neated, every adventurer in the late Lottery Ka^d 
piftured to himfelf : the Ten Thoulahd con- 
ihuitly floated before his eyes, aind ^h perfon 

had 
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had already pofleflbd it in imagination, jfiiitr 
alas! all our expectations are now at an,eI)4^ 
the golden dream is at length vanished 3 aji^ 
thofe, whofe heads were kept giddy all the wbi^ 
that the wheel of Fortune was turning rounds 
have now leifure foberly to refle<St on their difap- 
pointment. How many unhappy tradefmen ipuft 
now trudge on foot all their lives, who defigned' 
to loll in their chariots ! How many poor 
maidens, of good family but no fortune, muft 
languifli all their days without the comforts of an 
hufband and a coach and fix! Every lofer 
thinks himfelf ill ufed by Fortune : and even 
Mrs. Betiyj the pofleflbr of a fingle Sixteenth, 
flies to the Office, pays her penny, and receives 
the tidings of her ill luck with furprize; goes 
to another Office, pays her penny, hears the. 
fame difagreeable information, and can hardly,^ 
very hardly perfuade herfelf, that Fortune fhould* 
have doomed her, fiill to wafh the diihes, and 
fcrub down the flairs. 

Thus the views of every adventurer ane di- 
reded to the (ame point, though their motives for 
engaging in the Lottery may be different. One 
man puts in, becaufe he is willmg to be in For- 
tune's way i another, becaufe he had good luck 
in the laft } aod another, becaufe be never got 

any 
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any thfiig brfore : ihts indulges in the profpeft of 
making' a fortune? ; and that comforts himfelf 
with the pleafing hopes of retrieving his defpe- 
rate circumftances. • Every one, however, thinks 
himfelf as fure of the Ten Thoufand, as if he 
had it in his pocket ; and his only concern 
13, how to difpofe of it. We may, therefore, 
condder every adventurer, as having been in ac- 
tual pofleffion of this treafure ; and out of fifty 
thoufand people, who have been bleft within 
this fortune with fuch ideal good fortune, I 
(hall k\c& the following inftances, which fell 
within my own notice. 

. Joseph Wilkins of Thames-Street^ ItTfquire, 
Common-Council-Man and Gheefemonger, got 
the 1 0,000 1. He could not bear the foggy 
air and dingy fituation of the city : he, there- 
fore refolved to take a houfe at the St. Jamesh 
end of the town, and to fit up a fnug Box 
at Hamyieai in the Chinefe tafte, for his re- 
tirement on Sundays. A Chariot was abfolutely 
neceflary, to carry bim to and from ^Change ^^i^vf 
morning : but he intended to have it made ac- 
cording to the RHxlem fa(hion, that it might 
pccafionally be converted into a Poft-Chaife, to 
wheel him on a Saturday night to his countfy- 
ffat^' and b^ck again on the Monday morning. 

He 
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H^ dcfigncd tp be cligfe AWprman;Xhc,^:(irft.var 
csmcy i after that .to be m;^ Sheriff, receive .t)ie { 
honour of Kiwgbthood^ .^n4 pecbaps. get intp^ 
Parliaoient: and wbenev/ei: h.e pafTed hy. the 
Manfion-Houfe, he could not but look upon it. 
with pleafure, as the future refidence of his Lord-' 
(hip* Nothing was now wanting but a careful 
plodding partner, wjtxo fhould take upon himfelf 
the whole drudgery of the ftop; fo thajt the 
Squire might have no further trouble, than to re^ : 
ceive his dividend of the 'profits* But while he 
was confidering on whom this injipor^nt favour 
(hould be conferred,, his ticket was drawn ■ 

« 

IBIdttik > and Squire JVilktns is contented with 
his greafy employment of cutting out penny- 
worths of Chejtirt -Cheefe. 

Jonathan Wildgoose of Cbeapjidej Silk-*-. 
Mercer, had too much tafte to be confined tq . 
dirty bufinefs, which he negleded for the more 
agreeable perfuits of pleafure. Having therefore 
met with great lofies in trade, he was obliged to 
embark the remains of his Ibattered fortune in the 
Lottery, aiKl by purchafing a number of. tickets 
fecured to himfelf die r 0,000 1. He had deter- 
mined to keep his fuccefs fecret, bilk his creditors 
by becoming bankrupt, turn the whole into an 
annuity for his life> and live abroad like a gen- 

tlcQian 
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tle&ikn lipon the incotne. But uinludkfl^ %i}s ere- 
d'Mr9 ciifihe tipdn him to6 quiekty ; knA More he 
could koow, that he had wot got the Ten Thou- 
fand, hurried him to jaif, where he now lies, la- 
menting that the A^ of Infohmcy had not been 
poftponed 'till after the Lottery. 

John Jones ^LudloWy in the County ofSalop^ 
Eiquire, Dealer and Chapman, ..got the 1 0,000 L 
This gentl^an was forewarned of his fuccefi by 
feveral indifputable tokens. His lady had dreamed 
of a particular tmmber four nights together : and 
while the bells were ringing on his being chofe 
Bailiff of the Corporation, they fpoke in as plain 
words, as eve» ff^Hingtm heard, ** Mr. Jvhn 

« Jmeswillgi^TmTheufifa'Piwtd^ Mr. John 

** Jones will get jHw Thoufand Pounds* He and 
his'tedy^ therefore, CBini^iifto London % and not 
b^ing able to meet with the particular Number at 
HdTofd^^ or ff^oi^y or any odier Office always 
rdmailEjEible for felling the Ten Thoufands, they 
adVertkBeA it fai the papers^ and got the Great 
Prite^ titily paying ft giunel^ more for their ticket 
than the market-price. As Mrs. Jones knew a 
good deal of the world, having lived for fome 
yean in quality of an upper-ftrvant in a great 
heufesV-fhe was determined, that Mr. Jones 
fliould take the opportunity, now they were in 
. :./ town. 
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town, of .ieamiog how to behave himiel^ v^i^he 
fbould doy when he cam:, to-itofi^rtuiit* $hfii 
therefore^ introduced4iiBa :tp the heft co^»{iibiyjn . 
all the houfe- keepers and fte wards, rooms .4n,tbQ 
beft families, where fhe was acquaijiled ; and as 
Mr. Jones was fo deficient in politenefs, as. not 
even to know how to make a bow in coming into 
a room, he had private kflbns from Mr. Aaron 
HarU who undertakes to teach GrowA Gentlemen 
to dance. Mrs. Jones herielf was very bufy in 
confulting with the milliner and mantua-maker 
about the newefl fa(hions, when the long looked* 
for Ten Thoufaiid came up ; and direfily after 
the Hey-Ge-Ho carried them down again to Solop^ 
with this only confolation, (hat their ticket waa 
within one of the fortunate Nuipber. 

Sir Humphry Oldcastle, having greatly 
dipped his eftate by being chofen into Parliament 
on the Tory intcreft, mortgaged all he had left, to 
put himfelf in the way of the 1 0,000 1. for the 
good of his country. This feafona\»l^ lecr-uit 
fixed him a {launch Patriot : and he declared, he 
would fland another eleAion againft ^l.oppofi- 
tion. But, however it happened, the finishing 
of the Lottery has induced him to change his fen- 
timcnts } and Sir Humphry in lieu of the 1 0,000 L 
has accepted a Place. 

Jemmv 



J«MMY ISivMt; tfi Atf^ntefs -€ktkj was 
carried iiftothe LMttry ^ pure di&itereAed love. 
He had concemd s vMent p«fion for his rasfler^ 
daughter ; -but the prudent old gentlemm oould 
not be prevftikd eti to give her away to an hand- 
fome young fellow without a penny. This en- 
raged him fo much, that he immediately fold the 
reverfion of a fmall eftate after the death of his 
grandmother, and by lajring out the puichafe- 
money, as far as it would go, in Shares and 
Chances, got the ie,oooi. He was for fome 
time in doubt, whether he (hould beftow his 
good fortune on the young lady, or employ it 
more &{hionably in keeping a girl. However, 
his hopes foon funk to one of the 5000]. prizes, 
which he generoufly determined to fettle upoa 
her, together with his perfon. But in this too he 
was unhappily difappointed ; and at laft, like a 
true lover, contented himfelf with the thoughts 
of maintaining her veiy prettily (even though the 
father fbould give her nothing) on the income 
of one or other of the inferior prizes, which 
he was fure would fall to his lot. Fortune 
alas I is no lefs blind a Deity than love : they 
both confpired to difappoint him ;• tod the unfuc- 
cefsful gallant, having received a pofitive refufal 
from his miflrefs, out of mere fpite diredly mar- 
ried the maid. 

Vol. Ill, I Captain 
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CapY AiN Mac Mulun, adecayedGameflier, 

made ibift to piirchafe the Cha nce of %Sixteenikj 

iirluch (notwkhftatiding Aie great Odds agaihft 

hint) rvras fuve to come up io»oool. The firft 

-firing to be done was iOrpurchafe a gentoel fiiit of 

-deaths with his part of 'the pris^, hire -an 'Oqui- 

pagO) pafs him&if off for a man of quality, and . 

fiiap up a rich dowager or hieirefs : aAer which it 

was very eafy for him to diit>e all t}ie tarn game- 

ffters at Atthur\ out of tfacir *eftates, and . to taioc 

in all ihe'Knowing^Ones on the Tarf -ziL Niw* 

marktU He accordingly bcfpoke his liv^rica, fettled 

the 6£bionof his ^banot,-and>had already [pitched 

• upon the lady whore:good luck it ihould be to fall 

. in lote Hvith him : but To uncertain is the Aate4)f 

a gameftcr, that fincte the drawing of the^ldttery 

he has advertii^ for charitable contributions to a 

•Diftreflfed^Gentfettian, who knows the world, ahd 

has had die honour to be intimate with moft 6f.tiie 

Nobility and Gentry in the kingdom. 

I NEED not point out any partiouhtr inOaners 
among the other fex, with reipe6t to tliefr^dirpt>&l 
of the Ten Thoufand ; which e«wy hidy had .fe- 
curtfd by chufiog the Ticket herfeif, taking parti- 
cular care, that the number Jhoikld be an odd one, 
Themarri^ ladies have Sufficient calls for tev^n 
double this fum, to fupply them with the necefia- 
'htb^ and to stnfwer the expences of fre- 
quenting 
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quenting public diverfions; and as to the unmar- 
ried ladies, they very well know the truth of -that 
maxnn in'thc ballad, that "in tcirtlhou&nd pounds 
** ten thoufand charms are centered.** Some 
ancient maiden ladies, who could never be brought 
to think of an hu(band, or to give into the vanities 
of the world, were reiblved to live retired upon 
their Prize in the country, and leave proofs of 
their good difpofitions behind them, by fwelling 
out their Wills with a long lift of Items to 'this 
or that Chsrityor Ho4>ital. 

B£FORE I conclude, I cannot but take notice 
of the great genemfity of my own PasLisHER 
upon getting the 10,000 L As his fucce6 was ow- 
ing to his laying out in the Lottery all the profits, 
which bad already rifen from the publication of 
this Paper, he had determined to circulate my fu* 
ture numbers gratis; and had even defigned to 
keep open houfe for the reception of poor authors. 
Unhappily for the public, as well as my brother- 
writers. Fortune has fhiftrated bis diiinterefted 
fcheme : Even I myfelf am admitted to eat his 
mutton but once a week ; and (inftead of giving 
away my papers) he has advertifed, that the Twelves 
edition of the Conkoisseuil will be publifhed on 
Tuefiay the 25th of this inftant November^ in Two 
Pockit Vobnut^ Price Six Shillings immd. 

T 
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/ too from martial feats mof claim renown^ 
The Ctnfor and Dictator of the Town* 



^ A S I was going through Smhhfkld the other 
JrX- day, I obferved an old fellow with a 
wooden leg, dreft in a Tailor's habit, who cour- 
leoufly invited the pafler-by to peep into his 
raree-fliow, for the fmall price of an halfpennjr. 
His exhibitions, I found, were very well fuited 
to the times, and quite in charafter for himfelf : 
for among other particulars, with which he amu- 
fed the little audience of children that furrounded 
his box, I was mightily pleafed to hear the fol- 
lowing ; " — There you fee the Britijh fleet 
** perfuing the French (hips, which are running 
<* away — There you fee Major-General yohn- 
fon beating the French foldiers in America^ and 
taking Count Diejkeau prifoner — There you 
•' fee the Grand Monarque upon his knees before 
*' King G^^r^^, begging his life." As the thoughts 
of the public are now wholly turned upon war, 
it is no wonder, that every method is taken to 

infpire 
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infpire us with a love of our country, and an 
abhorrence of the Frmcb King: and not only 
the old feaman with his raree-ib^w^ but the 
public theatres have likewiie had a view to the 
fame point. At Drury-Lane we have already 
been entertained ivith xht Humours of the Navy \ 
and I am afilired, that at Covent-Gai^den Mr. 
Barry will (hortly make an entire conqueft of 
France^ in the pcrfon of that renowned hero 
Henry the fifth. And as the Englijh are natu- 
rally fond of bloody exhibitions on the ftage, I 
am told that a new Pantomime, entitled the Ohio^ 
is preparing at this laft houfe, more terrible 
than any of it's Hells^ Dewh^ znA fiery Dragom ; 
in which will be introduced the Indian Manner of 
Fightingy to conclude with a reprefentation.of the 
Grand Scalping Dance with all it's Horrors. 

. While this warlike difpofitiOn prevails in 
the nation, I am under fome apprehenlions, 
left the attention of the public fhould be called 
off from the weighty concerns of thefe papers. 
I already perceive that the common news-papers 
are more eagerly fnatched up in the public 
ooffce-houfes than my efiays; and the Gazette 
is much oftener called for than the ConmiJJeur. 
For thefe reafons I find it neceflary to lay 
open my own importance before the public, to 

I 3 ihew 
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fhev that I myielf am aAing (as it wen) ia^9- 
inilitar/cipaci^, and that Centot Geneial Town 
has done hit country no lefs iervice aB a valiaiit 
and fkilful commander at home, tfaaa Major- 
General yohnfin in America. Authors may; very 
properly be faid- to be engaged in a date of litenuy 
war&re, many of whom an taken into pay by 
tliofe great and mighty potentates, the Inxddel- 
Icrs ;. and it will be allowed, that they undergo 
nale6 hasdfiiips in die fervice, than the comraoa 
fbldiers who are contented to be {hot at for a'groat 
X day. 

It has been my province to repel the daily 
inroads and encroachments made by vice and 
folly, and to guard the natioa from an invafioB 
of foreign fopperies and French &£hions« The 
Town has been principally the fcene of a£lion ; 
where I have found enemies to encounter with, 
no le& formidable than the Tquattotpiows or the 
ChkkchimuckJns of Narth'America, But as the 
curiofity of the public is fo much engaged in 
attending to the enterprizes of Old Hendrlck the 
Sachem, and the incurfions of Indians who have 
takei> up the hatchet againft our Colonies, I am 
afraid that my exploits againft the Savages, which 
infeft this metropolis, will be wholly over-looked. 
I have, therefore, refolved to give my readers 

frefh 
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frefli advjcqs from time to time of what'paffes 
here, drawn up in tile fame warlike flile aod 
manner as thofe very alarming articles of news, 
which are aommoniy to be met with in our pul>* 
lie papers* 

Th*ji.sday, November. 13^ ifSS* ' 

We hear from Jf^titt\ that the forces under 
Major-General Hcyk^ which ufed to encamp at 
that place, are removed from thence, and have 
fixed their winter quarters at Arthur^s. The fame 
letters fay, that an obfUnate engagement was^ 
fought there a few nigh^ ago, in which one partjr 
gained a great booty, and the other fufFered a 
confideraUe lofs. We are aHb informed, that an 
epidemical diftemper rages among diem, and that 
feveral of the chiefs have been carried off by a 
iiidden death. 

They write from Covent-Gavdin^ that hfli 
week a body of Irregulars fallied out at mid- 
night, flormed feveral forts in that neighbour- 
hood, and committed great outrages ; but being; 
attacked by a detachment from the allied army 
of watchmen, coiiftables, andjiifticcs, theyWerci 
put to flight, and feveral of them taken pcifonersv 
The plague fliil rages there with great violence, 
as well as hi the neighbouring territories of Drury. 

I 4 W« 
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We hear from the Cime place, that tiie 
Company commanded by Brigadier Ji/^iias 
been reinforced with feveral new-raifed recruits, 
to fupply the place t)f fome deferters, who had 
gone over to the enemy : but his chief dcpend- 
ance is on the light-armed troops, which are 
very a£live, and are diftinguifhed, like the High- 
landers^ by their party-coloured drefs. The 
enemy, on the other hand, have taken feveral 
Swifi * and Germam into pay ; though they arc 
under terrible apprehenfions of their being fct 
uppn by the Critics. Thefe are a rude, 
Ignorant, favage people, who are always at 
war with the nation of Authors. Their 
conftant manner of fighting is to begin the 
onfet with ftrange hiflings and noifes, accom* 
panied with an horrid inftrument, named the 
Cat- call 'y which, like the War -hoop of the /«- 
diansy has ftruck a panic into the hearts of the 
Ifouteft heroes. 

We have advice from the Butcher -Row^ Tent" 
pie-Bar^ that on Monday night laft the Infi- 
dels held a grand council of war at their head 
quarters in the Robin Hood^ at which their good 
friend and ally, the Mufti of Clare-AIarket^ 

* Alluding to the Dancers^ employed in the Enteitsinment 

of the Cbinefe Fejiival, at Drury-Lane Theatre, 

aiSfted 



affiftea in perlon., After many debates, they 
refolved to declare war againft the Ujrtftians^ 
and never to make peace, ^till they had pulled 
down all the Churches in Chrijlmdom^ and efta* 
blifhed the Alcoran of BoUngbroke in lieu of 
the Bible. 

All our advices from the city of London 
agree in their accounts of the great havock and 
flaughter made there on the Feftival, commonly 
called My Lord Mayor's Day, All the Com- 
panies in their black uniform, and the trained 
band in their regimentals, made a general forage. 
They carried off vaft quantities of chickens, 
geefe, ducks, and all kinds of provifions. Major 
Guzzledoum of the Ward of Bajftjhaw 'diftin- 
guifhed himfelf greatly, having with his fword 
in hand gallantly attacked the outworks, fcaled 
the walls, mounted the ramparts, and forced 
through the covert-way of a larjge fortified Cuf- 
tard, which feemed impregnable. 

The Inhabitants of ^ufftx have lately been 
alarmed with the apprehenfions of an Invaficn ; 
• as the French have been very bufy in fitting out 
feveral fmall veffels laden with ftores of wine and 
brandy, with which it is thought they will at- 
tempt to make a defcent fomewbere on our 

I 5 coaft*,. 
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coalb. The indepcndant Com pan ies o£ Smg' 
gUr$ in the fervice of Frmut are to hi fnA ot( 
this expedition : but if the fleet of Cuftom-boufe 
fmacks, &c. do not iotocept them at lea, wc are 
preparing to receive them as foon as they ant 
landed. 

From divers parts of the country we have 
advice, that the roads are every where crowded 
with Ladies, who (notwithftandif^ the fever|tj 
of the weather) are hurrying up to Lambn^^to* 
be prefent at the meeting of the Femalt ParSamaii. 
At this critical jundure, the fate of the natjoQ 
depends entirely on the deliberations of this wife 
aflembly : and as there are known to be many dif- 
interefted patriots in the Houfe, it is not to be 
doubted, but that proper meafurcs will be taken 
by them for the good of their country. Many 
falutary laws are already talked of, which we 
could wi(h tQ fee put in execution ; fuch as — 
A Bill for prohibiting the importation of Frwdk 
Milliners, Hair-cutters, and Mantua^^makers — - 
A Bill for the exportation of French Cooks and 
French Valets de Chambres — - A Bill to reftrain 
Ladies from wearing Frertch 2>r^i — And laffly, 
a Bill to reftrain them from wearing Frefich Faas. 

W 
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MelTe fbporatam et niedicatis frugibus ofFam 
Objicit. r -r VlRG. 

The horuyi Cake will bfe ifsfaueetnefsfoon^ 
And prove a biuer in the Honey-Moon. 

m 

AS every marriage is a kind of fstmily feftiv^» 
the weddingrday 13 honoured with various 
celebrities, and diftinguiihed like the fifth of No- 
vimber^ the birth -day9 of the Royal Family, or 
any other public day, with many demonflrations 
of jqy :'. th^ happy couple are dreit io their richeft 
fuits, the bells ring all day, and the even'uig is 
concluded with the merry ceremony of throwing 
the ftocking. But thefe fefiivities are not always 
fo religiouily obferved in Town ; where many a 
pair of quality are tacked together with the utmoft 
privacy, and immediately after fneak out of town, 
as if ^ey were afliamedi to (hew th^ir faces after 
what they had done. In the Country, when the 
fquire or any other perfen of diftinSion is married^ . 
the Honey-iMoon is almoft a continued Carnival j 
and every marriage is accounted more or lefs likely 
to be profperous, in proportion to the number of 
deer, oxen, and flieep, that are killed on the oc* 

I 6 ca{ion<^ 
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cafion, and the hpgiheads of wine anditum^of alci, 
with which they are wafhed down. By, »the laft 
poft I received an account from my Coufin Vii- 
LACE, of the wedding of a near relation, with a 
particular detail of the magnificence of the enter- 
tainment, the fplendor of the ball, and the uni- 
verfal joy of the whole manour. At the fame 
time I received compliments from the new-married 
couple, with a large flice of the Bridb Cake; 
the virtues of which are well known to every girl 
of thirteen, I was never in poffeffion of this nup- 
tial charm before : but I was fo much delighted 
with this matrimonial token, and it excited in my 
mind fo many refle£Uons on conjugal happii]e&, 
that (though I did not lay it under my pillow) it 
gave occafion to the following Dream. 

I FOUND myfelf in the middle of a ipacious 
building, which was crouded with a variety of 
perfons of both fexes; and upon enquiry was told, 
that it was the Temple of the God of Marriage j 
and that every one, who had an inclination to fa- 
crifice to that Deity, was invited to approach a 
large alur, which was covered with a great num- 
ber of Cakes of different fhapes and appearance. 
Some of thefe were moulded into the form of 
hearts ; and others were woven into true- lovers- 
knots ; feme were ftrewed with fugar, and fluck 

about 



about with fWeet-incats ; fome were covered with 
gold; (bitoe weie ftamped with coronets ; and 
others had- their tops embelliflied with glittering 
toys, that rqirefented a fine houfe, a fet of jewels, 
or a* coach and fix. Plutus and Ct^id were bufily 
employed in diftributing thefe Cakes (which were 
all of them marked with the word Matrimony^ 
and called Bride-Cakes) to different perfons, 
who were allowed to chufe for themfelves, accord- 
ing to their different Views and inclinations. 
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I OBSBRVBD feveral haften to the Altar, 
who all appeared to be varioufly affected by their 
choice. To fome the Cakes feemed of fo delicious 
a flavour, that they imagined they (hould never 
be furftited ; while others, who found the tafie 
very agreeable at firfl, in a ihort time declared 
it to be flat and infipid. However, I could not 
help remarking, that many more (particularly 
among the quality) addrefTed themfelves to Plutus^ 
than to Cuftd. 

Being defirous to take a nearer view of the 
company, I pufhed through the croud, and placed 
myfelf clofe by the Altar. A young couple now 
advanced, and applying to Cupidj deflred him to 
reach them one of the cakes, in the (hape of a 
double heart pierced through, with- darts : but juft 

as 
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as tbcy were going to iWe it betwixt, difii^ a 
crabbed old fellow, Wfaoin I jiaund ta ba tibt giil's 
father, fkpped u[>, broke the cake in; two, aai 
obliged the young lady to fix ttpon another, 
which Pbous picked out for . her^ and wkich 
reprefented tbe figure of a fine gendemali ia gik 
ginger-bread. 

Ak old fellow of fixty-tii^o, wha had f^mi 
one day from the bufmefs of ih^ ^Sfji^ m^t cstpie 
towards the altar, and Teemed to exprefs a ftrong 
defire for a Cake. Plutta^ who rcooUefled him 
at firft fight, immediately ofi^red bim one, which, 
though very mouldy and coiarfe, was gilt all over; 
but he was,afi:oni(hed at the old gentlen>an's re- 
fufing it, and pctitionii>g Cupid for a Cake of the 
moft elegant form and fweeteft ingredients. The 
little God at firft repulfed hiqi with indignation, 
but afterwards sold it to him for a large fum of 
money j a circumftanee, which amazed mc be- 
yond expreffion, but which I foon found was 
very commonly pradifed in this Temple. The 
old fellow retired with his purchafed prize ; and 
though I imagined he might ftill have a colt's 
tooth remaining, ' after having for fome time 
mumbled it between his old gums in vain^ it lay 
by him untouched and unenjoyed. 

I WAS 



N\ 95. T*/ C O N N O fS S £ U R. 1 83 

I WAS afterwards very much difgufted with the 
many tnftances that ^[Kcurredy of diefe delicate 
niorfels being fet up to fale : and I found, that 
their price rofe and fell, like that of beef or mut* 
ton, according to the glut or fcarcity of .the mar- 
ket. I was particularly affe£led with the difpofal 
of the two followbg. A young gentleman and 
lady were approaching the Altar, and had agreed 
to take between them a Cake of a plain form but 
delicious flavour, marked Love and Compe* 
TENCE ; but a perfon of quality ftepping forward 
perfuaded the falfe female to join with him, and 
receive from Plutus one much more glittering, 
marked Indifference and a large Set- 
tlement. Another lady was coming up with 
a Knight of the Bath, being tempted by a Cake 
with a red ribband ftreaming from it, like the flags 
on a Twelfth-Cake j but was prevailed on by a 
perfon of greater rank and diftin£lion to accept a 
more (howy Cake, adorned with a blue ribband 
and a coronet. 

A BUXOM dame of an amorous complexion 
came next, "and begged very hard for a Cake. 
She had before received feveral, which fuited 
her tooth, and pleafed her palate fo exceflively, 
that as foon as flie had difpatched one, (he con- 
ftantly came to Ct^id for another. She now 

feized 
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feized her Cake with great trimtport^ '^""^^ 
tiring to a corner with it, I could di(cem het 
greedily mumbling the delicious tnorfel, though 
Ihe had fairly worn out fix and twenty of her 
teeth in the fervicc. After this an ancient lady 
came tottering up to the Altar, fupported by a 
young fellow in a red coat with a fhoulder-knct. 
Pluius gave him a ftale Cake marked with the 
word Jointure in large golden capitals, which 
he received with fome reluftance, while the old 
lady eagerly fnatched another from Cupld^ (who 
turned his head afide from her) on which I could 
plainly difcovcr the word Dotage. 

A RICH rufty batchelor of the laft century 
then came buftling through the crowd. He 
brought with him a red-cheeked country girl 
of nineteen. As he approached the Altar, he 
met feveral coming from it with Cakes, which, 
he had refufed j fome of which were marked 
Riches, fome Family, fome Beauty, and. 
one or two Affection. The girl he brought 
with him proved to be his dairy-maid, whom 
he had for fome time paft been in vain attempting 
to bring over to his wiflies ; but at laft findin'** 
his defign impradlicable, he came with her to the 
Altar. He feemed, indeed, a little afliamed of 
his undertaking, and betrayed a good deal of 

aukwardnefs 



aukwarcjnefs in his manner and deportnicnt. 
However, as foon as he Had taken his Ca*kej nc- 
retired i and determined to fpend the reft of his 
days with his milch-cow in the country. 

To fatisfy a modeft longing, there now ad-" 
vanced a maiden lady in the bloom of threefcore. 
She had, it feems, heretofore refiifed feveral offers 
from Cupid and Plutus \ but being enraged to 
find, that they had now given over all thoughts 
of her, fhe feized by the hand a young Enfign 
of the Guards, and carried liim to the Altar, 
whence (he herfelf fnatched up a Cake, and 
divided it with her gallant. She was highly 
delighted with the tafte of it at firft; but 
her partner being very foon cloyed, fhe too 
late difcovered, that the half which (he held 
in her hand was figned Folly, and that 
which fhe had forced upon her paramour was 
marked Aversion. 

A LITTLE, pert, forward Mifs in a frock and 
hanging-fl»?eves ran brifkly up to Cupid, and 
begged for a Cake: — what it was (he did not 
care ; but a Cake (he muft and would have, of 
one kind or another. She had juft ftretched out 
her hand to receive one from Cupid^ when her 
mamma interpofed, fent the child hack again 

blubbering 
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Uubbering to die boarding-fcbool, and caurried off 
the Cake herfelf. 

An old woman, fantaftically dreft, then buril 
into the Temple, and ran raving up to the Altar, 
crying out, that (be ttvttilf have an huiband. But 
the poor lady feemed likely to be difappointed ^ 
for, as (he could prevail on no one to join hands 
with her, both Cupid and Plutm refufed*. to favour 
her with a Cake. Furious with rage and defpair, 
ibe fnatched one oflF the Altar y and (eizing on 
the fiift man that came in her way, which unfinK 
Hunately happened to be myfe]4. ^ wopld bav^ 
forcibly crammed it down m){ throat. Ar tbe^ 
leaft crumb of it was as difagreeabk a^ a drench, 
to an horfe, I began to fpa>yl, and; fpujtfier, aodt 
keck ; and though the flurry of fpirits, which il| 
occafioned, awaked me, I thought I had the nau*' 
ieous tafle of it fiill in my mouUi. 

W 
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Numb. XCVI. Thurfday^ Nvuen^ftr 27, 1755. 



Sex paratur aut decern fophos nummis. 



Secreta quaere cannina, et rudes^ curas, 
Quas novit unus, fcunioque fignatas 
Cuflodit ipfe virginis pater charUe. 
Mercare tdes ab eo» nee fciet quiTquam. 

Ma&t« 

Wrnddym Ae nanu of Author not refufej 
Jf^e^^vepemforthrfiryourpermj^ pick and chtfe-:- 
H^ivefbys or poemsy ready made for faU \ 
With wit and humour j whobfak or retail. 
On thefe the pubSe breaUr has never hbum \ 
Buy thorny and fairly Mm them fvrymtr own* 

To Mr. rOWN. 
SIR, 

AMONG the many Repjler-Ogkes crefied 
within thefe few years paft, I am furprifed 
that no fcherae of the Uke nature has been 
thought of for the ferrice of literature; and 
that no place has been fet apart, where Literary 
Commodities of every fort nught be difpofed of: 
where men of learning might meet with em- 
ployment ; and where others, who want their 
affiftaoce, might be fure to meet with men of 

learning. 
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learning. There is nothing of this kind in being 
at prefent, except among the bookfeners ; who, 
indeed) have made a monopoly of -the trade, and 
engroffed the whole market to themfelves- To 
remedy this inconvenience, my defign is to fct 
up a Literary Register - Office : for 
which purpofe I intend to hire the now ufelefs 
theatre in LtncoMs Inn Fieldsy and covert it into 
a mart for the ftaple commodities of the literary 
commonwealth. I fhall here fit up apartments 
for the reception of my authors, who will be 
employed from time to time in fupplying the 
public with the reqiiifite manufactures. This 
fcheme, will, I doubt not, meet with great en- 
couragement, as it is of general utility : and I 
do not remember any defign of the fame nature, 
except at a barber's on the other fide the water, 
who has hung out a board over his {hop with the 

following infcription Letters read and K^stten 

/br Servants and Others. 

I SHALL always have a frefh aflfortment of 
goods in the beft tafte and neweft fafbion: as 
of Novels for example, while the humour of 
reading them is prevalent among all ranks of 
people. For this branch I fhall retain a very 
eminent M after- No velift, to cut out adventures 
and intrigues, and fhall employ a proper number 

of 
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of hands, to tack them together with all poffiUe 
care and expedition : and if any ladies of quality^ 
or others, chufe to furnifh their own materials 
for Memoirs and Apologies, they may have them 
done up, and be fitted exafHy, at my Office. 
Befidcs feveral others, which my men (hall giet 
up with thie greateft difpatch, I can affure you I 
have my felf worked night and day, and have al- 
ready fini(hed fix and thirty fheets of the Hjftory 
of Mifs SuJtey Saplings Written by Herfelf. 

Pamphlets of all forts (hall be compofed^ 
whenever any popular fubje£l fiarts up, that is 
likely to engage the attention of the public. 
Every new play (hall be followed by an Examen 
ox Remarks: ail riots at either play-houfe will 
afford fcope for Letters to the Managers \ and 
every new ad:or or a£lre(s produce theatrical 
Criticifms. Poetry, you know Mr. Town, is a 
mere drug ; but I ihall always have a number of 
ready-made Odes by me, which may be fuited to 
any Great Man, dead or alive, in place or out 
of place. I fhall alfo have a large bundle of 
Poems on feveral. OccafionSy very proper for any 
gentleman or lady, who cbufcs to pubiiih by fub* 
.&ription ; befidesra more ordinary fort of Hymns 
to the Morning, Verfes on the Pieath of -r — , 
Ode« to Mi& A^ P. C» Acroftics and Rebufies, 

for 
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for the ufe of the Magazine^ ; to be JbM t 
.pennyworth, with allowance to thofe wbo take « 
great quantity. 

With regard to Law matters, as th^ have 
no (brt of connexion with wit or learning, I fludl 
not concern myfelf with their untelligible jar- 
gon ; nor prefume to interfere with tfaofe authois 
in parchment, who meafure their iwords by the 
foot-rule, and (ell their writings at fo much per 
line. However, I (hall furnifh young Studenti 
of the feveral Inns of Court with complete Canons 
of Criticifm, and Opinions on any new. theatrical 
Cafes ; on which they may argue very learnedly 
at a taveni, or plead at the bar of a cofiee-houfe 
For Medical fubjeds, I fhall procure a ieamod 
Graduate by Diploma from abroad, whofe pra£tioe 
will not fo much take up his time as to prevent 
his being at leifure to write occaflonal treatifes, 
fetring forth the virtues of any newly^invcntcd 
Powder or newly-difcovered Water. He ihall 
alfo draw up the advertifements for medicines, 
that remove all difeafes, and are never known 
to fail ; he (hall compile the wonderful accounts 
of their furprizing cures ; and furniih cafes that 
jnever happened, and affidavits that were never 
made. With refpeft to Divinity, as I have reafon 
to believe that controverfial writings will be often 

called 
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calkd for^ I intend to bar^in ^ith the Roim 
Hood Society 'to undertake in the lump tafucniih 
my OiEce with Defences^f Lord J3flfinrg:^)^#,&c. 
and ^iil I can procure fome poor curate out of 
the country, or fervitor from the nnirerfity, to 
write the Alanufcript Sermms xf eminent Divines ' 
lately deceafed^ warranted Originals^ I malt make 
fhift with the Fleet-Parfons now out of bufinefs. 

Though I (hall not keep any dramatte 
•wt>rks ready mad^ by me, (as thefe commodities 
are apt to grow 'ftale -and out of fufhion,) yet 
eidiar of the theatres maybe ferved with tragedy, 
comedy, farce, or the like, by befpeaking them, 
and giving but tliree days notice. Tor ffhe comic 
pieces I fivall employ a poet, who-h«s long workeii 
- (or the droits at 'Barthoiemetv and S^iithwark f^irs, 
•atid has even printed a comedy, as it was^ hdif 
' aded at Drury^Lane. My tragedies will be'for- 
ni&ed by a Nerth-Britm^ who walked up to 
Lendm from cbis nattre country kft winter wirh 
a nx^ fiiblifne tragedy in his coat-pdcket, and 
which is now to be difpofed of tt> the beft bidd^. 
Any old play of Shakefpeare or Ben Jonfon (hall 
be 'pi«ocd ^ith modem ones according to the 
pcefent.lafle, or cut out in airs and recitative for 
an En^^Opera. "Songa for Pantomimes may be 
bad, to be ftt^to'the clack of a i mill, (he tink- 
ling 
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ling of a tin cafcade, or the flaps of I fcr ity iiSi 
wooden fword. The proprietors of oar pnHir 
Gardens, during the iummer ieafbn, may be aUs 
fupplied from my Office with Love^Ditties to a 
new Burthen, or comic Dialogues in Ormk^ 
and words (ball at any time be fitted to the muiic^ 
after the tunes are compofcd* 

As I propofe to make my Office of general 
utility, every thing that bears the leaft affinity to 
literature will be naturally comprehended in my 
Scheme. Members of Parliament may be fup- 
plied with Speeches on any political fuhjed; and 
Country Juflices may, on diredling a letter (p(A 
paid] to the OfEce, have Charges to the Jury at 
the Quarter Seilions fent down to them by the firA 
coach or waggon. Addreiles on particular occa- 
fions (hall be drawn up for the worfbipful Mayor 
and Aldermen of any city or corporation : Laws, 
Rules, Regulations, or Orders, fhall be formed 
for the Jnti-Galiicansy UbiquarianSy Gregorians^ox 
any other private clubs and focieties. N^ B. The 
Free Mafons may depend upon fed"efy. 

Many advantages may likewife accrue to the 
polite world from the eflabliihment of my Office. 
Gentlemen and ladies may have BiUet-doux written 
for them with the moft foft and languifhing 

expreffions : 
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tJipreffiofis : Mcflage Cards> ^«nd Inyitatiops tp 
RovCi, fliall be filled up and circulated^ at fo 
niich per hundred^ or undertaken in the grofe at 
A fixed price all the year round. Beaux may be 
accommodated with letters of gallantry to &nd to 
their laundrefles, or have them copied out in a 
faihionable female fcrawl, and direded to then^ 
felves. Gentlemen who love fighting, but cannot 
write, may have challenges penn'd for them in 
the true ftile and fpirit of a modern Blood, 

* There are many other conveniencies arifing 
from fuch an Ofiice, which it would be too tedious 
to enumerate : and it will be found to be no left 
beneficial to you authors, Mr. Town, than thofe 
iAkt'^RegiJitr-Officei are to men and maid-fervants. 
If an author (for example) wants employment, 
or is out of place, he has nothing to do but to 
enter his name with me, and I fhall prefently get 
him work ; or if a bookfeller wants an hand for 
any pa]:ticu]ar job, ( as a tranflation fpinner^^a 
novel-weaver, a play-wright, a verfe-turner, or 
the like) upon fearching my books he will be fure 
to meet with a man fit for the bufineis. In fhort, 
any compofition, in profe or rhyme, and on any 
fubjed, may be procured at a minute's warning, 
by applying to my Office : and I dare iay, you 
yourfelf, Mr. Town, will be very glad now and 
V0L.III. K then 
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then to purchafc a Comslffiuf of me, whenever 
the idle fit feizes you. If that (hould happen to 
€X)nie upon you this week, and you have nothing 
better, you will oblige me by laying the Scheme 
here fent before your readers ; and in return, you 
0iall have the credit of publiihing your papers at 
my Of&ce, as foon as it is opened, and welcome. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

J. W I T s E L L. 
Numb. XCVII. Thurjday^ December 4, 1755. 

De te pendentis, te refpicientis amlci. HoR. 

Youffriendy ptir plmp^ ytmr hanger-on^ what-not ? 
Your lacquey y but uit\out the Jhoulder'knot. 

IRr.MEMB^ to have heard a coufln of mine, 
who was formerly at Cambridge^ often men- 
tioning a fed of Philofophers, diflinguifhed by 
the reft of the collegians under the appellation of 
Tuft-Hunters. Thefe were not the difciples of the 
Stoics or Epicureans^ or the advocates for the old 
or new philofophy, but the . followers (literally 
fpcaking) of the fellow-commoners, noblemen, 
and other rich ftudents, whom, it feems the 

courtefy 
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courtcfy of the Univerfity has honoured with a 
cap adorned with a gold toflel. Thefe gold threads 
have almoft as much influence in the Univerfity, 
as a red or a blue ribband at court ; and always 
draw after the wearer a train of humble compa- 
nions, who will be at his call to breakfaft, dii^ 
or fup with him whenever he pleafes ; will go 
with him any where, drink with him, wench with 
him, borrow his money, or let him pay their 
reckoning. They are, I am told, a fort of difeafe 
of the place, which a man of fortune is fure to 
catch as foon as he arrives there : and ^hefe fall 
friends ftick fo clofe to him, that he can never {hake 
them ofF while he keeps his gown on his back. 

The Univerfity of London is not without it's 
Tuft- Hunters I who fatten, like leeches, on a 
young man of fortune at his firft coming to town. 
They befet him as foon as he arrives, and when 
they have once furrounded him, feldom fail of 
fecuring him to themfelves; for no perfons of 
charaSer care to have any connections with him, 
when he has been frequently feen in fuch bad 
company. It is a great misfortune for any young 
gentleman to fall into their hands : though indeed, 
as a fool is the natural prey of knaves, the wealthy 
maintainers of this fraternity are generally none 
of the wifeft : and as at the Univerfity, •* where 

K 2 « the 
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<^ the learned pate ducks to the golden fool)*' 
the gentleman-ftudent is diftinguiihed by a cap 
with a gold tuft, I always confider thefe fons of 
folly in town, as adorned with a fhowy cap hung 
with bells, which ferve at once to denote the 
depth of their parts, and to call their train 
about them. 

The dialed^ of the Town has very expreffively 
charaderifed thefe humble dependants on men 
of fortune by the name of Hangers-on. They 
will, indeed, take fuch fure hold, and hang on a 
man fo conflantly, that it is almoft impoffible to 
drop them. Whenever the gentleman appears, the 
Hanger-on is fure to be at his elbow. They will 
fqueeze themfelves'into every party that is formed ^ 
and I have known inftances of their thrufting 
themfelves'into Arrange familias, by flicking to 
their patron's fkirts, and impudently introducing 
themfelves where he has been invited to dinner : 
which, indeed, I think would not be an improper 
cuftom, provided they would fubmit to ftand 
behind his chair. They will ftick fo clofely, that 
all the adhefive quality of burs, pitch, '&c. 
feem to be collefted in them ; and the line 
in Pope^s Odyjfey^ fo often ridiculed, may rather 
be confidered as emphafis than tautology in 
(peaking of Them, The Hanger-on clings to 

his 
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his fdol, ^ illjiffes did to the rock, and in 
P^A words* 

Thiy STICK ADHERENT, tf^wf SUSPENDED HANG. 

The tenacioufnefs of an Hanger-on is fo very 
ftrong, that whoever is drawn into their fnares, 
is fo firmly limed that he can hardly ever loofe 
himfelf from them. For as nothing but the 
loweft mcannefs of fpirit could ever prevail on 
a man to fubmit to fuch dependance on ano- 
ther, it is in vain to think of getting rid of 
fuch abjeft wretches by treating them with con- 
tempt. They will take as much beating, pro^ 
vided you will allow them an equal degree of 
familiarity, as a fpaniel. They will alfo fubmit 
to do any little offices, and are glad to make 
themfelves ufeful, whenever they have an op- 
portunity. They will go among the brokers to 
borrow money for you, pimp for you, or fubmit 
to any other fuch gentleman-like employment 
to ferve their friend. 

It muft here be noted, that every Hanger-on 
Is a perfon of ftridt honour and a gentleman ^ 
for though his fortune is (to be fure) fov.e'- : 
inferior to yours, and he fubmits to n;akc h. 
fclf convenient on feveral occafions, yet ov. i .. 

K 3 account 
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account you are indebted to his infinite good* 

nature; and all his endeavours to fme yott 
proceed from his great regard for you. I re- 
member one of thefe friendly gentlenien, wfaa 
carried his efteem fo far, that in a quarrel with 
his rich companion, in which he was favoured' 
with feveral tweaks by the nofe and kicks on the 
breech, he received all thefe injuries with patiencei 
and only faid, with tears in his eyes, <^ Dear 
'< Jacky I never expeded this ufage from you. 
<< You know I don't mind fighting ; but I (hould 
<< never have a moment's peace, if I was to do 
** you the leaft injury. Come, Jacky let us bufi 
** and be friends." Their gentility is unqueitioii- 
ablci for they are feldom of any trade, though 
they are fometimes (being younger-brothers per- 
haps) of a profefHon. I know one, who is a no- 
minal lawyer; but though his friend has often 
fee'd him, our Counfellor could never with any 
propriety confider him as a client : and I know 
another, who (like Gibbet in the play) is called 
Captain, whofe elegant manner of living muft be 
fupported by his being on full pay with his patron, 
fince he does not receive even the common fol- 
dier's groat a day from his commiffion. How* 
ever, confidering at one view the gentility of their 
profeffion, and the fhortnefs of their finances, I 
often look. upon them as a band of decayed gentle* 

men> 
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men, the honourable peniioners of thofe they fol- 
low. The great men among the Romans had a 
number of thefe Hangers-on^ who attended them 
wherever they went, and were emphatically called 
Umbra^ or Shadows ; and, indeed, this appellation 
conveys a very full idea of the nature of thefe 
humble retainers to the wealthy, fince they not 
only follow them like their fhadows, but ^^ like a 
** ihadow prove the fubftance true :" for whenever 
you obferve one or more of theie Umbra perpetu- 
ally at the heels of any gentleman, you may fairly 
conclude him to be a man of fortune* 

These faithful friends are fo careful of every 
thing that concerns you, that they always enquire 
with the greateft exadnefs into your affairs, and 
know almoft as well as your fteward the income 
of your eftate. They arc alfo fo fond of your 
company, and fo defirous of preferving your good 
opinion, that an Hanger-on will take as much pains 
to keep you entirely to himfelf, and to prevent a 
rival in your affedlions, as a miftrefs : and as a 
convenient female is a very neceiTary part of the 
equipage of a perfon of fafliion, thefe male com- 
panions muft be a very agreeable part of the re- 
tinue of thofe high-fpirited young gentlemen, 
who are fond of being the head of their company. 
It is only a more refined tafte in expence to pay 

K 4 a man 
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a man for laughing at your wit, and indulging 
your humour, and who will either drink bis 
bottle with you at the tavern, or run to the end 
of the town for you on an errand. 

I MIGHT alfo take notice of an humbkr 
fort of HangerS'Orij who fix themfelves to no 
one particular, but faften upon all their friends 
in their turns. Their views, indeed, are fA- 
dom extended beyond a prcfent fubfiftencei aod 
their utmoft aim perhaps is to get a dinner. For 
this purpofe they keep a regifier of the houn 
of dining of all their acquaintance \ and though 
they contrive to call in upon you juft as you are 
fitting down to table, they are always with much 
difficulty prevailed on to take a chair. If you 
dine abroad, or are gone into the country, they 
will eat with your family, to prevent their being 
melancholy on account of your abfence ; or if 
your family is out, they will breakfaft, dine, and 
fup with you out of charity, becaufe you fhould 
not be alone. Every houfe is haunted with thcfc 
difturbers of our meals: and perhaps the beft 
way to get rid of them, would be to put them, 
with the reft of your fervants, upon board-wages. 

But befides thefe danglers after men of fortune, 
and intruders on your table in town, the coun* 

try 
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try breeds a race of lowly retainers, which may 
properly be ranked among the fame fpecies* 
Almoft every family fupports a poor kinfinan : 
who, happening to be no way related to the eftate, 
was too proud of his blood to apply himfelf in 
' his youth to any profeffion, and rather chofe to 
be fupported in lazinels at the family-feat. They 
are, indeed, known perhaps to be coufins to the 
fquire, but do not appear in a more creditable 
light, than his fervants out of livery ; and fome- 
times a£lually fubmit to as mean offices of drud- 
gery, as the groom or whipper-in. The whole 
fraternity of Hangers-on^ whether in town or 
country, or under whatever denomination, are 
die fons of idlenefs : for it will be found upon 
examination, that whenever a man, whofe bread 
depends on his induftry, gives himfelf up to indo- 
lence, he becomes capable of any meannefs what- 
ever ; and if they cannot digy yet, like our Hangett^ 
Wj to big they are mt ajhamed. 



K 5 NuMBt 



202 ni CONNOISSEUR. N^.g*. 



Numb. XCVIII. Thur/dayy December ii, 1755. 



fcM 



Ut id oft«nclerem, quod te ifti facilem putaot. 
Id non fieri ex vera vita, neque adeo ex aequo et bono^ 
Scd ex aI!entando> indulgendo, et largiendo* ^ 

TP%atJhall we catt it? FoUy^ or Gc^d-natuft^p 
Sofifi^ fojimpk^ andfi khda creature! 
Where Charity fo blin^ plays ifs part^ 
It only Jhewi the weaknefs of her heart I 

To Mr. T O fr K 

SIR, 

IHav e been fome years^ married to one of 
the bcft women in the world. She poflefles 
all the virtues that can be named : but alas ! flie 
poflefles fome of them to excefs. Thofe which 
I wifti to particularife, and which are infinitely 
pernicious to me and my fortunes, are her 
fuperabundant Good-nature, and her boundlefs 
Generofity. 

I T is a little difficult perhaps to afcertain> 
what are, or ought to be, the exadl bounds of 
Good-nature 5 which, of all virtues, feems to 

me 
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me moft neceflary to be confined, or at leaft mi- 
tigated in fuch a manner, as to hinder it from 
deftroying it's own excellence and utility. . On 
the one hand, if it is retrained too clofe, the 
world will fay, that it muft entirely lofe it's 
efience : but, on the other hand, fatal experience 
has convinced me, that if it is permitted to enjoy 
a full unlimitted fway, this amiable virtue be- 
comes a ridiculous vice ; and brings with it, as in 
my wife's cafe, fruitleis expences, ill-judged con- 
ceffions, and a kind of blind folly, that is always 
liable to contempt. 

Generosity is the daughter of Good- nature. 
She h very fair and lovely, when under the 
tuition of Judgment and Reaibn ; but when fhe 
efcapes from her tutors, and zSts indifcriminately, 
according as her fancy allures her, fhe fubjedls 
herfelf, like her mother, to fheer, ridicule, 
suid difdain* 

To illuftrate thefe aflertions by fome examples 
from among the many mifhaps, lodes and em^ 
barrallments, which have accrued to us in the 
courfe of our domeftic affairs, give me leave 
to tell you, that fome years ago we had a foot* 
boy, who a£led as butler, and had the cuftody 
of the little plate, which our (mail fortune couM 

K 6 afford 
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afford ui* The fellow was aukward, and unfit 
for the ftation ; but my wife very good-naturedly 
was determined to keep him in our (ervke, be« 
caufe he intended to marry the nuriery-maidy 
and would undoubtedly make an excellent huf- 
band. The rafcal was a thief: but as it is ill- 
natured to fufped people, before we have full 
proof of their knavery, feveral of his tricks and 
petty larcenies were attributed to the itinerant 
Jews and higlers, (we then living at Ngwit^tm) 
who frequently called at our door. At lafl, how- 
ever, after feveral rogueries, too evident to aU, 
except the blindly-good-hatured, he went oflF 
with my wife's gold repeating watch, and a pair 
of our bed filver candlefticks, with which he vo- 
luntarily tranfported himfelf, as we have been 
fince told, to the JVeJl-Indies \ leaving his miftrefs 
the nurfery-maid big with child, and thereby 
giving great licence to the neighbourhood to ani-. 
madvert upon my wife's amazing prefcience ia 
forefeeing his excellencies as a hu(band« 

You muft know. Sir, that my dear confort, 
in the full glow of her gpodnefs, is never eon- 
tented, unlefs her fervants marry each x)then 
All I can urge againft fo impolitic a cuftom, has 
been to no purpofe : Marriage ((he fays) prevents 
vice, and faves fouls frgm deftru£lion. Perhaps 

it 
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it may : but are no unmarried fervants to Jbe 
found in Mr. Fielding^s Rcgifter-Office, or clfe- 
where, but what are vicious ? At leaft I* am 
fure, that this piece of &n£Kty is very expenfive 
in it's e(Fe<fls, and is attended with many incon- 
veniencies. One of her maids,* about two years 
ago, was difcovered to be very intimate with my 
footman : my wife, to prevent ill confequences, 
haftened to have them married, and was prefent 
herfelf at the ceremony. She admired the modefty 
of the woman, and the fober gravity of the man, 
during the holy rites ; and was entirely convinced 
that no harm could have happened from fo decent 
a couple. In a fhort fpace after the marriage, 
Patiy brought forth a fwinging girl ; but as it was 
bom almoft fix months before it*8 time, my wife 
advifed them to keep it the remaining half year in 
cotton. She did this purely from a motive (^ 
good-nature, to {hield if poffible the new-married 
Woman*s reputation i but finding our neighbours 
fleer at the incident, and fmile contemptuofly at 
the prefcription of cotton, (he contented herfelf 
in believing Pattys own account, that ** in truth 
•* (he had been married eight months before by a 
•* Fleet-parfon, but was afraid to own it.** 

If my wife's indulging her domeftics in matri- 
mony was productive of no other ill 'confequenc^ 

than 
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than merely their being married, it might, in- 
deed, fometimes prove a benefit : but the chaAer 
and more fober they have been before marriaget 
the greater number of children are produced in 
matrimony ; and my wife looks upon herfelf as in 
duty obliged to take care of the poor helplefs 
ofi&prings, that have been begotten under her 
own roof; fo diat I afllire you, Sir, my bouie is 
fo well filled with children, that it would put you 
immediately in mind of the Fmmdling Hafpkali 
with this difference, however, that in my HofpiUd 
not only the children are provided for, whether 
baftards or legitimate, but alio the fathers 
and mothers. 

Your office, Mr. Censor, requires a^ 
leads you to hear domeftic occurrences j otherwiie 
I fhould fcarce have troubled you with die records 
of a private family, almoft ruined by excrefcencies 
of virtue. The fame overflowing humanity runs 
through the whole condu£l of the dear woman, 
whom I have mentioned. Even in triiks (be is 
full of works of fupererogation. Our doors ax^ 
perpetually furrounded with beggars, where the 
halt, the maimed and the blind, afiemble in as 
great numbers, as at the door of the Roman 
Catholic Chapel in LincoMs- Inn -Fields. She not 
only gives them money, but iiends them out great 

quantities 
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quantities of breads beer, and cold vifhials ; and 
file has her different penjioners (as (he herielf calls 
them) for every day in the week. But the ex- 
pence attending thefe out-dopr petitioners, many 
of whom have from time to time been difcovered 
to be impoftors, is nothing in companion to the 
fums, that are almoft daily drawn from her by 
begging letters. It is impoffible to imagine a ca« 
lamity, by which (he has not been a fuSerer, in 
relieving thofe who have extorted money from her 
by pretended misfortunes. The poor lady has 
been much hurt by lo£s in trade, fuftained great 
damages by fire, undergone niany hardfhips from 
(icknefs, and other unforefeen accidents ^ and k 
was but yefterday that (he paid a long apothecary's 
bill, brought on by a violent fever. Thus, Sir^ 
though my wife keeps but little company, 
and the family expences are to all appearance 
very fmall, yet this dear woman's fuperabundant 
Good -nature is fuch a perpetual drawback on her 
ceconomy, that we run out confiderably. This 
extravagant and ill-judged Generofity renders all 
her numerous excellencies of none effe6): : and I 
have often known her almoft deiHtute of cloaths, 
becaufe (he had diihibuted her whole wardrobe 
among lyars^ fycophants^ apd hypocrites* 

Thus 
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Thus, Sir, as briefly as I can Ilixifi tct'V^ 
fore you my unhappy cafe. I am periflung Ejr 
degrees ; not by any real extravagance, any de- 
figned ruin, or any indulgence of luxury and riot, 
in the perfon who deftroys me. On the contrary, 
no woman can excel my wife in the fimplicity of 
her drefs, the humility of her deflres, or the cou' 
tented eafinefs of her nature. What name. Sir, 
fliall I give to my misfortunes ? Xhey proceed 
not from vice, nor even from folly : they proceed 
from too tender a heart; a heart that hurries 
away, or abforbs all judgment or refle^on. 
To call thefe errors the fruits of Good-nature, is 
too mild a definition : and yet to give them an 
harfher appellation, is unkind. Let me fufFer what 
I will, I muft kifs the dear hand that ruins me. 

In my tender hours of fpeculation I would wil- 
lingly impute my wife's faults to our climate, and 
the natural difpofition of our natives. When the 
Englijh are good-natured, they are generally fo to 
excefs : and as I have not feen this particular cha- 
rafter delineated in any of your papers, I have 
endeavoured to paint it myfelf ; and fhall draw to 
the conclufion of my letter by one piece of advice, 
Not to be GENEROUS overmuch. The higheft afls 
of Generofity are feldom repaid in any other coin, 
but bafenefs and ingratitude ; and we ought ever to 

remember, 
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remember, that, out of tea }ep^rs cleaned, <^ one 
<< only came back to return thanks ; the reft 
<^ were made whole, and went their way." 

> ' . ■ ' ■ . • 

I am, SIR, your moft hunible fervant, 

TiMON 2/^ London. 

Nui^B. XCI^. Thurfdayy December i8, 1755. 

Da veniamj fervire tuis quod nolo Calendis. 

Mart. 

Thyworhj O Wing, O Partridge, I defpife^ 
. And RobinV for the poor^ and Ryder'j for the wife. 

To Mr. r IV N. 

SIR, 

AT this (eafon of the year, while the flreets 
refound with the cry of New Almanacks, 
and every ftall is covered with News from the 
Stars, Diaries, Predii^ions, Complete Epheme- 
rides, &c. drawn up by Partridge^ Parker^ Vincent 
TVing^ and the reft of the fagacious body of Phi- 
lomaths and Aftrologers, give me leave to acquaint 
you of my intentions of appearing annually in a 
like capacity. You muft know^ Sir, that having 

obferved. 
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obferved, that among the great variety of Almsi- 
nacks now publi(hed, there is not one contrived 
for the ufe of people of faihion, I have refdvei 
to remedy this defe£l by publifliing one every 
year under the title of the Court Calendar, 
calculated for the Meridian of St. ya/rus^s. 

The plan, which has been hitherto followed 
by our Almanack-makers, can be of no uft 
whatever to the polite world, who are as widely 
feparated, in their manner of living, from the 
common herd of people, as the inhabitants of the 
Antipodes. To know the exaft Rifing and Setting 
of the Sun, may fcrve to diredt the vulgar tradef- 
man and mechanic when to open fhop or go 
to work : but perfons of fafhion, whofe hours 
are not marked by the coiirfe of that luminary, 
are indifferent about it's mptions ; and like thofe 
who live under the Equinoflial Line, have their 
days and nights of an equal degree of length all 
the year round. The Red-letter-Days, pointed 
out in our common Almanacks, may perhaps be 
obfcrved by fome formal ladies, who regulate 
their going to church by them: but people of 
quality perceive no difference between the Move- 
able or Immoveable Feafls and Fafts, and know 
no ufe of Sunday, but as it ferves to call them 
to the card-table* What advantage can a beau 

reap 
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reap from Ridar's Lift of the Fairs, \rtucb can 
only be of fervice to his groom ? Or what ufe 
can any gentleman or lady make cf thofe Diaries 
now infcribed to them, which are filled with 
Algebra and the Mathematics ? In a word, the 
prefent uncouth way of dividing the months 
into Saints Days, Sundays, and the like, is no 
more adapted to the prefent modes of polite 
life, than the Roman divifion into Idesy Nones^ 
and Calends. 

Instead of fuppofing, with the vulgar triba 
of Aflronomers, that the day begins at Sunrife^ 
my day, which will commence at the time that 
it ufually breaks into faihionable apartments, will 
be determined by the Rifing of people of quality. 
Thus the morning dawns with early rifers be- 
tween eleven and twelve ; and noon conmiences 
at four, when, at this time of the year, the din-' 
ner and wax-lights come in together. For want 
oi a thorough knowledge of the diftribution of 
the day, all who have any connexion with the 
polite world might be guilty of many miftakes \ 
and when an honeft man from Comhill intended a 
nobleman a vifit after dinner, he would perhaps 
find him fipping his morning chocolate. The 
inconveniencies of the Old Stile in our manner 
of reckoning the days were fb mantfeft, that it 

was 
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was thought proper to amend them by Adl^of 
Parliament* I am refolved, in like manner^ to 
introduce the New Stile of dividing, the Hours 
into my* Almanack : for can any thing be more 
abfurd than to fix the name of morning, noon^ 
and evening, at prefent on the fame hours, which 
bore thofe appellations in the reign of Queett 
EUzabeU> ? A Duchefs is fo far from dining at 
eleven, that it often happens, that Her Grace 
has not then opened her eyes on the tea-table ; 
and a Maid of Honour would no more rife at five 
or fix in the morning, as it was called by the 
early dames of Queen Befits court, than fhe 
would, in imitation of thofe dames, break&fl 
upon flrong beer and beef-fleakes* Indeed, in thofe 
houfes, where the hours of quality are obferved 
by one part of the family, the impolite . irregu- 
larity of the other, in adhering to the Old Stile, 
occafions great difturbance 5 for, as Lady I'owdy. 
fays, ^' fuch a houfe is worfe than an inn with 
•* ten flage coaches. What between the imper- 
** tinent people of bufmefs in a morningy and the 
'* intolerable thick fhoes of footmen at noon^ one 
** has not a wink of fleep all night J^ 

The reformation, which I have alfo made 
in refpeft to the Red-letter-days is no lefs con- 
fiderable. I have not only wiped away that 

immenfe 
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immenfe catalogue of Saints, which cix^d the 
Fopijh Calendar, but have aUb blotted out all 
the other Saints, that ftill Detain their places 
in our common Almanacks : well knowing, that 
perfons of fafhion pay as little attention to the 
Apoftles and Evangelifts, as to St. Mildred^ St« 
Bridget^ or St. Winifred, Indeed I retain the 
old name of Su yohn^ becaufe I am fiire, that 
people of quality will not think of any body's 
being deiigned under that title, except the late 
Lord Botingbroke. Having thus difcarded the 
Saints, people whom nobody Jtnowsy I have taken 
care to introduce my readers into the beft 
company : for the Red-letters in my Calendar 
will ferve to diftlnguifh thofe days, on which 
ladies of the firft fafhion keep their routs and 
vifiting days ; a work of infinite ufe, as well to 
the perfons of diflin£tion themfelves, as to all thofe 
who have any intercourfe with the polite world. 
That feaibn of the year, commonly diflinguifhed 
by the appellation of Lentj which implies a 
time of fafling, I fhall confider, according to 
its real fignification in the beau mondey as a 
yearly feflival 5 and fhall, therefore, mention it 
under the denomination of The Carnival. The 
propriety of this will be evident at firfl fight ; 
iince nothing is fo plain, as that, at this feafon, 
all kinds of diverfion and jollity are at their 

height 
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height in this metropolis. Inftead of the Ahn 
in the Almanack^ I at firft inteated (in imitation of 
Mr. Dodfley's Megiorandum-Book) to delineate 
the figure of a Fine Gentleman, dreft a h 
nwde : but I was at length determined, by the 
advice of fome ingenious friends, to fufier the 
old pidure to remain there ; fince, as it appears 
to be run through the body in feveral places, it 
may not improperly reprefent that faihionable 
charader, a Duellift, 

Ik the place, which is aiUotted in other 
Almanacks for the Change of Weather, (as hail, 
froft, fnow, cloudy, and the like) I (hall iet 
down the Change of Drefs, appropriated to dif- 
ferent fcafons, and ranged under the titles of 
hats, capuchins, cardinals, facks, negligee5, 
gaufe handkerchiefs, ermine tippets, mufis, &c. 
and in a parallel column (according to the 
cuflom of other Almanacks) I fhall point out 
the feveral parts of the body afFefted by thefe 
changes : fuch as head, neck, hreaft, (houlders, 
face, hands, feet, legs, &c. And as Mr. Riiler 
accompanies every month with feafonable Cau- 
tions about fowing turnips, raifing cabbages, 
blood-letting, and the like important articles, I 
ihall give fuch dire<Siions, as are moft fuitable to 
the heau monde : as a fpecimen of which, I (hall 
beg leave to lay before you the following 
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'OB S E RVATIO N S 

* 

ON THE 

MONTH of MAY. 

If the Seafon proves favourable, it will be 
proper at the Beginning of this Month to attend 
to the Cultivation of your Public Gardens. 
Trim your Trees, put your Walks in order, 
look to your Lamps, have Ballads written, and 
fet to Mufick, for the enfuing Summer. Ladies 
and Gentlemen muft be careful not to catch 
Cold in croffing the Water, or by expofing 
themfelves to the damp Air in the Dark Walk 
at Vaux'HaU. 

Towards the middle of this Month the Air 
at both Play-houfes will begin to be too clofe and 
fultry for Ladies, that paint, to rifk the lofs of 
their Complexion in them. 

About the End of this Month it will be ex- 
pedient for thofe Ladies, who are apt to be hyfte- 
rical when the Town empties, to prepare for 
their Removal to Tunbridge^ Cheltenham^ and Scar^' 
bcrough^ for the Benefit of the Waters. 

I am, Sir, your humble fervant, 
W TYCHO COURTLY. 
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Numb. C. Thurfdc^^ December 25, 1755. 



Ilicet Paraiiticae art! maximam in rnalam crucem ! 
Abeo ab illis, poftquam video me fie Iiidificarier* 
Pergo ad alios : venio ad alios : deinde ad alios : 
una res. Plaut. 

Let Tyburn take the flatterers and their arts ; 
To fools a maygame /, a man of parts : 
PuWd by the Nofe by one ^^ Tm kick'd by father ^ 
And each fwomfooly Ifwear^ has his fwom brother* 

To Mn r O JVN. 

SIR, 

I Am one of thofe idle people (of whom 
you have lately given an account) who not 
being bred to any bufinefs, or able to get a 
livelihood by work, have taken up the (ervile 
trade of a Hanger-on. But as you have only 
juft touched on the many dangers and difficulties 
incident to this way of life, in order to illuftrate 
this part of the characSer, give me leave to 
prefent you with a narrative of my own ad- 
ventures. 

I FIRST 
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I FIRST ferved my time with an old nobleman 
in the country ; and as I was a diftant relation 
of his lordfhip's, I was admitted to the honoMi: 
of attending him in the double csipacity of valet 
and apothecary. My bufmefs in a morning 
was to' wait on him at drefling-time il to hold 
the bafon while he waihed his hands, buckle 
bis fhoes, and tye on his neck-cloth : Befides 
which, his lojrdfli.ip had fuch 2^ regard for me, that 
nobody but myfelf was ever trufted with cutting 
his corns, oi paring his toe-nfiils ; and whenever 
he was Tick, it was always my office to hold hi^ 
head during the operation of an emetic, to attend 
him in the water-clofet when he took a cathartic^ 
and (bmetimes to adminifter a clyfter. If his 
lordfliip had no company, I was, indeed, per* 
mitted to fit at table with him ; but when he re- 
ceived any vifitors more grand than ordinary, I 
was equipped (together with fome of the befl:- 
looking tenants) in a tye- wig, full- trimmed coat 
and laced waiftcoat, in order to fwell the retinue 
of his fervants out of livery. I bore my flavery 
with ibe greateft degree of patience : as my lord 
«vould often hint to me, that I was provided for in 
iiis will; however, I had the mortification to find 
myfelf fupplanted in his good graces by the 
Chaplain, who had always looked upon me as his 
rival, and contrived at len^ to out*wheedle^ 
VoL.HL L out-fawn. 
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out-fawn, and out-cringe me. In a word, my 

lord died : and while the Chaplain (who con- 

ftantly prayed by him during his laft illriefs) had 
the confolation of having a good benefice fecuied 
to him in the will, my name was huddled among 
thofe of the common fervants, with no higher 
legacy than twenty guineas to buy mourning. 

With this fmall pittance, (befides what I had 
made a fhift to fqueeze out of the tenants and 
tradefmen, as fees for my good word, when I had 
his lonMhip's ear) I came up to town : and em- 
barked all I was worth in fitting myfelf out as 
a gentleman. Soon after, ais good luck would 
have it, the nephew and heir of my old lord came 
from abroad ; when I contrived to get into his 
favour by abufing his deceafed uncle, and fattened 
myfelf upon him. It is true, he fupported me ; 
admitted me into an equal (hare of his purfe : but 
confiderLng the dangers to which I was conftantly 
expofed on his account, I regarded his bounties as 
only plaifters to my fores. My head, back, and 
ribs have received many a payment, which fhould 
have been placed to his lordfliip's account : and 1 
once narrowly efcaped being hanged for murdering 
a poor fellow, whom my lord in a frolick had run 
through the body. My patron, among other 
marks of his tafte, kept a miftrefs \ and I, as his 

particular 
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particular c^rony and a man of honour, was al- 
lowed to vifit her.. It happen^ one evening hQ 
unluckily furprifed us in fome unguarded familia* 
rities together : but my lord was fo far from being 
enraged ajt it, that he only turned madam 4own. 
fiairs, and very coolly kicked me down, after her. 
, . , , . 

I W4S thrown now upon the wide world again : 
.but as I never wanted afllirance, I foon mad($ 
myfelf very familiarly acquainted Mrith a young 
gentleman from Ireland^ who was juft con^ over 
to Engbn4 to fpend his el^ate here. I mufLown, 
I had fome difficulty in keeping on good terma 
with this new friend ; as, I had fo many of his 
own country(nen to co{itei)4 with, who all dainiq^ 
!]a right of acquaintance with him, and fon^e of 
tibepi even pretended to be>related to him, 'Befides^ 
they all perfuaded the yopng (quire, that thsy had 
fortunes in different parts, of Ireland'^ though not 
one of. them had any real eftate more than 
toyfelf; and, indee,d, I alfoh^d a nomji^I 
TSOO L.pir Jmi^ in iht Ifyi-Ittdiis^ Thefe furioi)S 
;ff^ows (for^ Sir, !thqy would all fight) gave mjB 
itiuch t|:pubie: howeyer, I found out my young 
friend's foible,^ and in fpite of his q^^untrymen 
became his infeparable companion; He was not 
only very fond of women, but had a particular 
.paffion for new faces: and to humour this* 

L 2 inclinatib/^9 
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inclination, I was perpetually on the look-out to 
difcover frefh piecies for him. I brought him 
tnantua-makers, milliners, and fervant-maids in 
abundance ; and at lei^h grew fo gttat ft fk^ 
VoUrit^, by having prevailed on 6ne of my oWfi 
coufins to comply with his propdfels^ that I 
verily believe he would foon have made me eafy 
jfpr life in an handfbme annuity, if he had not 
1)ebn unfortunately run through ffib body in ft 
duel by one of his otm countrythen. 

I N E X T got iritb faviG^r With aA bid tiblbitel 

'of the guards, who happ^nM to4i^e a Ikncy tb 

tiib dne ev^nii^g at thie 7iU'YI»d c^ffise-liduft, 

Vbr having ^artied oiF a pint butftpiE*r more Hiftn % 

^lieutenant of a man of war, that.had ch^etiged 

-ihy tbisift; As his fole delight was centered in i^ 

bottfe, all he requiitd tX me Was to drink ghfe fiik 

^hfs with him ; which I readily complied witbi 

■as he 'always paid my reckoning. When f^^r^ hb 

was th^ beft-hutiioui^d man in the woild i btit he 

'-Wis very apt to bcquarrelfomfe ^md e^fctVeftiily^ir- 

trhlev6\&, when in V^mt. ^Ete fias liu)i«e riffth 

once flung a bb'tde at my he^, and ^emptied tHe 

contents of a ho^\ of pahch in my 'face : -Ibme- 

times he has diverted hfthfelf by fitting fire to my 

ruffles, (baking the afties of his pipe over my 

periwig, ot Vnaking a thruft at mie with the rcd-h^t 

poker : 
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poker: and I remember be once fo^fed me all 
Qver with the t^rine ^f t;i^ who}e company, by 
da[>ping a large pewter Jprdap tppfy-turvy upon 
ipy head. All tbef^ indignities I very patientl]^ 
put up with, as he was fure to make me double 
amends for them the next morning : and I was 
very nesK procuring a cqmsniSiqfi. in the army 
|hf oi^gb bis i^to'eft, when tp. my ^eat difiippointr 
fla^iHs be was foddcnjy caf ried off bjf W ap«J«xjr, 

Yau will bp fw;prifcd whpn I tell you, that I 
^ext CQntriv^d to £}uee?e piyCelf into the goe4 
ojunipQof a rich old cunpwdgcon, a caty-H^crclwpt, 
wd oiie of the Circumcifed. He ^uld have nQ 
<j|bse£tion to my religion, as I ufod to fpend eyerf 
Sunday wiih him at his country-houfe, where I 
preferred pUyiog 9t cards to goi;ng to church. 
Nor could I, ind^y gje( any thing out of hin| 
b^oqd a diimer : bu^ I had highier points in view* 
As he had nobody to inherit his fortune but aq 
only daughter, ( who was kept always in the 
country) I became fo delperateljr in love with her^ 
that i would even have turned Jew to obtain her ; 
but inftead of that, I very fooh'fhiy made a 
Qhriftum of her ; and we were privately married 
^ the Fleet, When I came to break the mattef 
(o the father, and to make an apology for having 
fconverted her, bP received me with a loud laugh. 

L 3 « Sir, 
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«* Sir, fays he, if my child had married the 
** Devil, he (hould have had every pemiy that 
•* was her due. But, as (he is only my Baf* 
•« tard, the law camiot oblige me to give her 
** a farthing." 

This I found to be too true : and very happily 
for me my Chrtftian wife had fb little regard for 
her new religion, that (he again became ah 
apoftate, and was taken into keeping, (to which ^ 
I readily gave my confent) by one of her own 
tribe and complexion. I (hall not tire irou with 
a particular detail of what has happened to nie 
(ince : I (hall only acquaint you, that I have 
cxaftly followed the precept of ** becoming all 
** things to all men." I was once fupported very 
fplendidly by a young rake of quality for my wit 
in talking blafphemy, and ridiculing the bible, 
Hill my patron (hot himfelf through the head ; 
and I lived at bed and board with an old Methodift 
lady for near a twelvemonth, on account of my 
zeal for the New Doftrine, 'till one of the maid- 
fervants wickedly laid a child to me. At prefent, 
Mr. Town, I am quite out of employ ; having 
juft loft a very profitable place, which I held 
under a great man in quality of his pimp. My 
difgrace was owing to the bafenefs of an old 
CovenuGarden acquaintance, whom I palmed 

upon 
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upon his honour for an innocent creature juft 
come out of the country : but the hufly was fo 
ungrateful, as to beftow on both of us convincing 
marks of her thorough knowledge of the town. 

I am, S I R, 

Your very humble fervant, 

Peter Supple. 

To Mr. ^ IF N. 

S I R, 

I Have a little God-Daughter in the Country, 
to whom I every year fend fomc iliverting and 
inftrufiive Book for a New-Tear* S'^Gift : I would 
therefore beg you to recommend to me one fit for 
the Purpofe j which will oblige 

Your humble fervant, . 

T W- 



To Mr. r JV • 

SIR, 

I Know no Book fo fit for your Purpofe as 
theCoNTNoissEUR, lately publiflied in 
Two Pocket Volumes ; which I would further re- 
commend to all Fathers and Mothers, Grand- 

L 4 Fathers 
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f ath«^ and Grafid-Motficrs, t7ncle$ and Aunts, 
God-Fathers and God^Mothers, to give to their 
JSons and Daughters, Grandfons and Grand* 
Daughters, Kephcws and 'Nieces, God-Sons and 

God-Daughters j as being undoubtedly the 

beft Prefent at this Seafon of the Year, that can 
po&bly be thought of. 

TOWN, Connoisseur. 

N. B. Largi Allowance to thofcy who huf Quantities 

to give awaj. 

T 

Numb. CI. Tburfiky^ Jamtary i, 1756. 



■« 



Janique btfronlis imago. Virg. 



fn twO'facd Janus we this moral find \ 
JVhile we look forward^ wejhould look behind. 

AS the appointed time of our publication 
now happens to fall on New-year's-day, 
I cannot open the budntfs of the year whh a 
better grace, than by taking the prefent hour for' 
the fubjeft of this paper : a fubjeft, which pleaies 
me the more, as 4t alfo gives me an opportunity 

of 
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of fssni'mz isy ff!^v% thp €<9PH)}im^rt;8 pf tbp 
ffAfoH) .^ sfipft fiocerely wiO^ing ^^m all ^ ^^/»^ 
nfw jfAff"^ f^n4 a gu^ many ofthm* But, in Qr<}er 
tp mak^ (hedSp dvUUies of inorc conTequence than 
a Imr^ f$&^\mmt9 I wUJ ajfp jen<te?yo.iir to give 
them a little wholefome advj^^ j l>y which they 
may be moft likely to enfure to themfelves that 
bappmefs, and to go (trough the enfuing year 
with i^^ 20A tranquility. 

No "God in iiie heatthev Pan^b^m was exprcSki 
Vjr more proper jemblem^, or more figntficantly 
jj^i^Tontjod, tbaa Janys i whom we may fairly 
ftfe* in PW language, the God of the New 
Yie^MC* Tjbe mfidal$, on which ithe image of thi§ 
Deity w-as engrave^, bore two feces, not oglif^ 
ea^b of^^, Uke .tbp(e qii tbe Ablings of PhUip 
9M A^ry, nor ^beei: by jowl liite the jdpuble 
viftg^ m (kP .cgin pf Willim and -^/»y, but 
t<M«ked fpp!^ ea^ o<^f i poe Ipoking forward^p 
#a A^ W<^^9 ii^i/^ futurity, and the ooher taking n 
f^lrofpe^^e view of what wa$ pa#. There 
^:^^i(Miipt h^ 4^v^ 9 i}4i»^nger, or n^ore (enfibk 
Jb^Qia $<f itporaJ ii^f.9ftian, iliha^ tbis %g^^ teachea 
115. This 4pm^ i^e^y ^ippitj^nds in il^elf thp 
fym 9f hwwai? |]iriji4«i¥^ J fpr the moft pcrfe^ 
li^(9!!D cAn gp PP higher tlMMa wUely i(p g!^e^ at 
I^m: ftUMx^ by r^Ae^ijDig co tfa^ ftaft 3 >nd mo- 

L 5 rality 
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rality is never fo likely to perfevere in a fteacfy 
and uniform courfe, as when it fets put with 
a fixed determination of mutually regulating 
the New Year by a recoUedion of the Old, 
and at the fame time making the fucceeding a 
comment on the laft. 



/ 



Most of the faults in the general condu^l 
of mankind, and their frequent mifcarriages in 
their moft favourite enterprizes, will be found, 
upon examination, to refult from an imperfed 
^d partial view of what relates to their duty 
or undertakings. Some regulate their actions by 
blind guefs, and rafhiy prefuming on the future, 
without the leaft attention to the paft. With 
thefe the impetuofity of the paflions gives their 
reafon no fcope to exert itfelf, but, negledting 
the premifes, they jump io a conclufion. Others, 
who are often taken for men of deep refledion 
and marvellous underflanding, meditate fo pro- 
foundly on the paft, that they fcarce take any 
notice either of the prefent or the future. To 
thefe two characSers, whofe mifconduft arifes 
from two fuch contrary fources, may indeed be 
added a third, whofe wild irregular- behaviour 
is founded on no fixt principles, but proceeds 
from a total abfence of thought and refle£iion« 
Thefe eafy creatures aft entirely at random, 

neither 
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neither troubling themf^lves with what has been, 
what is, or what will foe ; and, as the image 
of yanus feems to bear two heads, thefe thought- 
kfs vacant animals may almoft be faid to have 
no head at all. 

But that the necei&ty of taking this com« 
prehenfive view of our affairs may appear in the 
ftronger light, let us confider the many difficulties, 
in which men of any of the above chara<Slers are 
involved, from a total neglect or partial furvey of 
matters that (hould influence their condud. The 
lirft fort of men, who nourifh great expectations 
from the future, and fuffer hope to lay their pru- 
dence to fleep, are very common : Indeed, almoil: 
every man, like the dairy-maid with her pail of 
milk, pleafes himfelf with calculating the ad- 
vantages he (hall reap from his undertakings* 
There is fcarce a fervitor at either univerfity, who 
when he takes orders, does not think it more 
&an poffible he may one day be a bifhop, or at 
kaft head of a college, though perhaps at firft he 
is glad to fnap at a curacy. Every walking at« 
tendant on our hofpitals flatters himfelf that a few 
years will fettle him in high practice and a 
chariot : and among thofe few gentlemen of the 
inns of court, who really deferve the name of 
ftudents, there is hardly one who fits down to 

L 6 Lord 
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Lord Coki wxthont Smagtning^that he msqr himfidf, 
ibme time or other, be Lord Ghancsellor. At 
tfiis ear]y period <if life diefe vaiii tfaopes may per*, 
haps ferve as fpim to diligence and vintQe; but 
what (hall we fay to thofe people, win in fyh^ 
of experience and repeated difappointments, fiill 
place their diief 'dependance on {roondlefa £x- 
peAatioRsfemi their ftitttrefertwie! This Town 
Alarms with -peo(Ae who rely almoft icAdf on 
contingencies : «nd t)ur^goals aie €rften£lled mMi 
w retc h es, who brought on their own poverty jnd 
misfortunes, bypromifing :then£elves .groat ipmfit 
from fbrnedarling fcfaeme, which has at laftibccn 
attended with bankruptcy. Tihe 'fvefant cxtia*- 
travagaaoe of many of our ^lend-ilictftis is built 00 
feme ideal riches, of which they, are fooo to he in 
pdfleflicm :. and which they are laying "Out as fj^y, 
as the girl in the farce iquanders the ten thoufand 
pounds ihe was to get in the lottery. I am my- 
ielf acquainted whh a young fellow, who had great 
cxpeAattons from an old unck. lie bad ten- 
thoufand pounds of his own in ready money 5 and 
as tlie old gentleman was of an infirmconfiitution, 
and turned of'fixty,the nephew very confiderately 
computed, that his unde could hardly laft above 
five years, during which time he might goon very 
genteelly at the rate of 2000 /. per arm. However 
the old gentleman held together ^bove feven years, 

the 
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the two lad x>f whidi our youag fpark had no 
confolatioo^ but the daily hopes of his uciel€':$. 
death. The happy hour at length arrived ; the 
will was tore open with taptitfe ; wheo, alas ! 
die^fbnd youth difcovered, that he had nevfir once 
xeSfified, that though he bad a ticksH jn Kbe 
wfaed, it might .poffibly come up a Uaidc, and 
had the mortification to find himfelf difinherited. • 

* » 

I SHALL not dwell fo parHiQularly on the ridi- 
adovs kX^Y o£ diofe profound rpeculats(ts9 whiO 
fix: their attention entirdly oniwrhat is j>aft, wi(h- 
oiitfliaking their leflejfiUoiK of fervice :either for 
the prefent or the future, hecaufe it k joqI sl yerjr 
Qommon or tempting fpecies of abfurdity : but 
fiiadl rather advife the reader 'to coafider this titne 
paft, as the fehool of experience, from w;hich ht 
may draw the moil ufeful JkSbns for his future 
condu6l:. This kind of retrolpeSt would teach )» 
to provide with forefight againft the calamities, to 
which our inexperience has liitherto expofedus, 
diough at the fame time it wojiild not throw us fo 
for back, as to keep us lagging, like the Old Stile, 
behind the reft of the world. To fay the truth, 
thofe fage per fons who aife given to fuch deep 're- 
fiedion, as to let to-day and to-morrow pais un- 
regarded by meditating on yefterday, ase as rid^ 

culous in dieir Gpndu<^> as country beaux ia 

their 
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their drefs, who adopt the two modes, juft after 
they are become unfafliionable in London. 

But there Is no talk fo difficult, as to infufe 
ideas into a brain hitherto entirely unaccuftomed to 
thinking : for how can we warn a man to avoid 
the misfortunes which may hereafter befel him,, 
or to improve by the calamities he has already 
fuffered, whofe aflions are not the refult of 
thought, or guided by experience ? Thefe per- 
fons are, indeed, of all others, the mofl to be 
pitied. They are prodigal and abandoned in their 
condu£tj and by vicious excefles ruin their confti- 
tution, 'till at length poverty and death ftare them 
in the face at the fame time 5 or, if, unfortunately, 
their crazy frame holds together after the utter de- 
ftruftion of their fortune, they finifli a thoughtlefs 
life by an adt of defperation, and a piftol puts an 
end to their miferies. 

Since then good fortune cannot be expefted 
to fall into our laps, and it requires fome thought 
to enfure to ourfelves a likelihood of fuccefs in 
our undertakings, let us look back with attention 
on the Old Year^ and gather inftruiStions from it 
in what manner to conduct ourfelves through the 
New. Let us alfo endeavour to draw from it a 
lefTon of morality : and I hope it will not be 

thought 
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thought too folemn a conclufion of this paper, 
if I advife my readers to carry this reflexion even 
into religion. This train of thought, that teaches 
us at once to refle£i on the paft, and look forward 
to the future, will alfo naturally lead us to look 
up with awe and admiration towards that Being, 
who has exifted from all eternity, and fhall exift 
world without end. No coniideration can give 
us a more exalted idea of the Power, who firft 
created us, and whofb providence is always 
over us. Let us then confider with attention 
this pagan image, by which we may add force to 
our morality, and prudence to our ordinary con- 
duct ; nor let us blufh to receive a leflbn from 
Heathens, which may animate our zeal and reve- 
rence for the Author of ChrifUanity. 

O 
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O Shame to AnaJ^ f hisGrads 5m 
Owes his vib iirtb to Harry or U Jfjhn. 

w 

To Mr. r O ff^N. 

SIR. 

t 

IT has been my good fortune to be bom of 
a family, that is recorded in die fleraM^s 
Di3ionary, as one of the moft ancient in the 
kingdom. We are fuppofed to have come into 
England with lyilliam the Conqueror. Upon piy 
acceflion fome years ago to my elder brother's 
cftate and title of a Baronet, I >received a 
vifit from Rouge Dragon Efquire, Purfuivant at 
Arms, to congratulate me upon my new rank 
of a Vavafoury and to know whether I fhould 
chufe to bear the Pexter Bafe Points of the Lady 
IfaheVs Saltire in Chiefs or only her Sinijler Comers ; 
fhe being one of the feventeen coheirefles of my 
great great great great great grandfather's fourth 
wife DorotJjy^ the daughter and fole heirefs of Simon 
de la Frcgpool of Croakham in Suffolk* This unex- 

pedlcd 
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ftSted vifit moft have di&oncerted me to an ii;^ 
vincible degree, if upon rec6lle£tion I had not onl^ 
remembered Mr. R^ge Dragm a& a conftant 
companion to my late brother, but as a kind 
of tutor in initiating him into the Sconce of He* 
raldry, and the Civil and Military Atchievements^ 
to which our nobility and gentry are entitled* 
As Toon, therefore, as I could recover myfelf 
from my fixft furpriae in hearing un unknowa 
EngUfti language, I humbly thanlud Mr. Dr^g^ 
fer ihe pains he had taken in confidering my 
Coat of Arms lb minutdy, bat hoped be would 
ghre hnnfelf no farther trouble upon my account; 
becaufe I was fully determined to tear the plain 
SkiM of my grandfather Pster^ without taking 
the leaft notice of Lady IfabePs Sttkin w Chiefs 
or even of her Simfter Comen. 

Be it to my ihame or not, I muft con&ft 
tfnt Heraldry is a fcience, vHiuch I have nevet 
much cukivated : nor io I find tt very preva^ 
lent among Ac fafliionable ftudies of the age* 
Arms and Armorial Tokens, may, I fuppofe^ 
be regularly diftinguiflied, and properly emUa<* 
zoned, upon the family plate, to whtdi they 
belong : but I have obferved of late, that theti) 
honourable enfigns are not confined entirely t« 
their proper owners, but are ttfurped by every 

body. 
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body, who thinks fit tO' take them ; infomuch 
that there is fcarce an hackney coach in London^ 
which is noUin pofleffion of a Ducal Creft, an 
Earl's Coronet, or a Baronet's Bloody Hand. 
This, indeed, has often given me great offence, 
as it refleds a fcandal on our nobility and gen- 
try ; and I cannot but think it very indecent for 
a Duke's coach to be feen waiting at a night- 
cellar, or for a Countefs's landau to fet down 
ladies at the door of a common bawdy-hpufe. 
I remember I was one morning diflurbed at my 
breakfaft by a fafhionable rap at my door ; when 
looking out of my window, I faw the coach of 

the Lady Dowager drawn up before it. I 

was extremely furprized at fo early and unexpected 
a vifit from her lady (hip j and while I was .prepa- 
ring to receive her, I overheard her ladyfhip at 
high words with her coachman in my entry; 
when ftepping to the flair-cafe I found that the 
coachman, and her ladyfhip, reprefented in the 
perfon of one of my houfemaidsj were fquabbling 
together about fixpence. This badge of nobility, 
afTumed at random according to the fancy of the 
coach-painter, I have found inconvenient on 
other occafions : for I once travelled from London 
to Derby in an hired chariot finely ornamented 
with a Vifcount's cypher and coronet ; by which 
noble circumflance I was compelled in every inn 

to 
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to pay as a Lord, though I was ndt at that time 
even a fimple Baronet, or (in the language of 
mjT friend Mr. Dragon) arrived to the dignity of 
a Vavafour^ 

I HAVE fometimes doubted, whether nobility 
and high rank are of that real advantage, which 
they are generally efteemed to be : and I am al* 
moft inclined to think, that they anfwer no 
defirable end, but as far as they indulge our vanity 
and oftentation. A long roll of ennobled anceftors 
makes, I confefs, a very alluring appearance. 
To fee coronet after coronet pafSng before our 
view in an uninterrupted fucceffion, is the moft 
foothing profpeft, that perhaps can prefent itfelf 
to the eye of human pride : the exultation, that 
we feel upon fuch a review, takes rife in a viftonary 
and fecret piece of flattery, that as glorious, and 
as long, or even a longer line of future coronets 
may fpring from ourfelves, as have defcended 
fropi our Anceftors. We read in Virgil, that 
Anchifes, to infpire his fon with the propereft 
incitement to virtue, fhews him a long race of 
kings, emperors, and heroes, to whom Mneas is 
fore-doomed to give their origin j and the mifery 
of Macbeth is made by Shakefpear to proceed, 
lefs from the confcioufnefs of guilt, than fix>ih 
the difappointed pride, that none of his own race 
(hall fucceed him in the throne. 
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The pride of anceftry, and tke defire of 
continuing our lineage, when thej tend to an 
incitement of virtuous and noble a£Uons, are 
undoubtedly laudable ; and I fhould perhaps have 
indulged myfelf in the pleafing reflefUon, had 
iK>t a particular ftory in a Frmch Novel, wl^ich I 
lately loet with, put a ilop to all va^ glories, 
that can p<^bly ba deduced frgoa a Iwg lacf 
«f progemtors* 

m 

<* A Nobleman of an aoKieo^ houfe, of 
** very high rank and great fortune, (fays the 
*< Novellift) died fyddenly, and without beii^ 
^ permitted to ftop at Purgatory, was ient dowj;i 
^ immediately into HelL He had not beea long 
^< there, before he met with bis coachman 
^^ Th&mas^ who like his noble mafter was gnaib^ 
<< ing his teetii a<Qong the damned. Tbomas^ 
<< furprized to behold his lordibip amidft the 
^< ifaarpers, tjiieves, pickpockets, and all the 
<' cianailli of Hell, ftartod and cried out in a Um^ 
<< of admiration. Is it poffibU^ ^jat 1 fee my lati 
*' tmi/ier among Lucifer'x triU (f beggars^ ragues^ 
*' and pilferers ! HovJ much am I aftonijbed to 
** find your kr^p in this place ! Tour lord/hip f 
whofe generofity was fo greats whoft afflue^ 
houfekeep'tng drnv fu/ch crouds of miiiity^ S^^f^Jiy 
<< and friinds to your uAIfij and mtbm ymr gaU^j 

^ and 
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*« and whofe fine iafie employed fuch nunibers of poar 
** in your gardens^ by building temples andobelijks^ and 
** by forming lakes of watery that feemed to vie 
^* with the large/i oceans of the creation ! Pray^ 
'* my lordy if I ifiay be fo boldj what crime has 
** brought your krdjhip into this curfed ajfemhty?'-^ 
«* Ah, Thomasy (replied his lordfhip, with his 
'< ufual condefcenfion,) I have been (ent hither 
** for having defrauded my royal mafter, and 
^< cheating the Widows and fatherlefs, iblely to 
^^ enrich, and purchafe titles, honours, and efiates 
^^ for that ungrateful rafcal, my only Son. But 
^^ prithee, 7%9mtf J, tell me, as thou didft always 
*** feem to l>e an honeft^ careful, fober fervant, 
*^ what brbtight thee hither ? Aks ! my mUe 
*' lordy replied Thomas^ I was fent hither for 
*< begetting that Svny 

I am, Sir, your jnoft humble ferviant, 

Reginald Fitzworm, 

> • -• ■ 

T WV^^T ^gr^ S)i^ith my" correfpond^nt, thit thle 

«^udjr 6f Sei?aldty' is* at pi-efetit ifi verjr little rep^ut^ 

dmotig'uS*. md our nobility are more ahxious 

*'ibo.irt\p1tfetving tlie gwcalogy of their horfes, 

^ Aah of thetr own family. Whatever valiic tjiclr 

ptogenitors may have formerly fei upoA dieir 

Blood, it is now foimd to be of mo valiie^' when 

put 
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put into the fcale and weighed againft folid 
pkbeian gold : nor would the moft illuftrious de- 
fcendant from Cadwalladery or the Irijh Kings» 
fcruple to debafe his lineage by an alliance with 
the daughter of a city-plumb, though all her 
anceftors were yoemen, and none of her family 
ever bore arms. Titles of quality, when the 
owners have no other merit to recommend 
them, are of no more eftimation, tiian thofe 
which the courtefy of the vulgar have bellowed 
on the deformed : and when I look over a long 
Tree of Defcent, I fometimes fancy I can difco«- 
ver the real charaders of Sharpers, Reprobates, 
and Plunderers of their Country, concealed under 
the titles of Dukes, Earls, and Vifcounts. 

It is well known, that the very fervants, iu 
the abfence of their mafters, affume the fame 
titles ; and Tom or Harry ^ the footman or groom 
of his Grace, is always my Lord Duke in the 
kitchen or ftables. For this reafon, I have thought 
proper to prefent ipy reader .with the Pedigree of 
a Footmair, drawn up in the fame founding 
titles,, as are fo pompoufly difplayed on thefe oc- 
cafions : an>l I dare fay, it will appear ino lefs 
illuftrious, than the pedigrees of many families, 
which are neither celebrated for their a<Siion§, 
jior dif^ihguiflbed by their virtues. . 

The 
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The Family of the S k i p s, or Skip- 
kennels, is very ancient and noble. The 
founder of it Maitre Jacques came into England 
with the Dutchefs of Mazarine, He was fon 
of a Prince of the Blood, his mother one of 
the Mefdames of France : This family is there- 
fore related to the moft illuftrious Maitres (F Hotel 
and Valets de Chamhre of that kingdom. Jaques 
had ifliie two Sons, viz. Robert and Paul-, of 
whom Pauly the youngeft, was invefted with the. 
purple before he was eighteen, and made a 
Bifhop, and foon after became an Archbifhop. 
Robert^ the elder, came to be a Duke, but 
died without iflue : Patd^ the Archbiftiop, left 
behind him an only daughter, Barbara^ bafe-born, 
who was afterwards Maid of Honour ; and inter- 
marrying with a Lord of the Bedchamber, had 
a very numerous iffue by him ; viz, Rebeccay born 
a week after their marriage, and died young ; 
Jofeph^ firft a Squire, afterwards Knighted, High 
Sheriff of a County, and Colonel of the Militia ; 
Peter^ raifed from a Cabin Boy to a Lord of the 
Admiralty ; WiUiam^ a Faggot in the Firft Re- 
giment of the Guards, and a Brigadier ; Thomas^ 
at firft an Earl's Eldeft Son, and afterwards A 
Brewer and Lord Mayor of the City of Londm, 
The feveral branches of this family were no lefs 
diftinguiihed for their illuftrious progeny. -JUpii^ 

the 
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the founder, iirft quartered lace on his coat, and 
Robert added the Ihoulder-knot. Some of them 
indeed; met with great trouble ; Archbiihop Paid 
loft his See for. .getting a cook-maid with child ; 
Barhara^ the Maid of Honour, was difmiiled with 
a big belly ; Brigadier WiUiim was killed by a 
Chairman in a pitched battle at an ale^ioufe ; the 
Lord of the Admiralty was tranfported %r feven 
years ; and Duke Ri^ert had the misfortune to be 
jianged at Tyburn. 

Numb. CHI. Thurfday^ January 15, 1756. 



Nihil videtur mundius. Ter* 



The hufe fo neat, fo nice wiif^m^ 
^Tis pity we Jbould enter in. 

To Mr. T WN. 
SIR, 

I Am married to a lady of a very nice and ddi- 
cate dlfpofition, who is cried up by all the good 
women of her aqquaintance, for being the Neate/i 
Body in her Houfe they ever knew. Thi$, Sir, is 
my grievance : This extraordinary Neatnefe is fo 
ve^ trouUefome and difgufting to me> that I 
^ proteft 
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proteft I had rather lodge in a carrier's inn, ot 
take up my abode with the horfes in the flables. 

It muft be confefled, that a due regard to 
Neatnefs and Cleanlinefs is as neceflary to be 
obferved in our habitations as our perfons : but 
though I fhould not chufe to have my hands be- 
grimed like a chimney-fweeper's, I would not, 
like the fuperftitious Mahometans^ wafh them flic 
times a day : and though I fhould be loth to 
roll in a pig-ftye, yet I do not like to have my 
houfe rendered ufelefi to me under the pretence of 
keeping it clean. 

For my own part, I cannot fee the difference 
between having an houfe that is always dirty, and ' 
an houfe that is always to be cleaned. I could 
very willingly compound to be wafhed out of 
my home, with other mafters of families, every 
Saturday night : but my wife is fo very notable, 
that the fame cleanfing work muft be repeated 
every day in the week. All the morning long 
I am fure to be entertained with the domeftic 
concert of fcrubbixlg the floors, fcouring the 
irons, and beating the carpets ; and I am con- 
ftantly hunted from room to room, while one 
is to be dufted, another dry-rubbed, another 
waOied, and another run over with a dry mop. 

Vol. IIL M Thiw, 
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Thus, indeed, I may^e faid to live in continual 
dirtinefs, that my houfe may be clean : for during 
thefe nice operations every apartment is flowed 
with foap, brick-duft, fand, icrubbing-bruflies> 
bair-broooms, rag-mops, and dilh^douts. 

You may fuppofe, that thc.greatcft care is 
taken to prevent the leaft fpeck of dirt from foiling 
the floors. For this reafbn all that come to our 
houfe (befides the ceremony of fcraping at the 
door,) are obliged to rub their '{hoes for half an 
hour on a large ragged mat at the entrance ; and 
then they muft ftraddle their way along -feveral 
lefler mats, ranged at due diftances from each 
other in the paflage, and (like boys at play) 
come into the room with an hop, a ftep, and a 
jump. The like caution is ufed by all the family : 
I myfelf am fcarce allowed to ftir a ftep without 
flippers J my wife creeps on tip toe up and down 
flairs ; the maid-fervants are continually flumping 
below in clogs or pattens; and the footman is 
obliged to fneak about the houfe. bare-footed, as 
if he came with a fly defign to fteal fomething. 

After what has been faid, you will natu- 
rally conclude, that my wife muft be no lefs 
nice in other particulars. But as it is obferved 
by Sivifl^ ** that a nice man is a man of nafty 

" ideas/* 
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<< ideas," in like manner we may affirm, that 
your very neat people are the mod flovenly on 
many occafion3« Tbey cannot conceive, that any 
thing, v^hich is done by fuch delicate perfons, 
can poffibly give offence : I have, therefore, often 
been in pain for my wife, when I have feen her, 
before company, duft the tea- cups with a foul 
apron or a wafhing gown; and I have more 
than once blufhed for her, when throqgh her ex- 
treme deanlinefs, ihe has not been contented 
without breathing into our drinking-glailes, and 
afterwards wiping them with her pocket handker* 
chief. People, Mr. Town, who are not very 
intimate with families, feldom fee them (efpecially 
the female part) but in difguife : and it will be 
readily allowed, that a lady wears a very difFerent 
afped, when fhe comes before company, than 
when (he firft fits down to her toilet. My wife 
appears decent enough in her appard, to thofe 
who vifit us in the afternoon : but in the morning 
(he is quite another figure* Her ufual difhabiUe 
then is, an ordinary ftufF jacket and petticoat, a 
double clout thrown over her head and pinned 
under her chin, a black greafy bonnet, and a 
coarfe dowlas apron ; fo that you would rather 
take her for a chair- woman. Nor, indeed, does 
(he fcruple to ftoop to the meaneft drudgery of 
fitch an occupation : for {o great is her love of 

M 2 Cleanlixv&<k^ 
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Cleanlinefs, that I have often feen her on her 
knees fcouring the hearth, and (preading dabs of 
vinegar and fuller's earth over the boards. 

I ■ ' • 

This extraordinary folicitude in my wife, 

for the cleanlinefs of her rooms and the care and 
prefervation of her furniture, makes my iioufe en- 
tirely ufelefs, and takes away all that eafe and 
familiarity, which is the chief comfort of one's 
own home. I am obliged to make &ift with the 
moft ordinary accommodations, that the more 
handfqme pieces of furniture may remain unfoiled, 
and be always fet out for fhew and magnificence. 
I am never allowed to eatirom any thing better 
than a Delfi plate, that the oeconomy of the 
beaufait, which is embelliflied with a variety of 
China^ may not be difarranged : and indeed my 
wife prides herfelf particulariy on her ingenious 
contrivance in this article, having ranged among 
the reft fome old China not fit for ufe, but difpofed 
in fuch a manner, as to conceal the ftreaks of 
white paint that cement the broken pieces to- 
gether. I muft drink my beer out of an earthen 
mug, though a great quantity of plate is con- 
ftantly difplayed on the fide-board ; while all the 
furniture, except when we have company, is 
done up in paper, as if the family, to whom it 
belongs, were gone into the conntry, In a word. 

Sir, 



N^l03. 7J^ CONNOISSEUR. 245 

Sir, any thing that is decent and cleanly is too 
good to be ufed, for fear it {hould be dirtied ; and 
I live, with every convenience at hand, without 
the power of enjoying one of them. I have 
elegant apartments, but am almoft afraid to 
enter them ; I have plate, china, and the mod 
genteel furniture, but muft not ufe them ; which 
16 as ridiculous an abfurdity and almoft as great 
an hardfhip, as if I had hands without the power of 
moving them, the organs of fight, fmell, taftc, 
without being fufFered to exert them, and feet 
without being permitted to walk. 

Thus, Sir, this extravagant paflion for 
Cleanlinefs, To predominant in my wife, keeps the 
family in a perpetual ftate of muck and dirt ; and 
while we are furrounded with all neceiTaries, 
fubjedls us to every inconvenience. But what 
makes it ^^iU greater grievance is, that it has 
been the ridiculous caufe of many other misfor- 
tunes. I have fometimes created her anger by 
littering the room with throwing my garters on a 
chair, or hanging my peruke on one of the gilt 
fconces. Having once unluckily, fpilt a bottle 
of ink on one of the beft carpets, fhe was irrecon- 
cileable for a month ; and I had fcarce brought 
her to temper again, when I moft unfortunately 
ran againft the footman, who was entering with 

M 3 the 
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the dinner, abd tbrew down a leg of pork and 
peafe-pudding on the parlour floor. This fuper- 
abundant neatnefs did once alfo very nearly occa* 
fion my death ; for while I lay ill of a fever, my 
delicate wife, thinking it would refrefli me, or* 
dered my bedchamber to be mopped : and the 
(kme fcrupulous nicety was alio the means of our 
lolihg a very confiderable addition to our fortune. 

• 

A RICH old uncle, on whom we had great de- 
pendance, came up to town laft fummer on pur- 
pofe to pay us a vifit : but though he had rode 
above fixty miles that day, he was obliged to ftand 
in the pajGTage 'till his boots were pulled off, for 
fear of foiling the Turkey carpet. After fupper 
the old gentleman, as was his conftant praftice, de- 
fired to have his pipe : but this you may be fure 
could by no means be allowed, as the filthy ftench 
of the tobacco would never be gotten out of the 
furniture again ; and it was with much ado, that 
my wife would even fufFer him to go down and 
fmoke in the kitchen. We had no room to lodge 
him in, except a garret with nothing but bare 
walls J becaufe the Chints bed-chamber was, in- 
deed, too nice for a dirty country fquire. Thefe 
flights very much chagrined my good uncle : but 
he had not been with us above a day or two, 
before my wife and he came to an optn quarrel 

on 
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on the following occafion. It happened, that he 
had brought a favourite pointer with him^ who 
at his iirft coining w^s immediately locked up in 
the coal-hole : but the dog having found means 
to efcape, had crept (lily up flairs, and (befldes 
other marks of his want of delicacy) had very 
calmly flretched himfelf ou^ upon a crimfon da<- 
mafk fettee. My wife not only fcntenced him to 
the difcipline of the whip, but infifled upon having 
the criminal hanged up afterwards; when the 
mafter interpofing in his behalf, it produced fuch 
high words between them, that my uncle ordered 
his horfe, and fwore he would never darken our 
doors again as long as he breathed. He went home, 
and about two months after died : but as he could 
not forgive the ill treatment, which both he and 
his dog had met with at our houfe, he had^altered 
his will, which before he had made entirely 
in our favour. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

Peter Plainali. 



M 4 Numb. 
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Numb. CIV. Thurjday^ January 22, I756. 

AQum eft: Ilicet: Perifti. Ter. 

Ruined and Undone! 

TH E ufe of language is the ready commu- 
nication of our thoughts to one another. 
As we cannot produce the objed^s, which raife 
ideas in our minds, we ufe words, which are 
made figns of thofe objeds. No man could 
otherwife convey to another the idea of a table 
or chair, without pointing to thofe pieces of fur- 
niture : as children are taught to remember the 
names of things by looking at their pidtures. 
Thus, if I wanted to mention King Charles on 
horfe-back, I muft carry my companion to 
Charing'Crofs ; and yjrould I next tell him of the 
ftatue of Sir yohn Barnard^ we muft trudge back 
again, and he muft wait for my meaning 'till we 
got to the Royal Exchange. We fliould be like 
the fages of Laputa^ who (as Gulliver tells us) 
having fubftituted things for zuordsy ufed to carry 
about them fuch things as were neceflary to ex- 
prefs the particular bufinefs they were to difcourfe 
on. *' I have often beheld (fays he) two of 

« thofe 
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•^ thofe fages almoft finking under the weight 
*< of their packs, like pedlars among us : who, 
** when they met in the ftreets, would lay down 
** their lo uds, open their facks, and hold con- 
*' verfation for an hour together; then put up 
** their implements, help each other to refurpe 
** their burthens, and take their leave/' In 
tjiefe circumftances a man of the feweft words 
could not, indeed, talk without carrying about 
him a much larger apparatus of converfation, 
than is contained in the bag of the noted Teates^ 
or any other flight-of-hand artift : he could not 
fpeak of a chicken or an owl, but it muft be 
ready in his pocket to be produced. In fuch a 
cafe we could not fay we heard, but we faw 
the converfation of a friend ; as in the epiftolary 
correfpondence, carried on by thofe pretty hiero^ 
glyphic letters (as they are called), where the 
pi6lure of a dear and a woman finely dreji is made 
to ftand for the expreffion of dear lady. 

But the invention of words has removed 
thefe difficulties ; and we may talk not only of 
any thing we have feen, but what neither we, 
nor the perfons to whom we fpeak ever faw. 
Thus we can convey to another the idea of a 
battle, without being reduced to the difagreeable 
neceffity of learning it from the cannon's mouth : 

and 
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and we can talk of the people in the world of the 
moon, without being obliged to make ufe of 
Bifbop fyiUins's artificial wings to fly thither. 
Words, therefore, iii the ordinary courfe of life, 
are like the paper- money among merchants ; in- 
vented as a more ready conveyance, by which the 
largeft fum can be tranfmitted to the moft dif- 
tant places with as much eafe as a letter ; while 
the fame in fpecie would require bags and chefls, 
and even carts or (hips to tronfport it. But, 
however great thefe advantages are, the ufe of 
language has brought along with it (everal in- 
conveniences, as well as paper-money j for as 
this latter is more liable to mifcarry, more eafily 
concealed, carried off, or counterfeited than bul- 
lion, merchants have frequent caufe to complain, 
that the convenience of this fort of cafli is not 
without it's alloy of evil j and we find, that in 
the ufe of language there is fo much room for 
deceit and miftake, that though it does not ren- 
der it ufelefs, it is much to be wiflied fome remedy 
could be contrived. 

Men are fo apt to ufe the fame words in different 
fenfes, and call the fame thing by different names, 
that oftentimes they cannot underftand others, or 
be themfelves underftood. If one calls that thing 
black which another calls green, or that prodi* 

gality 
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gality which another calls generofity, they mif- 
tkke each other's meaning, and can never agree, 
'till they explain die words. It is to this we 
owe fo much wrangling in difcourfe, and fo 
many volumes of controverfy on almoft every 
part of literature. I have known a difpute car- 
ried on with great warmth, and when the dit 
putants have come to explain what each meant^ 
it has been difcovered they were both of a fide : 
like the men in the Play, who met and fought firft, 
and, after each had been heartily beaten, found 
themfelves to be friends. What fliould we fay, 
if this practice of calling tilings by a wrong 
name was to obtain among tradefmen ? If you 
was to fend to your haberdafher for an hat, you 
might receive a pair of (lockings ; or inftead of a 
cordial julep from your apothecary, be furnilhed 
with a cathartic or a clyfter. 

It would be needlefe to infift on the Inconve- 
mencies arifing from the mifufe or mifapprehenfion 
of terms in all verbal combats ; whether they be 
fought on the fpot by word of mouth, or (like a 
game of Chefs) maintained, even though lands 
and feas interpofe, by the ai&ftance of the prefs. 
In our ordinary converfation it is notorious, that 
no lefs confufion has arifen from the wrong appli- 
cation or perverfion of the original and moft na- 
tural 
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tural import of words, I remember, when I 
commenced author, I publiihed a little pamphlet, 
which I flattered myfelf had fome merit, though 
I muft confefs it did not fell. Confcious of my 
growing fame, I refolved to fend the firft fruits 
of it to an uncle in the country, that my relations 
might judge of the great honour I was likely to 
prove to the family : but how was I mortified, 
when the good man fent me word, *' that he 
** was forry to find I had ruined myfelf, and 
** had wrote a book j for the parfon of the pariih 
*' had affured him, that authors were never 
** worth a farthing, and always died in a gaol." 
Notwithftanding this remonftrance I have flill 
perfifted in my Ruin ; which at prefent I cannot 
fay is quite completed, as I can make two 
meals a day, have yet a coat to my back, with 
a clean fliirt for Sundays at leaft, and am lodged 
fome what below a garret. However, this pre- 
didion of my uncle has often led me to confider, 
in how many fenfes, diiFerent from it's general ac- 
ceptation, the word Ruined is frequently made ufe 
of. When we hear this word applied to another, 
we ftiould naturally imagine the perfon is reduced 
to a ftate worfe than he was in before, and fo low 
that it is fcarce poflible for him to rife again : but 
we (hall often find, inftead of his being undone, 
that he has rather met with fome extraordinary 

good 



